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The call came just before noon.
Andrea Constand had returned to 

her downtown Toronto apartment 
after walking her dog Maddy in a 
nearby park, when the Montgomery 
County district attorney’s office rang. 
Stand by, she was told, a ruling on Bill 
Cosby’s appeal could be handed down 
soon by the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court.

By this day, June 30, Constand, 
the woman whose account of sexual 
assault had led to the conviction of 
the man once known as America’s 
Dad was finding ways to move past 
the trauma that the trial had brought 
to her daily life. She had sold her apart-
ment, was moving to the countryside 
north of the city and preparing to pub-
lish a memoir, “The Moment,” to detail 
her singular experience with Cosby 
and the criminal justice system.

Though more than 50 women had 
accused Cosby of sexual misconduct, 
including assault, prosecutors had — 
for a variety of reasons — only success-
fully brought criminal charges in her 
case. And now Cosby was in prison far 
away, serving a three- to 10-year sen-
tence in Pennsylvania after having 
been found guilty of three counts of 
aggravated indecent assault.

He had already lost an appeal. The 
dust once kicked up by the trial, by the 
verdict, by the media attention, by the 
focus on her case as a breakthrough 
“moment” for the #MeToo era, had 
largely settled.

About an hour later, the phone rang 
again.

“Andrea,” said Kate Delano, the dis-
trict attorney’s director of communi-
cations, “the Supreme Court has vacat-
ed his conviction.”

It is perhaps an understatement 
to say that for Constand, and many 

others, the decision came as a shock. 
Cosby would not only be freed: The 
court also ruled he could not be tried 
again. Constand said she found it 
deeply unsettling that Cosby, still a 
man of means and influence, was out 
of prison, unconstrained and able to 
contact her and others.

“I had a lump in my throat,” Con-
stand, 48, said in a rare in-depth inter-
view last month near her new home 
north of Toronto. “I really felt they 
were setting a predator loose and that 
made me sick.”

Constand’s reaction to the court 
decision and her long experience with 
the case are detailed in the memoir, 
which is to be released Tuesday.

Within minutes of the second call, 
Constand drove off, heading with her 
22-year-old niece to her sister’s home 
outside Toronto, a trip that had been 

Despite ruling, Cosby’s accuser 
says she feels like ‘symbol of hope’

Andrea Constand at her home north of Toronto, Sept. 2, 2021. As she releases her memoir, Constand details her reactions 
to the court decision that overturned Bill Cosby’s conviction on sexual assault charges.— ANGELA LEWIS/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Pa rent s i n Delaw a re 
C o u n t y ’s  S p r i n g f i e l d 
School District are livid 
after sensitive information 
was emailed to everyone in 
the district that contained 
the names and bus stop 
locations of all students the 
day before the first full day 
of classes.

On Monday evening last 
week, Student Transpor-
tation of America, the bus 
company contracted by 
the district, sent out the 
900-plus-page document 
that revealed in detail the 
students’ information.

In a statement released 
the next day, the school 
district said that it had met 
w ith an executive from 
STA, and that the mistake 
was made by a bus compa-
ny employee “in earnest.”

“Onc e t he employee 
rea l i zed t he er ror was 
m a d e ,  a t t e m p t s  w e r e 
made to retract the email; 
unfortunately, the soft-
ware did not allow for this 
error to be retracted. Obvi-
ously, this situation has 
been addressed with all 
involved, and measures 
have been put in place to 
prevent this from happen-
ing again,” the district’s 
statement reads.

However, Spring f ield 
parents interviewed Tues-
day offered a slightly dif-
ferent version of events 
that they said led them to 
believe the email was not 
an accident.

“It started off with a voice-

mail. We got an automated 
voicemail from STA, and 
STA said, ‘We’re sending you 
an updated schedule, and 
you search for your child’s 
name.’ And they sounded 
like they meant to do it,” said 
parent Steve Skalish.

Because the district was 
doing half-days of school the 
week before, Skalish said, 
he thought that the update 
would reflect a return to a 
full-day schedule. He didn’t 
pay much attention to the 
email until his wife charged 
into his office and told him 
to take a look.

“Slowly, the realization 
hit us: They just sent out 
every kid’s name to every-
one in the district. And 
now everyone knows where 
every kid [is] picked up and 
dropped off at,” Skalish 
said. “It seemed like they 
meant to do something and 
then probably realized that 
they made a big mistake 
right afterward.”

WHYY News reached out 
to Student Transportation 
of America, but a represen-
tative for the company did 
not offer a comment.

In its statement on social 
media, the Springfield dis-
trict was apologetic about 
what it described as a “con-
tractor error.”

