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Pennsylvania is dealing with 
a major teacher shortage.

The Commonwealth will need 
thousands of new teachers by 
2025, but fewer college students 
are entering the education field 
and more teachers are leaving 
the profession.

According to the Pennsylva-
nia Department of Education, 
Pennsylvania issued licenses 
to 20,000 new teachers a decade 
ago, but last year the state certi-
fied only 6,000.

The School District of Phila-
delphia opened the school year 
with more than 200 teacher 
vacancies, and last month the 
Board of Education approved 
more than 100 teacher resigna-
tions and retirements.

“We have a teacher shortage 
crisis today in Pennsylvania,” 

Gov. Josh Shapiro said during 
a recent visit to George Wash-
ington Carver High School of 
Engineering and Science. “If we 
fail to act, we will have an even 
greater crisis tomorrow.”

Shapiro v isited the North 
Philadelphia school Wednesday. 
It was his first visit to a Phila-
delphia school since becoming 
governor in January.

He was joined at Carver by 
School District of Philadelphia 
superintendent Tony Watling-
ton Sr., Board of Education pres-
ident Reginald Streater, Board of 
Education vice president Mal-
lory Fix-Lopez, City Council 
president Darrell Clarke, state 
Rep. Donna Bullock and state 
Sens. Sharif Street and Vincent 
Hughes.

“Research says that the single 
most important factor in stu-
dent learning is a highly quali-
fied, well-supported and stable 

teaching force over time,” Wat-
lington said.

“ We’r e ple a s e d t h at  ou r 
governor took t ime to come 
to C a r ver a nd s p end t i me 

ta l k i ng w it h t he pr i ncipa l, 
teachers a nd st udent s a nd 
h e a r  d i r e c t l y  f r o m  t h e m 

Shapiro plan tackles 
Pa. teacher shortage

Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro speaks at George Washington Carver High School of Engineering and Science to discuss his plan 
Wednesday to address the state’s teacher shortage. He is joined by Philadelphia schools superintendent Tony Watlington Sr., from left, 
state Rep. Donna Bullock, state Sen. Sharif Street, state Sen. Vincent Hughes, City Council president Darrell Clarke, Philadelphia School 
District Board president Reginald L. Streater and Carver principal Darryl Johnson Jr. —SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Shapiro talks with students in a classroom at Carver during his visit 
Wednesday.
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A new survey commissioned by AARP 
Pennsylvania shows what key issues Black 
Philadelphia voters over the age of 50 are 
thinking about for the 2023 mayoral race.

The survey showed that Black voters over 
50 are worried about inflation, pedestrian 
and street safety, gun violence and housing.

In the poll, 47% of Black voters said that 
they have thought about moving out of their 
neighborhood in the past year due to per-
sonal safety and security concerns, high 
property taxes and wanting to live in an 
area with a lower cost of living.

AARP’s poll found that 84% of Black 
voters over 50 are more likely to vote in the 
2023 mayoral race compared with 81% of 
voters overall.

“This poll shows just how much Black 
voters over 50 are watching key issues their 
communities have spent decades fighting 
for,” said AARP Pennsylvania state director 
Bill Johnston-Walsh.

AARP poll 
reveals top 
concerns of 
older voters
Black Philadelphians have 
high likelihood of voting

In a new AARP poll, Black voters over 50 say 
they are worried about inflation, pedestrian 
and street safety, gun violence and housing. 

—AARP PHOTO
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 A new report about African 
Americans in Pennsylvania 
says grades for this group are 
com i ng up A’s i n some key 
areas.

“There are some sur pris-
i ng t h i ngs i n t h is repor t ... 
t he s tor y i s  s o of t en w h at 
we are not doing (right) but 
t h is is what we a re doi ng,” 
said state Sen. Art Haywood, 
whose office recently issued 
the State of Black Pennsylva-
nia Report 2010-2021.

It says, more Black house-
holds than ever are earning 
over $100,000 a year, 54,000 
more Black households than 
a decade ago.

A l s o ,  t h e  B l a c k  a n n u a l 
med ia n household i ncome 
i nc rea sed f rom $ 31,0 0 0 i n 
2010 to 42,000 in 2021. The 
t ot a l  B l a c k  p op u l a t ion  i n 
pover t y decl ined by 55,591 

persons over that last 10 years 
or so — a change of –14.22%.

“What this report tells us is 
that when we advance poli-
cies and legislation to improve 
the lives of Pennsylvanians, 

if those policies are applied 
fairly across the board, Black 
folks will benefit,” state Rep. 
Donna Bullock said.

More A f r ica n A mer ica ns 
have bachelor’s deg rees or 

h i g her  t h a n 10 y e a r s  a go, 
t hat ’s 114,885 Black Pen n-
sylva n ia ns w it h bachelor’s 
degrees as of 2021 compared 
to 76,766 in 2010. There were 
146,383 A f r ican A mericans 
w it h associate’s deg rees or 
with some college education 
i n  2 0 21,  u p f r om 13 0, 3 7 7. 
Higher education is up nearly 
75% for Black men and nearly 
50% for Black women.

More A f r ica n A mer ica ns 
in Pennsylvania have health 
i n s u r a n c e ,  o f  s o m e  k i n d , 
than a decade ago and Black 
Pen ns ylva n ia ns who don’t 
have a personal doctor fell by 
11%. Further, Black medical 
school g raduates rose f rom 
48 to 75 people between 2010 
and 2021.

To add to t he good news, 
t he i nc a rc er at ion r at e for 
African-Americans is dow n 
dramat ical ly — by 8,000 in 

State of Black Pennsylvania report
shows positive trends in past decade

Pennsylvania state Sen. Art Haywood says The State of Black Penn-
sylvania Report is the first of its kind to compare “ourselves to our-
selves.” —AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKE
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WASHINGTON — Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen said Thursday that the nation’s 
banking system was sound and that the 
Biden administration was committed to 
ensuring that U.S. bank deposits were safe.

Yellen’s comments, in prepared testi-
mony before a Senate Finance Committee 
hearing, came days after the Treasury sec-
retary and other federal regulators moved 
to shore up the financial system and con-
tain fallout from the collapse of Silicon 
Valley Bank.

On Sunday, the Federal Reserve, the Trea-
sury Department and the Federal Deposit 

Yellen says U.S. 
banking system 
‘remains sound’

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen testifies 
before the Senate Finance Committee on 
Capitol Hill, in Washington on Thursday. 

— NEW YORK TIMES PHOTO/SARAH SILBIGER


