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Dozens of people have 
died while hundreds more 
have been wounded from 
the gun violence that has 
plagued Philadelphia — 
with most of the victims 
being people of color.

Filmmaker Nazir Alston 
a long w it h h i s  f at her, 
co-producer Robert Her-
shey Alston, took an eye-
witness approach in rais-
ing awareness about the 
problem v ia their third 
documentary, “AWAKEN: A 
Tale of Inner-City Violence, 
Crime, and its Impact.” 
An earlier project by their 
company, NKG Produc-
tions, looked at the sickle 
cell disease.

The 32-minute film was 
screened at the Christian 
Street Y on May 13, and has 
since been entered into a 
few film festivals.

“The actual heart and 
soul of the project came 
from the young teens and 
young youth of the YMCA,” 
Nazir Alston said. “The 
project is basically about 
gun violence in South Phil-
adelphia, and Philadelphia 

as a whole, and how vio-
lence has affected these 
young individuals.”

For the documentar y, 
the father-and-son team 
thought it was important 
to involve local youth in 
the actual production and 
development. Thus grew 
the idea of having personal 
perspectives, as the youth 
chose to provide a first-per-
son account of the havoc 
and trauma that gun vio-
lence had created in their 
communities.

“It  w a s k i nd of ha rd 
because the youth were 
the interviewers and the 
interviewees as well,” Nazir 
Alston said.

The first-hand narratives 
brought home the effects of 
gun violence. Participants, 
who ranged in age from 
12 to 18, discussed their 
personal experiences with 
gun violence. Some talked 
about how friends or family 
members were shot and the 
impact it had down the line 
— to them personally.

“ I t  w a s  h a r d  a g a i n 
because I actually have a 
connection to the project 

Youth get personal 
in documentary 
about gun violence
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The allegations of sexual 
harassment and discrimina-
tion by two Black Philadel-
phia police officers against 
others in the department 
were enough to compel the 
city’s top cop, Richard Ross, 
to resign.

But additional top brass 
in the department named 
in the legal action, including 
Mayor Jim Kenney’s interim 
pick to lead 6,300-member 
force, will remain in place.

In the wake of Ross’ res-
ignation, Kenney evaded 
answering why the other 
police supervisors and Act-
ing-Commissioner Chris-
tine Coulter won’t be affect-
ed by the allegations, saying 
he cannot comment about 
litigation.

Kenney said a third party 
will investigate the allega-
tions and make recommen-
dations. The mayor provided 
no timeline for the inves-
t igation or when he w il l 
appoint a new permanent 
commissioner.

“T he i nvest igat ion i s 
ongoi ng ,”  Ken ne y s a id 
during a news conference 
Wednesday.

“We will have a new com-
missioner at some point 
in time,” he said. “We will 
have in place what we need 
to address these issues.”

Kenney spoke in the May-
or’s Reception Room beside 
Cou lter, Cit y Ma nag i ng 

Director Brian Abernathy 
and others.

Kenney also shed light on 
the timeline of Ross’ resig-
nation.

Ross gave his resignation 
to Abernathy on Monday, 
Kenney said. But the mayor 
said he spoke with Ross that 
same day and requested they 
revisit it on Tuesday because 
Kenney, who had returned 
from vacation, “wasn’t aware 
of all the details of what was 
going on”

Ross held firm to his deci-

sion to leave the depart-
ment and Kenney issued a 
news release about Ross’ 
departure around 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday.

“It was h is decision,” 
Kenney said. “And I think 
it was the right decision for 
him.”

Kenney said he believed 
last week’s standoff in the 
Nicetown-Tioga neighbor-
hood, in which six police 
of f icers were wou nded, 
might have made Ross want 
to retire.

“I asked him, ‘Are you 
OK?’” Kenney said about a 
conversation with Ross after 
a news conference about 
the standoff. “He said, No, 
I’m tired. I’m really tired.’ I 
think that that’s all part of 
what this all culminated in.”

T he mayor had g low-
ing words for Ross, calling 
him a “great leader,” who 
i mproved t ra nspa renc y 
and data collection, and will 
leave the department better 

Kenney stands by Ross in wake 
of commissioner’s resignation

Former Philadelphia Police Commissioner Richard Ross speaks with the media outside Police Administration Building at 
8th and Race streets on Wednesday. Ross abruptly resigned Tuesday, a day after a woman in the department claimed in a 
lawsuit that he allegedly ignored her claim of another officer’s sexual harassment.

