
Sunday, December 1, 2019 | www.phillytrib.com | $2.50Vol. 19, No. 2

The Philadelphia Tribune
LATE SUNDAY EDITION

VOICE OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Don’t miss a single issue of The Philadelphia Tribune. Subscribe by calling (215) 893-4611.

1884-2019

Caribbean ............ 7A
Opinion ...............10A
Across America .11A
Leisure ...............1-3B

Comics.................. 6B
Religion .............8-9B
Obituaries ..........10B
Sports ...........11-12B

Garth Reeves, publisher 
emeritus of The Miami 
Times, dies at 100

‘Shrek’ actor gives back 
through his skills

OBITUARIES

LIFESTYLES

INSIDE

INDEX

It’s important to 
winterize your skin

LIFESTYLES

WHAT YOU NEED TO 
KNOW ABOUT 

HYPERTENSION, STROKE
SUPPLEMENT

CHURCH OF THE WEEK

MT. PISGAH  
AME CHURCH

RELIGION

Jonathan Martin
Astead W. Herndon

Alexander Burns

WASHINGTON — In early November, a 
few days after Sen. Kamala Harris’ presi-
dential campaign announced widespread 
layoffs and an intensified focus on Iowa, her 
senior aides gathered for a staff meeting at 
their Baltimore headquarters and pelted 
campaign manager Juan Rodriguez with 
questions.

What exactly was Harris’ new strategy? 
How much money and manpower could 
they put into Iowa? What would their pres-
ence be like in other early voting states?

Rodriguez offered general, tentative 
answers that didn’t satisf y the room, 
according to two campaign officials direct-
ly familiar with the conversation. Some 
Harris aides sitting at the table could barely 
suppress their fury about what they saw as 

the undoing of a once-promising campaign. 
Their feelings were reflected days later by 
Kelly Mehlenbacher, the state operations 
director, in a blistering resignation letter 
obtained by The New York Times.

“This is my third presidential campaign 
and I have never seen an organization treat 
its staff so poorly,” Mehlenbacher wrote, 
assailing Rodriguez and Harris’ sister, 
Maya, the campaign chairwoman, for 
laying off aides with no notice. “With less 
than 90 days until Iowa we still do not have 
a real plan to win.”

The 2020 Democratic f ield has been 
defined by its turbulence, with some con-
tenders rising, others dropping out and 
two more jumping in just in November. Yet 
there is only one candidate who rocketed 
to the top tier and then plummeted in early 
state polls to the low single digits: Harris.

From those polling results to Harris’ 
campaign operation, fundraising and 

debate performances, it has been a remark-
able comedown for a senator from the 
country’s largest state, a politician with 
star power who was compared to President 
Barack Obama even before Californians 
elected her to the Senate in 2016.

Yet, even to some Harris allies, her 
decline is more predictable than surpris-
ing. In one instance after another, Harris 
and her closest advisers made flawed deci-
sions about which states to focus on, issues 
to emphasize and opponents to target, all 
while refusing to make difficult personnel 
choices to impose order on an unwieldy 
campaign, according to more than 50 cur-
rent and former campaign staff members 
and allies, most of whom spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity to disclose private con-
versations and assessments involving the 
candidate.

Kamala’s Descent

How candidate’s campaign to be president unraveled

Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris speaks during a rally at Aiken High School in Aiken, S.C. on Saturday. 
— THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE VIA AP/MICHAEL HOLAHAN
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The head of this city’s 
largest organization for 
Black-owned businesses 
believes African-Ameri-
can owned companies are 
doing better than previ-
ously reported.

Donovan Sterling West, 
the president of the Afri-
can American Chamber 
of Com merce of Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware, cast doubt on a 
report this year that found 
less than 3% of all busi-
nesses in the region are 
Black-owned.

“I don’t agree with those 
numbers … It screams out 

that something’s off,” said 
West, who took over the 
400-member organization 
in October.

The f igures stemmed 
f r o m  P e w  C h a r i t a b l e 
Trusts’ annual “State of 
the Cit y” report, which 
revealed that Black-owned 
firms accounted for a mere 
1 in 40 businesses in the 
region, or 2.5%. Its findings 
were based on the most 
recent U.S. Census data 
from 2016.

W hites accounted for 
the largest share of busi-
ness ow nersh ip i n t he 
region at 76%, followed 
by Asians at 10.8%, and 

LOS ANGELES — Gabri-
elle Union thanked sup-
porters for defending her 
amid reports she was fired 
from “America’s Got Talent” 
after complaining about 
racism and other alleged 
on-set issues.

“Just when you feel lost, 
adrift, alone... you got me 
up off the ground. Humbled 
and thankful, forever,” the 
actress tweeted Wednes-
d a y  n i g h t .  S h e  d i d n’t 
directly address her status 
w ith NBC’s talent show, 
and her representatives did 
not respond to requests for 
comment Friday or previ-
ously.

According to repor ts, 
Union and Julianne Hough 
h a v e b e en d r opp e d a s 
“A mer ica’s Got Ta lent ” 
judges after a single season.

Union, who is African 

Black-owned firms 
make up larger share 
of Philly businesses
Chamber leader doubts previous 
report of smaller significance

Gabrielle Union talks amid 
reports she’s off NBC show

Celebrity judges, from left, Howie Mandel, Gabrielle Union, 
Julianne Hough, Simon Cowell on the set of “America’s Got 
Talent,” in Los Angeles. Union is thanking supporters for 
defending her amid reports she was fired from “America’s 
Got Talent” after complaining about racism and other on-set 
issues. —NBC VIA AP/TRAE PATTON
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WASHINGTON — The chairman of 
the House Judiciary Committee asked 
President Donald Trump on Friday to 
say whether he’ll send his attorneys to 
participate in impeachment proceed-
ings before the panel.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler also is asking 
Republicans on his committee which 
witnesses they plan to ask permission 
to subpoena.

The letters from the New York Dem-
ocrat came as the House impeachment 
probe enters a new phase with a hearing 
next week on whether Trump’s actions 
might constitute impeachable offenses.

Two weeks of Intelligence Commit-
tee hearings produced a mountain 
of testimony but didn’t seem to move 
the needle on Capitol Hill, where not 
a single House Republican supported 
establishing the chamber’s impeach-
ment process.

Nadler instructed Trump and top 
panel Republican Doug Collins of 
Georgia to respond by the end of next 
week. The Judiciary Committee meets 
Wednesday in an informational hear-
ing to examine the “constitutional 
grounds for presidential impeachment” 
and could move some time after that to 
hearings where witnesses testify about 
Trump’s actions with Ukraine.

Trump has labeled the proceeding 
by House Democrats a sham, in part 
because he could not have his lawyers 
cross-examine intelligence committee 
witnesses during hearings and deposi-
tions.

The intelligence panel is slated to 
issue a report of its findings next week 
that are intended to form the basis of 
hearings at the Judiciary Committee, 

Trump to 
decide if he 
wants lawyers 
at hearings

President Donald Trump gives thumbs up 
as he steps off Air Force One, accompa-
nied by Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., at 
the Palm Beach International Airport on 
Friday in West Palm Beach, Fla. 

— AP PHOTO/ALEX BRANDON


