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Former Minneapolis police off icer 
Derek Chauvin knelt on George Floyd’s 
head and neck for 4 minutes and 45 sec-
onds as Floyd cried out for help, stayed 
on his neck as Floyd flailed and had sei-
zures for 53 seconds, and then remained 
on a non-responsive Floyd for another 3 
minutes and 51 seconds, prosecutors said 
during opening statements in Chauvin’s 
criminal trial on Monday.

“Mr. Derek Chauvin betrayed this badge 
when he used excessive and unreasonable 
force upon the body of Mr. George Floyd,” 
prosecuting attorney Jerry Blackwell said. 
“That he put his knees upon his neck and 
his back, grinding and crushing him until 
the very breath — no, ladies and gentle-
men — until the very life was squeezed out 
of him.”

The opening statements from Black-
well, as well as a rebuttal from Chau-

vin’s defense team, highlighted the first 
day of Chauvin’s long-awaited crimi-
nal trial. The legal wrangling comes 10 
months after Floyd’s death launched a 
summer of protest, unrest and a soci-

eta l reckon i ng w it h A mer ica’s past 
and present of anti-Black racism and 
aggressive policing.
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Philadelphia’s Democratic City Commit-
tee has snubbed District Attorney Larry 
Krasner by not endorsing the incumbent in 
the upcoming primary.

The city committee’s executive board 
decided to back neither Krasner nor his chal-
lenger, Carlos Vega, in the May 18 primary, 
according to KYW Newsradio.

Charles Peruto Jr. is running as the lone 
Republican in that party’s primary, yet he 
has vowed to drop out of the race if Vega pre-
vails in the Democratic primary.

Bob Brady, the head of the city’s Dem-
ocratic committee, did not respond to a 
request for comment on Monday.

Brandon Evans, Krasner’s campaign 
manager, said in an email the campaign 
was not surprised the Democratic commit-
tee’s executive board avoided endorsing 
either candidate. He noted Krasner won 
the 2017 primary without the committee’s 
endorsement.

Evans said K rasner’s campaign has 
received severa l ot her endorsements 
already, including from several city wards 
and unions; progressive groups, including 
the Working Families Party and Reclaim 
Philadelphia; and U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
(D-Mass.).

“Larry’s public endorsements will con-
tinue snowballing over the next months as 
Larry connects with his real base — voters 
— and various wards, organizations and 
community groups announce their support,” 
Evans said.

Trevor Maloney, a spokesman for Vega’s 
campaign, did not return a request for com-
ment.

The committee’s decision to not endorse 
a Democratic incumbent is rare but not 
unheard of.
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WASHINGTON — The Biden administra-
tion is extending a federal moratorium on 
evictions of tenants who have fallen behind 
on rent during the coronavirus pandemic.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention on Monday moved to continue the 
pandemic-related protection, which had 
been scheduled to expire on Wednesday. 
The moratorium is now extended through 
the end of June.

The ban, initially put in place last year, 
provides protection for renters out of concern 
that having families lose their homes and 
move into shelters or share crowded con-
ditions with relatives or friends during the 
pandemic would further spread the highly 
contagious virus, which has killed more than 
545,000 people in the United States.

To be eligible for the housing protection, 
renters must earn $198,000 annually or less 
for couples filing jointly, or $99,000 for single 
filers; demonstrate that they’ve sought gov-
ernment help to pay the rent; declare that 
they can’t pay because of COVID-19 hard-
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A few months ago, the Board of Educa-
tion adopted goals and guardrails, a five-
year plan to raise student achievement in 
Philadelphia public schools.

Board President Joyce Wilkerson reflect-
ed on the decision to change how the School 
District of Philadelphia operates and what it 
means for the district moving forward.

Wilkerson was appointed to the School 
Reform Commission (SRC) in November 
2016 and led the transition to the Board of 
Education in 2018.

“Over the last five years, the district has 
had more performance schools, we’ve 
reduced the number of low-performing 
schools, and we’ve increased the four-year 
graduation rate,” Wilkerson said.

“However, for nearly 20 years the district 
has been focused on system survival and 
we still have some attributes of that left. We 
have a school district that is underfunded 
and doesn’t have the facilities that we need.

“We still have a lot of work to do and it’s 
time for us to move from system survival 
to a focus on student success,” Wilkerson 
added.

An analysis of SRC activity showed that 
the commission just spent 10% of its time 
focusing on student achievement.

Under the goals and guardrails plan, the 
board will dedicate a significant percent-
age of its time to setting achievement goals 
in reading, math, and college and career 

readiness and will have substantial check-
ins on those goals at every school board 
meeting.

The board, as the district’s governing 
body, will still be responsible for voting 
on contracts and conducting the business 
of the school system, but it will spend less 
time on operational matters and more on 
academics.

Wilkerson said the action meetings are 
now dedicated to progress monitoring, 
and the new structure will also evaluate 
the performance of School Superintendent 
William Hite.

The board started the new approach to 
governance in January.

“We have a five-year calendar at each 
meeting where we review one or two of 
the goals or guardrails and ask the super-
intendent very specific questions,” Wilk-
erson said. “We’re going to be monitoring 
publicly and doing self-assessment as the 
board.

“We have a budget that aligns resources 
with our vision and we’re going to make 
sure that all district initiatives align with our 
goals and guardrails.”

‘It’s time to focus on student success’

Philadelphia Board of Education President 
Joyce Wilkerson. 
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Exhibit A: Jury sees video 

From foreground left, attorney Ben Crump, the Rev. Al Sharpton and Brandon Williams, nephew of George Floyd, take a knee for 8 
minutes and 46 seconds during a news conference at the Hennepin County Government Center in Minneapolis on the first day of the 
Derek Chauvin murder trial Monday. — STAR TRIBUNE PHOTO VIA AP/JERRY HOLT

Defense attorney Eric Nelson, left, and former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin 
listen during pre-trial motions prior to opening statements Monday. — COURT TV VIA AP, POOL

Murder trial opens in death of George Floyd

Prosecution: “Derek Chauvin betrayed 
his badge when he used excessive and 
unreasonable force” 

Defense: “Derek Chauvin did exactly 
what he had been trained to do over the 

course of his 19-year career” 

School board chair wants to move past ‘system survival’


