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WASHINGTON — The Trump adminis-
tration announced Monday it is moving for-
ward with one of its most aggressive steps yet 
to restrict legal immigration: Denying green 
cards to many migrants who use Medicaid, 
food stamps, housing vouchers or other 
forms of public assistance.

Federal law already requires those seeking 
to become permanent residents or gain legal 
status to prove they will not be a burden to 

the U.S. — a “public charge,” in government 
speak —but the new rules detail a broader 
range of programs that could disqualify 
them.

It’s part of a dramatic overhaul of the 
nat ion’s immigrat ion system t hat t he 
administration has been working to put in 
place, despite legal pushback. While most 
attention has focused on President Donald 
Trump’s efforts to crack down on illegal 
immigration, including recent raids in Mis-
sissippi and the continued separation of 
migrant parents from their children, the new 

rules target people who entered the United 
States legally and are seeking permanent 
status.

Trump is trying to move the U.S. toward 
a system that focuses on immigrants’ skills 
instead of emphasizing the reunification of 
families.

Under the new rules, U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services will now weigh wheth-
er applicants have received public assistance 
along with other factors such as education, 

Trump creates new green card obstacles

Children show their support for individu-
als picked up after ICE raid last week.  

— (AP PHOTO/ROGELIO V. SOLIS)

Charlottesville marks 2nd 
anniversary of  deadly rally

TRIBUTE TO A FALLEN FRIEND
Residents Aaliyah Jones and Kenny Winston paid tribute Monday at a memorial for their friend Heather Heyer. About 20 people gath-
ered for a moment of silence at the site where an avowed white nationalist plowed a car into a crowd of people, killing the 32-year-old 
protester and injuring dozens more during the Unite the Right rally on Aug. 12, 2017, in Charlottesville, Va. — AP PHOTO/STEVE HELBER
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N E W YOR K — I n t he 
wake of Jeffrey Epstein’s 
suicide, federal prosecu-
tors in New York have shift-
ed their focus to possible 
charges against anyone 
who assisted or enabled 
him in what authorit ies 
say was his rampant sexual 
abuse of underage girls.

Tw o  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e 
wealthy financier’s death 
in the New York jail where 
he was awaiting trial on 
sex-traff ick ing charges, 
Attorney General William 
Barr warned on Monday 
that “any co-conspirators 
should not rest easy.”

“Let me assure you that 
this case will continue on 
against anyone who was 
complicit,” Barr said at a 
law enforcement confer-
ence in New Orleans. “The 
victims deserve justice, and 
they will get it.”

Aut hor it ies a re most 
likely turning their atten-
tion to the team of recruit-
ers and employees who, 
according to police reports, 

knew about Epstein’s pen-
chant for underage girls 

and lined 
u p  v i c -
t i m s  f o r 
him. The  
Associat-
e d  P r e s s 
rev iewed 
hundreds 
o f  p a g e s 
of pol ice 
r e p o r t s , 

FBI records and court doc-
uments that show Epstein 
relied on an entire staff of 
associates to arrange mas-
sages that led to sex acts.

If any Epstein assistants 
hoped to avoid charges 
by testifying against him, 
that expectation has been 
upended by his suicide.

“Those who had leverage 
as potential cooperators in 
the case now find them-
selves as the primary tar-
gets,” said Jacob S. Frenkel, 
a former federal prosecu-
tor. “They no longer have 
anyone against whom to 
cooperate.”

One possible roadblock 

Sheryl Gay Stolberg

WASHINGTON — As Congress wres-
tles with how to respond to a wave of 
mass shootings, leading Democrats are 
raising an idea once viewed as politi-
cal suicide: reviving the ban on assault 
weapons, which barred Americans from 
purchasing certain military-style fire-
arms for a decade until Republicans let 
it expire in 2004.

The idea is gaining traction on the 
presidential campaign trail, where 
former Vice President Joe Biden, an 
architect of the original 1994 assault 
weapons ban, and nearly all of the other 
Democratic candidates have embraced 
it. In an opinion piece published Monday 
in The New York Times, Biden vowed 
to make the 1994 law “even stronger,” 

Assault 
weapons 
ban faces 
opposition
Democrats don’t have 
easy path to goal

Former Vice President Joe Biden, a Demo-
cratic presidential hopeful, addressed gun 
laws during a forum in Des Moines, Iowa, 
on Saturday. — CHRISTOPHER LEE/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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SANTA FE, N.M. — New 
Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham on Monday tapped 
a Philadelphia-based exec-
utive at a nonprofit devoted 
to improving opportunities 
for poor, minority students 
to lead the state’s Public 
Education Department.

Ryan Stewart, a region-
al executive director at 
Partners in School Inno-
vation, took control of the 
state agency as it redraws 
its student testing, teach-
er-evaluation and school 
ratings systems and rolls 
out investments to extend 
classroom learning time for 
a heavily Latino and Native 
American population.

Lujan Grisham, a first-
year Democrat, has made 
improvements in public 
education a priority. Last 
month, she shook up the 
education department by 
firing Education Secretary 
Karen Trujillo.

Stewart said at a press 
conference he was persuad-
ed to take the job by Lujan 
Grisham’s description of 
a state poised for critical 
changes.

“There is an opportunity 
to take a state that to-date 
hasn’t yet fulfilled its poten-
tial, but that’s investing in 
it, where the Legislature, 
the governor’s office, the 
stakeholder community are 
all aligned,” Stewart said. 
“You’re going to have strong 
investment; you’re going to 
have strong support to make 
a difference ... for kids who 
traditionally the system 
hasn’t served well.”

Stewart previously led 
the Philadelphia school 
d ist r ic t ’s i mprovement 
a nd  i n no v a t ion  of f ic e 
and began his career as 
a middle school teacher. 
He ea r ned a doc tor ate 
degree in education lead-
ership from the Harvard 
Graduate School on Edu-
cation.

The leadership change 

Philly nonprofit leader takes 
over  N.M. education system

Ryan Stewart, took control of the New Mexico Education 
Department as it  plans major reforms for a heavily Latino 
and Native American population. — (AP PHOTO/MORGAN LEE)
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