“We rea l i z e t hat t he 
sa fet y of  ou r ch i ld ren 
i s  pa r a mou nt .  We a re 
pleased to report that all 
students who rode the bus 
this morning made it to our 
schools safely,” the state-
ment reads.

Parents upset 
after bus firm 
reveals info 
on students
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The floodwaters that seeped onto 
Philadelphia’s Schuylkill River Trail 
from the remnants of Hurricane Ida 
have receded, and volunteers have 
helped clear out mud to make the trail 
walkable. Still, it will be months until 
the trail looks the way it did before.

According to the Schuylkill River 
Development Corporation, the severe 
storm Sept. 1 knocked out lighting 
along the trail; about 300 feet of fencing 
that separates people from the railroad 
tracks was damaged; a dock washed 
down the river; and the public restroom 
needs to be pumped after flooding.

“That’s going to be a big cost to 
repair and probably will happen over 
a period of months,” said Joe Syrnick, 
president and CEO of the SRDC.

The trail was still closed last week 
from Lock Street to Shawmont Avenue 
because of dangerous conditions, and 
the city asked residents to continue to 
avoid recreational boating and kayak-
ing on the river.

A spokesperson for Parks and Rec 
said the city was assessing damage 
with federal, state, and local partners. 
The department was also relying on 
the public to report damage online.

Based on the total damage, the city 
can make a FEMA request for public 
assistance, the country’s largest grant 
program for communities “recovering 
from major disasters or emergencies 
declared by the president.”

Syrnick said the development cor-
poration sees itself as a partner of the 
parks department. If the Schuylkill 
River Trail needs help, so do other 
parks, said Syrnick.

With that in mind, Syrnick said the 
damage along the trail is “not the end 
of the world.”

“But when you’re a small nonprof-
it, it hurts,” he said. “Where is the 
money coming from? We don’t know 
the answer to that yet.”

The development corporation does 
have “a little bit of a rainy-day fund,” 
but Syrnick said it’s not nearly enough 
to fix everything that was damaged.

Even if federal money does come 
to the rescue, the timeline is unclear. 
For example, fixing the restroom is 
of high priority as public events are 
expected to resume this coming 
weekend.

“If we had ever y thing done by 
Christmas, I think we’d all be pretty 
happy,” said Syrnick.

This article first appeared on WHYY.org.

Restoring Schuylkill trail could take months

The roof of a shed rests on a railing along the Schuylkill River Trail north of Walnut Street. — EMMA LEE/WHYY
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Local health officials are 
expressing concern about 
pregnant women not getting 
vaccinated against COVID-19.

“Across the U.S. less than 
25% of preg nant people 
have received a COVID vac-
cine, and in talking to our 
Philly health care providers 
we’re hearing that many of 
their pregnant patients are 
not vaccinated,” Dr. Stacey 
Kallem, director of mater-
nal, child and family health 
at the Philadelphia Depart-
ment of Public Health, said 
during a virtual media brief-
ing last week.

“And right now with the 
Delta variant and high case 
rates across the country and 
in our area, it’s even more 
i mpor ta nt for preg na nt 
people to get vaccinated.”

She said research shows 
that pregnant women are 
at higher risk for getting 
severely ill and more likely 
to be hospitalized or admit-
ted to an intensive care 
unit or even die if they get 
COVID.

Kallem urged women who 
are pregnant or thinking 
about becoming pregnant 
to talk to their health care 
providers about getting vac-
cinated.

She noted data has shown 
that COVID vaccines are 

safe and effective in preg-
nancy. According to Kallem, 
more than 150,000 pregnant 
women in t he U.S. have 
been vaccinated against 
COVID and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) is closely follow-
ing about 5,000 of them.

“A lot of research has been 
done on these vaccinated 
pregnant people and from 
this research we know that 
this vaccine works to protect 
you against COVID if you’re 
pregnant and we also know 
that there haven’t been any 
safety concerns for either 
mom or baby,” said Kallem, 
who was vaccinated during 
her pregnancy.

“Getting vaccinated while 
pregnant may also even help 
protect the baby, since the 
antibodies that fight COVID 
that are produced after you’re 
vaccinated against COVID 
can cross the placenta.”

Currently, 67.1% of Phil-
adelphia adults are fully 
vaccinated, and 81.9% have 
received at least one dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine.

“We’re very excited about 
our vaccine numbers. We’re 
among the highest of the 
largest cities but we still 
have work to do,” Dr. Cheryl 
Bettigole, acting Philadel-
phia health commissioner, 
said at the briefing.

Pregnant women 
are urged to get 
COVID-19 vaccine
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Philly’s TJ Atoms 
acted his way into 
Wu-Tang Clan


