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The Philadelphia Tribune honored 
prominent Philadelphians in educa-
tion, business, health and community 
and religious organizations Thursday 
during its annual Most Influential Afri-
can American event.

The event, which was held virtually 
for the third year in a row due to the 
pandemic, was emceed by NBC 10’s 
weekday morning anchor Erin Cole-
man and the pastor of Salem Baptist 
Church, the Rev. Marshall Mitchell.

“ We’r e  r e c o g n i z i n g i nd i v idu-
als who have the power to initiate 
change in our community,” Mitchell 
said. “These distinguished individ-
uals hail from a multitude of career 
disciplines and possess the quali-
ties necessary to make progressive 

cha nge i n Ph i l ly a nd move t hei r 
communities forward.

“Their success exemplifies a tireless 
work ethic and determination that 
should inspire us all,” he added.

During the event, the Tribune hon-
ored “10 under 40,” “Movers and Shak-
ers,” “African American Leaders” and 
“Most Influential.”

“Great leaders come from all walks of 
life. Seldom do they follow some predeter-
mined path to leadership,” said Robert W. 
Bogle, president/CEO of The Philadelphia 
Tribune.

“Most successful leaders overcome 
obstacles and failures along the way, 
but their determination is well defined 
by their leadership ability,” Bogle said. 
“We’re pleased and proud to once again 
present Philadelphia’s Most Influential 
African Americans.”

Among the honorees in the “10 Under 

40” included Akayla Brown, founder 
of the nonprofit Dimplez 4 Dayz Inc.; 
Katharine Davis, 15th president of 
Central High School; Katrina Gilbert, 
wedding planning expert and owner of 
Petite Féte Philadelphia; Rasheeda Gray, 
owner and founder of Gray Space Interi-
or Design; Terril Haigler also known as 
Ya Fav Trashman, community activist; 
Tamir Harper, founder of the education 
nonprofit UrbEd; Krystal Jones, senior 
vice president and chief financial offi-
cer of Live! Casino and Hotel; Raheem 
Manning, nighttime economy director 
for the City of Philadelphia; Ryan Tucker, 
deputy executive director of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc.; and Adrienne 
Whaley, director of education and com-
munity engagement for the Museum of 
the American Revolution.

Tribune honors city’s most 
influential African Americans

The Rev. Marshall Mitchell and NBC10 anchor Erin Coleman serve as the emcees Thursday for The Philadelphia Tribune’s 
annual Most Influential African Americans of Philadelphia event. —SCREENSHOT
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Philadelphia City Council on Thurs-
day continued transferring large 
chunks of properties for use as afford-
able housing in its f irst in-person 
meeting in more than two years.

“I think in total we have about 400 
parcels of land that we have now start-
ed the process of moving towards the 
development of the Homeowner’s 
Turn the Key Initiative,” said Council 
President Darrell L. Clarke. There are 
plans to make 1,000 homes available 
next year, he said.

The members’ desks were further 
apart and they used wireless micro-
phones at the stations. In addition, seat-
ing was restricted to every other seat in 
the public gallery, based on recommen-
dations from city health professionals. 
About 40 people were in the gallery, but 
some of them were city staffers.

“Right now we’re back. We sought 
advice from the Department of Health 
in a couple of briefings with the com-
missioner,” Clarke said. “We think it 
went well. As you can see today, having 
people come in, I think people were 
excited. Council members were excit-
ed to be in the room. They had interac-
tion on a personal level, face to face.”

With the public Council meeting, 
Philadelphia became the last of the 
top 10 biggest city government body 
to do so.

“The virtual nature of what we have 
been doing had been working,” Clarke 
said. “We had a significant level of par-
ticipation but it was virtual.”

There were several resolutions passed 
honoring the lives of Philadelphia resi-
dents Rakin Hasheem Allen, known by 
his stage name of PnB Rock, a hip-hop 
artist who was recently killed by gun vio-
lence in Los Angeles; and Michael Hinson 
Jr., an LGBTQ rights activist, who also 
advocated for more funding and services 
for people suffering from homelessness 
and HIV, who recently died.

