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The dean of the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School issued 
a statement Tuesday, condemning 
a professor’s assertion that Amer-
ica “will be better off with more 
whites and fewer nonwhites.”

Professor Amy Wax’s comments 
“espouse a bigoted theory of white 
cultural and ethnic supremacy; at 
worst, they are racist,” Ted Ruger 
wrote in a statement on the law 
school’s website. “Under any 

framing, such views are repug-
nant to the core values and insti-
tutional practices of both Penn 
Law and the University of Penn-
sylvania.”

Wa x m ade her c om ment s, 
which were first reported by Vox, 
while she spoke on a panel last 
week at the National Conserva-
tism Conference in Washington, 
D.C.

She said immigrants “are too 
loud” and responsible for an 
increase in litter.

“Conservatives need a realistic 
approach to immigration that ... 
preserves the United States as a 
Western and First World nation,” 
Vox quoted her say ing on the 
panel. “We are better off if we 
are dominated numerically ... by 
people from the First World, from 
the West, than by people who are 
from less advanced countries.”

She said her posit ion is not 
racist because her problem with 
nonwhite immigrants is cultural, 
rather than racial.

Alumni reacted quickly, calling 
for the university to fire Wax, or at 
least condemn her remarks.

That might be, in part, because 
the comments were not the first 

racist comments Wax has made 
publicly.

In a video interview from 2017 
that surfaced last year, Wax told 
Brown University professor Glen 
Lour y, “I don’t think I’ve ever 
seen a Black student graduate 
in the top quarter of the class, 
and rarely, rarely in the top half. 
I can think of two students that 
have scored in the top half of my 
required first-year course.”

The statement was disputed by 
Ruger, who later disallowed Wax 
from teaching first-year law students.

Ruger said in his statement 
Tuesday that these “episodes” 

Wednesday, July 24, 2019 | www.phillytrib.com | $1.25

Don’t miss a single issue of The Philadelphia Tribune. Subscribe by calling (215) 893-4611.

Vol. 30, No. 30

DELAWARE COUNTY  

METRO EDITION

Tribune
VOICE OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Amy Wax states on panel that America 
‘will be better off with more whites’

Amy Wax teaches a class at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.
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8th annual charitable 
appreciation party

Penn Law dean: Prof’s comments ‘bigoted’
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HARRISBURG — A feder-
al appeals court on Friday 
kept alive a lawsuit brought 
by Mumia Abu-Jamal, who 
was convicted in the killing 
a Philadelphia police offi-
cer in 1981, that alleges his 
rights were violated when 
he was denied hepatitis C 
drugs.

T h e  3 r d  U. S .  C i r c u i t 
Court of Appeals upheld 
a low er- c ou r t  de c i s ion 
that Corrections Depart-
ment employees were not 
immune to being sued over 
their decisions regarding 
Abu-Jamal.

Abu-Jamal, 65, who is 
serving a life sentence in 
the Pennsylvania prison 
s ystem, says t he i n it ia l 
denial of treating him with 
t wo anti-hepatit is drugs 
violated his constitutional 
right to be free from cruel 

and unusual punishment.
He pr e v iou s l y  w on a 

court order that required 
the prison system to pro-
vide the drugs.

His law yer, Bret Grote, 
said Friday that the treat-
ment was successful.

A Wolf administration 
spokesman said the newly 
issued opinion was under 
review and noted the deci-
sion did not conclude the 
litigation.

On Fr iday, t he t h ree-
judge federal panel ruled 
there are sufficient grounds 
at this point to support his 
claim that he was denied 
appropriate treatment for 
a nonmedical reason — its 
high cost.

“Our ruling here should 
not be read to rule out the 
possibility that the depart-
ment defendants may, at a 
future stage of the litigation, 
be able to establish either a 
lack of medical consensus 
at relevant points as to the 
appropr iate procedures 
surrounding hepatit is C 
treatment or that there were 

Ruling keeps 
Mumia’s 
lawsuit alive
He alleges his rights 
were violated when he 
was denied hepatitis C 
drugs while in prison

Mumia Abu-Jamal leaves Philadelphia City Hall after a hear-
ing in 1995. — AP PHOTO/CHRIS GARDNER, FILE
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The Veterans Group, a nonprofit 
providing transitional housing for 
veterans, has been named a 2019 
Champion in Action in the category 
of Veterans and Military Families.

The award, announced jointly by 
Cit izens Bank, NBC10/Telemun-
do62 and The Philadelphia Inquir-
er, includes $35,000 in unrestricted 
funding, as well as promotional and 
volunteer support for the organiza-
tion’s work.

Champions in Action is part of 
Citizens Helping Citizens Strength-
en Communities, the bank’s pro-
g ra m desig ned to en ha nc e t he 
quality of life and economic vitality 
in local communities. The program 
provides support for nonprofit orga-
nizations to recognize their contri-

butions to communities throughout 
the greater Philadelphia region.

“Citizens Bank is proud to support 
the Veterans Group and the essen-
tial services they provide to veterans 
in need,” Dan Fitzpatrick, president 
of Cit izens Ba n k’s Mid-At la nt ic 
Region, said in a news release.

“This award will bring the orga-
nization and its residents well-de-
served stability and recognition to 
help them reach their full poten-
tial.”

In addition to transitional hous-
ing, the Veterans Group provides 
assistance in obtaining higher edu-
cation and employment for veterans, 
many of whom are recovering from 
substance abuse, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, or dealing with the 
prospect of extended homelessness. 
The nonprofit also provides weekly 

counseling and an alumni group as 
part of its support network.

“ T he v olu nt e e r i s m a nd c a r e 
t hat accompany t he Champions 
in Action award are critical to our 
mission, as they show a most genu-
ine compassion for the well-being of 
veterans in need — which is key to 
helping them overcome the issues 
that have led them to the Veterans 
Group,” sa id Steve Ph i l labau m, 
board president of t he Veterans 
Group.

To date, the Champions in Action 
program has awarded 337 nonprofits 
across the bank’s service area more 
than $9 million in contributions and 
promotional support. In the greater 
Philadelphia region, 47 nonprofits 
have been honored as Champions 
in Action, receiving more than $1.3 
million.

Area veterans organization 
named Champion in Action

From left are Jeff Pearlberg, Citizens Bank vice president and branch network retail director; Nick Loyle, Veterans Group 
board member; Steve Phillabaum, Veterans Group board president; Dan Fitzpatrick, president of Citizens Bank’s Mid-At-
lantic Region; Jenice Armstrong, Philadelphia Inquirer columnist; and Ric Harris, president and general manager of NBC10 
and Telemundo62. — SUBMITTED PHOTO

“Citizens Bank is proud to support 
the Veterans Group and the essential services 

they provide to veterans in need.”

— Dan Fitzpatrick, president of Citizens Bank’s Mid-Atlantic Region


