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Over the course of the past two school 
years, members of 2021’s graduating class 
have learned lessons never intended to 
be included in any end-of-year testing or 
classroom curriculum.

They made the shift from tradition-
al classrooms to remote learning, their 
schedules and routines were interrupted 
time and time again, they saw national 
protests against racism and social injus-
tice, and watched as a global pandemic 
changed the world right before their eyes.

Despite it all, these five School District of 

Philadelphia seniors have overcome these 
challenges with resilience, tenacity and 
hope.

Together, they are a part of this year’s 
extraordinary Class of 2021. They’re not 
just the youth of today, but also the leaders 
of tomorrow.

Machi Church
As a student of Parkway Northwest High 

School for Peace and Social Justice, Machi 
Church knows the importance of hard work.

He participated in the ROTC program for 
two years and took advantage of a summer 
enrollment program in math at the now 
defunct Delaware Valley Charter School 

where he earned college credits at the com-
pletion of the program.

“The classes were six weeks from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.,” Church said. “The program 
itself was stressful, but it was so worth it 
because I was able to take algebra II and 
trigonometry. Both classes looked better 
on my resume when I applied to the Naval 
Academy.”

Church is graduating 14th out of 63 in 
his class. Once he graduates, he will going 
into the U.S. Naval Academy where he will 
major in mechanical engineering. He said 
he wants to be a naval aviator.

A journey like no other

Parkway Northwest High School for Peace and Social Justice senior Machi Church, left, stands with Central High School senior Sheyla 
Street outside the Philadelphia Art Museum. —TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN

Meet five Philadelphia seniors who  
overcame the challenges

Elahe Izadi

The Pulitzer Prize board awarded a spe-
cial citation on Friday to Darnella Frazier, 
the teenager whose cellphone footage of 
George Floyd’s murder last summer led to 
massive protests and sparked a racial reck-
oning in the country.

Frazier was 17 at the time she filmed 
Floyd’s death under the knee of Minneap-
olis Police officer Derek Chauvin, and she 
testified at Chauvin’s trial where he would 
eventually be convicted. Her video contra-
dicted the initial police account of Floyd’s 
death.

In Friday’s announcement, the board 
said Frazier received the citation for “cou-
rageously reporting the murder of George 
Floyd, a video that spurred protests against 
police brutality around the world, high-
lighting the crucial role of citizens in jour-
nalists’ quest for truth and justice.”

In advance of the announcement, some 
media observers had been calling for the 
Pulitzer Board to give Frazier an award, 
including four-time former Pulitzer juror 
Roy Peter Clark, who acknowledged “the 
material and the creator fall outside the 
traditional boundaries” of the prizes but 
that her video has a “social and ethical 
purpose, one that aligns with journalistic 
values.”

Frazier never intended to produce 

“one of the most important civil rights 
documents in a generation,” as Nieman 
Foundation curator Ann Marie Lipinski 
described it.

She had just been walking her younger 
cousin to the store on May 25, 2020, when 
she saw a struggle between a Black man 
and a White police officer. She then hit 
record on her phone — and didn’t stop for 
about 10 minutes.

Frazier stayed on the sidewalk near Cup 

Foods convenience store to film the video 
that captured Floyd under Chauvin’s 
knee, showing Floyd’s dying moments as 
he pleaded for his mother. Frazier later 
testified in Chauvin’s trial. Her video dra-
matically contradicted the initial police 
account, which asserted that off icers 
“noted he appeared to be suffering medi-
cal distress” after they handcuffed him and 

Pulitzers honor teen who ‘courageously’ 
recorded the murder of George Floyd

This image from a police body camera shows Darnella Frazier, third from right, filming as 
Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin pressed his knee on George Floyd’s neck on May 
25, 2020. — MINNEAPOLIS POLICE DEPARTMENT VIA AP, FILE)

Michael D’Onofrio
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

C it y  n at i v e  K i a 
Ghee w il l lead the 
Philadelphia Com-
mission on Human 
Relations as execu-
tive director.

Mayor Jim Kenney 
a p p o i n t e d  G h e e 
to t he role Friday. 
Ghee takes over for 
Randy Duque, who 
had been ser v i ng 
as acting executive 
director of the commission since Decem-
ber. Duque replaced Rue Landau who left 
the position after serving for 12 years.

Ghee said growing up in the West Oak 
Lane section of North Philadelphia — a 
“tough neighborhood” where many who 
lacked resources were seemingly cast 
away by society after leaving high school 
— pushed her to fight for marginalized 
groups throughout her career.

“To know me is to know that I come from 
a humble beginning, and I am happy, hon-
ored and proud to continue to fight,” Ghee 
said in an interview Friday.

Ghee moves from her role as deputy 
city solicitor in the Law Department’s 
labor and employment unit. As one of the 
Kenney administration’s top lawyers, she 
has defended city policies against chal-
lenges, among other things.

The PCHR is the city’s civil rights agency, 
tasked with preventing and investigating 
discrimination and helping resolve com-
munity conflicts. As executive director, 

Commission on 
Human Relations 
gets new chief 
Mayor names Philly native
to lead civil rights agency
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Criminal just ice 
was the area where 
most Philadelphians 
believe racism exists 
in the city, accord-
ing to a new citywide 
survey.

The Ending Racism 
Partnership is slated 
to publicly release 
on Wednesday the 
results of its regional 
survey that highlight-
ed the presence of racism in Philadelphia. 
The project leaders gave The Philadelphia 
Tribune a first look.

Co-convened by t he Urban A f fairs 
Coalition (UAC) and Independence Blue 
Cross, the partnership is a citywide, par-
ticipatory collaboration of Philadelphia 
residents, leaders and inf luencers from 
community, business, government and 
philanthropy to end racial injustice and 
economic inequality.

The collaboration’s survey engaged more 
than 3,100 citizens in providing firsthand 
accounts of their perceptions of racism and 
its impact on their lives. The survey yield-
ed a total of 3,460 recorded responses with 
2,200 fully completed.

New survey 
casts light
on racism in 
Philadelphia
Criminal justice, education 
and housing are top areas
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