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Tribune News Report

La Salle University President Col-
leen M. Hanycz has announced the 
appointment of Brian Baptiste as the 
university’s next Director of Intercol-
legiate Athletics and Recreation.

“I am thrilled to welcome Brian to 
the Explorer family,” she said. “Brian 
rose to the top of a highly-quali-
fied candidate pool. His depth and 
breadth of experience in Division I 
Athletics leadership coupled with 
his commitment to integrity and the 
holistic student-athlete experience 
make him the perfect choice to lead 
La Salle Athletics into this next chap-
ter.”

Baptiste, who officially assumes 
his new position on Aug. 1, will be 
introduced on June 18 with a wel-
come event and press conference at 
Founders’ Hall on the La Salle Uni-
versity campus.

“I want to thank President Hanycz, 
Joe Meade, and the entire search 
committee for t heir t remendous 
belief in me to ser ve as t he nex t 
Director of Intercollegiate Athletics 
and Recreation at La Salle,” Baptiste 
said.

“This is a dream opportunity to 
work at an institution with a rich his-
tory and storied tradition rooted in 
unwavering faith, service to others, 
and a commitment to developing 
the entire person, all in a world-class 
city like Philadelphia. Through strong 
alignment with the University’s mis-

sion and values, our coaches and staff 
will be inspired every day to provide 
an exceptional student-athlete expe-
rience academically, socially, and 
athletically for the sustained success 
of all La Salle Explorers. My family 
and I are honored to join such an 
amazing community,” added Bap-
tiste.

A rising star in his field, Baptiste 
comes to La Salle after nearly seven 
years at Northwestern, where he has 
served as Deputy Director of Athlet-
ics for Capital Projects and Opera-
tions since 2015. In that role, he was 
responsible for all capital projects 
for Athletics and Recreation and had 
oversight of athletic facilities, event 
management, equipment services, 
and recreation. During his time at 
Northwestern, he also served as sport 
administrator for the men’s basket-
ball, women’s volleyball, men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving, and 
women’s cross country programs.

“Over nearly seven years Brian has 
made his mark on the most transfor-
mational era in Northwestern Ath-
letics history,” said Northwestern’s 
Combe Family Vice President for 
Athletics & Recreation Jim Phillips. 
“He has been an invaluable colleague 
and member of my executive staff, 
and directed a $500 million facilities 
evolution that required truly extraor-
dinary collaboration. His educational 
credentials and business acumen are 
impeccable and, most importantly, 
his commitment to student-athletes 

is unwavering. This is an exciting 
day for anyone who loves the La Salle 
Explorers, and I am ecstatic for Brian, 
Jessica, and their children to have 
this incredible opportunity.”

At La Sa l le, Bapt iste succeeds 
Bi l l  Br ad s h aw ’6 9,  w ho re c ent-
ly announced his retirement after 
nearly 40 years of service to intercol-
legiate athletics. He will lead a pro-
gram that includes 25 varsity sports 
and over 500 student-athletes.

“Brian is a great choice to contin-
ue the upward trajectory of La Salle 
University Athletics,” Bradshaw said. 
“Jim Phillips is a dear friend of mine 
and has spoken very highly of Brian’s 
accomplishments at Northwestern. I 
couldn’t be happier knowing that my 
alma mater is in such capable hands.”

Dur ing his t ime at Nor t hwest-
er n, Bapt iste oversaw u nprece-
dented athletic facilit y upgrades, 
i nclud i ng t he $270 m i l l ion con-
struction of the Ryan Fieldhouse, 
Wilson Field, and Wa lter At hlet-
ic s  C e nt e r.  T he pr oje c t ,  w h ic h 
impacted 19 prog rams and more 
than 500 student-athletes, provid-
ed varsit y sport programs, along 
w ith club and intramural sports, 
a  s t ate- of-t he-a r t  de velopment 
center desig ned to en ha nce t he 
student-athlete experience.

In addition, Baptiste led the plan-
ning and construction of the $110 
million renovation of Welsh-Ryan 

La Salle’s new head of 
intercollegiate athletics

Brian Baptiste has been appointed LaSalle University’s next Director of Intercollegiate Athletics and Recreation. 
— PHOTO / LASALLE UNIVERSITY
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Chestnut Hill’s Canvas Skin Spa 
celebrated its expansion into a new 
space this weekend, now offering 
addit ional ser v ices in one of t he 
oldest buildings of the city.

Named The More Canvas Sk in 
Lounge, the space, built in 1796, is 
adjacent to Canvas’ original build-
ing and allows the Spa to offer more 
services.

“I’m e x c it e d .  It ’s  a  long t i me 
coming,” said Bridgett Ward, Canvas 
founder. “It’s another chapter in my 
growth. It also allows those who have 
worked for us at the grassroots level 
to see us developing and for them to 
stay here because this is such a high 
turnover industry for staffing. It’s 
been a consistent steadiness.”

