
John Blake

Ta l k t o  a n y one w ho h a s 
known John Lewis for any length 
of time and you’ll eventually 
hear the story about him preach-
ing to the chickens.

It goes something like this: 
Lewis was a shy Black kid with 
a stutter who was determined to 
be a preacher while growing up 
in rural Alabama during the Jim 
Crow era. He’d practice his call-
ing by going to the henhouse on 
his family’s farm and delivering 
sermons to his captive flock.

Lewis — whose family called 
him “Robert,” his middle name 
— g re w so at t ached to h i s 
feathered congregation that he 
conducted chicken weddings, 
baptisms and even eulogized 
chicken funerals. W hen his 
chickens were unavailable for 
worship, he would corral his 

younger siblings and cousins 
and preach to them. They nick-
named him “Preacher.”

The Georgia congressman, 
whose district includes Atlan-

ta, has told the chicken story so 
much that when a friend invited 
him to deliver some brief remarks 
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At least six candidates are 
seeking election to the 198th 
state House District seat, 
which soon will be vacated 
by legendary state Rep. Rosita 
Youngblood.

And one of them already 
has gotten a deep-throat-
e d  e n d o r s e m e n t  f r o m 
Youngblood, the first Afri-
can-American woman ever 
elected to a leadership posi-
tion in the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly.

That endorsement, ahead 
of the April 28 primary elec-
tion, went to Darisha Parker, 
who has worked in constitu-
ent services in Youngblood’s 
office for two years and has 
her own public relations 
company.

The others in the race 
include Fareed Abdullah, a 
teacher and political activ-
ist who ran for City Council 
last year; children’s advocate 
Nikki Bagby; Michael Cog-
bill, a former policy organiz-
er for CeasefirePA; Supreme 
Divine Dow, the executive 
director of the Black Writ-
ers Museum; and Bernard 
Williams, who serves on the 
39th Police District Adviso-
ry Council and heads up a 
diversionary program in the 
District Attorney’s Office. 
All six candidates are Dem-
ocrats.

While Parker has never 
held an elected office, Young-
blood, who has held the seat 
since she won a special elec-
tion in 1994, believes that 
Parker is an excellent fit for 
the district, which includes 
East and Southeast German-
town, Sommerville, Nice-

Bill Barrow

Be yond t he president ia l  c a nd idates 
themselves, the Nevada caucuses Saturday 
will test Democratic National Committee 
Chairman Tom Perez as he tries to keep an 
already messy primary season from devolv-
ing into chaos.

“We are working around the clock,” Perez 
said, predicting a smoother process than 
the debacle that still leaves the Feb. 3 Iowa 
caucuses without certified results. “We’re 
all going to school on the lessons of Iowa.”

Aware of the stakes, Perez cautioned on 
Friday that Democrats’ third nominating 
contest is just the next step in what could 
be a long, bruising primary season. “As a 
former marathon runner,” Perez said, “I 
would observe we are in perhaps mile 2.”

Nevada is just the latest high-pressure 
crucible for Perez, the former labor secre-
tary under President Barack Obama. Perez 
won the party chairmanship in a rancorous 
Februar y 2017 election, and he spent the 
three years since promising a “fair” 2020 

Susan Haigh

HARTFORD, Conn. — Several states 
have beg u n pick ing up t he tab for 
family planning services at clinics run 
by Planned Parenthood, which last 
year quit a $260 million federal funding 
program over a Trump administration 
rule prohibiting clinics from referring 
women for abortions.

States including New Jersey, Massa-
chusetts and Hawaii already are pro-
viding new funding, and Democratic 
governors in Connecticut and Pennsyl-
vania have proposed carving out money 
in state budgets to counter the effects of 
the national provider’s fallout with the 
Republican presidential administration.

The proposals have stirred political 
debates over abortion at the state level, 
with some opponents claiming it’s a gov-
ernment endorsement of abortion and 
an inappropriate use of taxpayer money.

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont ear-
marked $1.2 million for Planned Par-
enthood in his new budget proposal. The 
executive director of the Connecticut 
Catholic Conference, Christopher Healy, 
criticized it as a purely political act.

“Where is the pressing need here to do 
this?” Healy said, arguing Planned Par-
enthood does not need taxpayer money. 
“They have the ability to raise money.”

Lamont said he wants to help cover 
an expected shortfall for Planned Par-
enthood to ensure women in Connecti-
cut have access to all the health services 
they need. A spokesman for Lamont 
said the administration doesn’t want 
the abortion debate to stymie access to 
things like contraception and cervical 
cancer screenings.

“Look, this is the law of the land. Here 
in a state like this, we believe that abor-
tion rights are right, and we believe they 
ought to be affordable for folks who oth-
erwise might not have that availability,” 
Lamont said. “So I think it’s the right 
thing to do.”

Nationwide, about 4 million women 
across the U.S., many low-income and 
uninsured, were receiving services last 
year under the Title X federal program, 
including STD testing, various screen-
ings, education and wellness exams. 
Planned Parenthood and some other 
providers decided to withdraw from the 
program rather than comply with what 
Planned Parenthood calls the Trump 
administration’s “gag order,” which bars 

DNC chair unbowed by 2020 fracas

Chair of the Democratic National Committee, Tom Perez, speaks before a Democratic presidential 
primary debate in Atlanta. — AP PHOTO/JOHN BAZEMORE, FILE
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‘MY JOB IS TO WIN’

John Lewis:  
Last of his kind

He dressed up at Comic-Con. He preached to chickens. 
He’s the civil rights icon, politician you don’t know. 

President Barack Obama, right, hugs U.S. Representative John Lewis, one of the original marchers at 
Selma, during an event marking the 50th Anniversary of the Selma to Montgomery civil rights marches at 
the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, in 2015. — SAUL LOEB/AFP

Congressman John Lewis at the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, 
Alabama. — JEREMY MOORHEAD /CNN