Councilmember Cindy Bass, said 
PnB Rock of Germantown, was an 
inspiration to many young people and 
a symbol of the many young Black men 
dying by gun violence. Council also 
passed resolutions recognizing Police 
Officers Taylor Sidler and Paul Watson 
for their heroic actions after a shoot-
ing at Shepard Recreation Center in 

August. Council also honored Quinta 
Brunson and Sheryl Lee Ralph, wife 
of state Sen. Vincent Hughes for their 
Emmy wins for their hit television 
series Abbott Elementary.

In other Council news, there were 
some leadership changes and com-
mittee appointments to fill the posi-
t ions help by the resignations of 
council members Derek Green, Allan 
Domb, Cherelle Parker and Maria 
Quiñones-Sánchez.

All but Domb have announced that 
they are running for mayor, to replace 
Jim Kenney, who has served two terms 
and is prohibited by law run for third 
consecutive term.

Council returns to in-person meeting

Empty seats are seen in Philadelphia City Council chambers during Thursday’s 
first in-person session in more than two years. —TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN
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WASHINGTON — Stark 
repudiation by federal judges 
he appointed. Far-reaching 
fraud allegations by New 
York Attorney General Leti-
tia James. It’s been a week of 
widening legal troubles for 
Donald Trump, laying bare 
the challenges piling up as 
the former president oper-
ates without the protections 
afforded by the White House.

The bravado that served 
him well in the political 
arena is less handy in a 
legal realm dominated by 
verifiable evidence, where 
judges this week have looked 
askance at his claims and 
where a fraud investigation 
that took root when Trump 
was still president burst 

into public view in an alle-
gation-filled 222-page state 
lawsuit.

In politics, “you can say 
what you want and if people 
like it, it works. In a legal 
realm, it’s different,” said 
Chris Edelson, a presidential 
powers scholar and Ameri-
can University government 
professor. “It’s an arena 
where there are tangible 
consequences for missteps, 
misdeeds, false statements 
in a way that doesn’t apply 
in politics.”

That distinction between 
politics and law was evident 
in a single 30-hour period 
this week.

Trump insisted on Fox 
News in an interview that 

Trump’s legal 
woes mount
Former president no longer 
has White House protection

New York Attorney General Letitia James speaks during 
a news conference Wednesday in New York. She accused 
former President Donald Trump in a lawsuit of padding his 
net worth by billions of dollars. —AP PHOTO/BRITTAINY NEWMAN

TRUMP » 4A

Naiser Warren-Robinson
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Supporters of Philadel-
phia’s dist r ict at torney 
say that they believe some 
Pennsylvania state legisla-
tors are attempting to strip 
citizens of their votes.

T he Bl ac k C ler g y of 
Philadelphia and Vicini-
ty, alongside members of 
Pennsylvania’s General 
Assembly and other non-
profit organization leaders, 
held a news conference in 
support of District Attor-
ney Larry Krasner follow-
ing efforts to impeach him 
and the decision by state 
legislators to hold Krasner 
in contempt for allegedly 
violating a subpoena.

State Rep. Malcolm Ken-
yatta, state Sen. Vincent 
Hughes, City Commission-
er Omar Sabir and other 
community activists were 
on hand for the news con-
ference.

Throughout the news 
conference, discussed the 
effort to impeach Krasner, 
calling it a political stunt by 
some state legislators who 
could disenfranchise Phil-
adelphia voters.

“If we allow something 
like this to happen now ... 
we are saying that our votes 
mean nothing and that our 
voice means nothing, said 
Catherine Hicks, president 
of Philadelphia’s NAACP 

Black clergy,
legislators
back Krasner
Some say impeachment effort 
would disenfranchise Philly voters
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A wide range of people with 'the power to initiate change'

State Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta addresses news conference 
Thursday that was held by the Black Clergy of Philadelphia 
and Vicinity in support of District Attorney Larry Krasner. 

—TRIBUNE PHOTO/NAISER WARREN-ROBINSON