The new side includes two rooms, 
one of which has two massage tables 
for couples or friends who want to 
receive services together. There is 
also an “occasion retail room” that 
offers organic skincare products by 
a Black-owned brand, makeup and 
accessories.

The development also brings a 
fresh focus on existing services and 
new ones. One that Ward empha-
sized at t he launch of t he g rand 
opening is the balancing facial for 
women suffering from breakouts at 
menstruation.

“I kept seeing women, when I’m 
doing ot her ser v ices, w it h t hese 
bumps and I’m looking to say, ‘some-
thing is going on here’ but I didn’t 
know what it is,” Ward said. “Many 
times [we] think it’s stress, not know-
ing it’s hormonal. The stress is one 

hormonal imbalance but our body 
going through the hormonal change 
of releasing waste is another whole 
different thing.”

Ward said even though this spe-
ci f ic ser v ice of add ressi ng sk i n 
problems caused by menstruation 
was originally for teen clients, she 
wants to expand it for adult clients 
to let them k now they don’t have 
to suffer just because it is a regular 
occurrence, but that it is treatable 
and preventable.

“Working with the younger group 
has allowed me the opportunity to 
see it’s a struggle situation for some 
women,” Ward said. “I will definitely 
[ask] what is their intake of water. I 
will probably have a quick series on 
water being our friend.

Chestnut Hill’s Canvas Skin spa expands into new space

Bridgett Ward, left, and Danielle Vann are pictured in the new 
massage room. — TRIBUNE PHOTO SAMARIA BAILEY
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State Sen. Vincent Hughes 
(D-Phila.) and area pediatri-
cians are calling for legisla-
tive action and a $500 mil-
lion “superfund” to tackle 
childhood lead poisoning 
throughout Pennsylvania.

This comes in response 
to a new Joint State Govern-
ment Commission report 
that found a potential for 
lead exposure in all areas 
of the state due to the age of 
Pennsylvania’s infrastruc-
ture. Much of Pennsylva-
nia’s housing, school build-
ings and drinking supply 
systems were constructed 
before use of lead in plumb-
ing and paint was banned.

“There is essentially no 
safe harbor from lead con-
taminat ion any where,” 
Yvonne Llewellyn Hursh, 
counsel for the Joint State 
Government Commission, 
said during a press confer-
ence Friday in West Phila-
delphia.

“There is not one county 
that doesn’t have a school or 
a water system or housing 
that was built during the era 
of lead.”

The commission issued 
12 recommendations, such 
as requiring universal blood 
screening of children for 
lead poisoning; mandating 
inspections/certifications 
of childcare facilities for 
lead exposure; requiring 
all school drinking water 
systems to be inspected 
and certified; permitting 
municipal authorities oper-
ating public drinking water 
systems to replace lateral 
lead service lines and the 
establishment of a statewide 
rental housing registry.

The lead-safe housing reg-
istry would allow property 
owners to record any lead 
abatement or remediation 
they have done on a prop-

erty, “so that tenants who 
are looking for properties 
will be able to see if based 
on the age of the building, 
is it at risk for lead and has 
the owner done anything to 
ameliorate that risk,” Hursh 
said.

The recommendations 
come as thousands of chil-
dren throughout Pennsyl-
vania are being impacted 
by lead poisoning.

Hughes wants to establish 
a $500 million superfund 
to assist property owners 
throughout the state in con-
ducting lead abatement. 
The funds would be used 
by local communities to 
defray costs associated with 
remediating lead, including 
replacing lead or copper 
lead-soldered pipes, remov-
ing lead paint or removing 
soil with evaluated lead 
levels.

He seeks to decrease the 
rates of childhood lead poi-
soning.

“It ’s going to take an 
aggressive, informed com-
munity that is not afraid 
to act, not afraid to speak 
up and is not afraid to deal 
with this very real injustice 
— a toxic injustice — that is 
happening to our children,” 
Hughes said.

During the press confer-
ence, local pediatricians 
highlighted the effects of 
lead poisoning on children.

“We pediatricians know 
t he lead poisoning is a 
very serious health issue 
for many young children 
and their families and it 
has been shown to be very 
harmful to children under 
six years of age,” said Dr. 
Susan Robbins, a member 
of the Pennsylvania Chapter 
of the American Academy of 
Pediatrics.

“Although lead can affect 
also every organ and system 
in the body, exposure to lead 
can increase a child’s risk 
for damage to the brain and 
nervous system, with slow 
development and behav-
ior problems, among other 
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State Sen. Hughes is flanked by health officials during 
a press conference held Friday in West Philadelphia to 
address Pennsylvania’s lead problem.
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