— JESSICA GRIFFIN/THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER VIA AP

Mayor Jim Kenney, left, speaks in the Mayor’s Reception Room inside City Hall beside City 
Managing Director Brian Abernathy, middle, and Acting Police Commissioner Christine 
Coulter, right, on Wednesday. — PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE PHOTO/MICHAEL D’ONOFRIO

Filmmaker Nazir Alston, left, and co-producer Robert Her-
shey Alston used first-hand accounts about gun violence 
from the youth involved in making documentary.

— SUBMITTED PHOTO
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It was ultimately a means 
of taking on police brutality 
and systemic racial injus-
tice, but former NFL quar-
terback Colin Kaepernick 
says his decision to kneel in 
protest during the pregame 
National A nt hem began 
with one man.

Mario Woods.
“T he d iscussion hap-

pened shortly after the exe-
cution of Mario Woods,” 
Kaepernick told Paper mag-
azine, a publication focus-
ing on fashion and enter-
tainment.

That was Dec. 2, 2015, 
nine months before Kaeper-
nick infamously chose to 
sit during the “Star-Span-
gled Banner” ahead of his 
San Francisco 49ers taking 
the field. The protest later 
evolved into kneeling after 
onetime Seattle Seahawk 

and Green Beret Nate Boyer 
convinced Kaepernick it 
would be more respectful 
to the nation’s military, the 
ex-quarterback has said.

Woods’ k i l l i ng i n Sa n 
Francisco’s Bayview neigh-
borhood set off months of 
protest s.  A repor t later 
indicated that the 26-year-
old had suffered 21 gun-
shot wou nds, includ ing 
two to the head and six in 
his back.

Authorities alleged that 
Woods was a stabbing sus-
pect who was on numerous 
drugs when confronted by 
police. Officers opened fire 
only after he refused to drop 
a knife, they said.

Several cell phone videos 
of t he i ncident, howev-
er, showed f ive of f icers 
unleashing a barrage of 
g unf ire on Woods as he 
was surrounded by a sea of 
police. Critics of the police 

response said Woods was 
too far away from officers to 
present a legitimate threat of 
injury or death.

The incident led the US 
Ju s t ic e  D e p a r t me nt  t o 
recommend w idespread 
changes in the San Francis-

co Police Department, but 
it also led to a discussion 
between Kaepernick and his 
partner, TV and radio per-
sonality Nessa Diab, better 
known simply as Nessa.

The pair devised a plan, 
Kaepernick told Paper, that 

led to the launch of his Know 
Your Rights Camp, which 
bills itself as a youth initia-
tive aimed at advancing “the 
liberation and well-being 
of Black and brown com-
munities through educa-
tion, self-empowerment, 
mass-mobilization and the 
creation of new systems that 
elevate the next generation 
of change leaders.”

“This movement needs all 
types of people,” Kaeper-
nick said, according to the 
magazine. “From athletes 
to healers to poets and art-
ists to scholars and lawyers, 
we need everyone to con-
tribute to the struggle. The 
struggle is affecting all of 
us, period.”

A f t e r  Wo o d s ’  d e a t h , 
Kaepernick began reading 
books that would help him 
draw a blueprint for the 
camp and what it would 
impart, Nessa told Paper. 

Many of the books dealt in 
societal struggle, including 
Alex Haley’s “The Autobiog-
raphy of Malcolm X,” Angela 
Dav is’ “Women, Race & 
Class” and Black Panther 
Pa r t y co-fou nder Hue y 
Newton’s autobiography, 
“Revolutionary Suicide.”

“If Colin wasn’t reviewing 
a playbook,” Nessa told the 
magazine, “he was reading 
a history book.”

Kaepernick, who led the 
49ers to t he 2013 Super 
Bowl, hasn’t played in more 
than 900 days, his last game 
coming January 1, 2017, in a 
loss to the Seattle Seahawks.

He and former teammate 
Eric Reid, now of the Caro-
lina Panthers, filed griev-
ances alleging teams were 
keeping them from playing 
because of their activism. 
Both players settled their 
cases against the NFL in 
February. — (CNN)

Colin Kaepernick reveals what led him to risk his career

Colin Kaepernick
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