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After eight years of lead-
ing the African American 
Museum in Philadelphia, 
Pat r icia Wi lson Aden is 
stepping down as president 
and CEO.

A d e n  i s  l e a v i n g  t h e 
museum at the end of Sep-
tember to assume the role 
of president and CEO of the 
Blues Foundation in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. The mis-
sion of the Blues Foundation 
is to preserve blues heritage, 
celebrate blues recording 
and performance, expand 
worldwide awareness of the 
blues and ensure the future 
of that American art form.

“I am so proud of what 
we’ve done at the African 
American museum,” Aden 
said. “We have seen so many 
achievements and we have 
considerable momentum 
behind us, but in everyone’s 
person career there is a time 
where other opportunities 
present themselves and this 
is just one of those instances.”

Aden joined the museum 
staff in 2010 as senior vice 
p r e s i d e n t .  S e r v i n g  a s 
president since 2012, she 
conceived the campaign 
to “Re-Imagine AAMP,” a 
successful multi-year ini-
tiative to engage new audi-
ences, heighten the muse-
um’s visibility and increase 
admissions.

“ We de c ide d t h at  w e 
w ou ld re a l l y  c elebr at e 
the Black experience and 
we’ve done that through a 

number of exhibitions and 
public programs that have 
brought more and more 
people through the doors 

of the museum,” Aden said, 
ref lecting on the institu-
tion’s strides.

“From ‘T he Supremes 
C o m e  S e e  A b o u t  M e ’ 
ex h ibit ,  w h ich broug ht 
in a very diverse group of 
people, to our more recent 
ex h ibits where we have 
really ventured into issues 
that are really timely and 
p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  A f r i -
can-American communi-
ty, I think the work that we 
have been doing has really 
resonated not only with the 
A f r ican-A merican com-
munit y, but an audience 
that has grown to include 
... New York and Washing-
ton, D.C. So I’m very proud 
of that trajectory.”

Under Aden’s leadership, 
AAMP increased and diver-
sified its revenue streams by 
growing the museum’s cor-
porate partnerships, gain-
ing the support of local and 
national foundations, and 
cultivating relationships 
with individual donors.

“We are deeply grateful 
to Patty for her visionary 
leadership and w ish her 
well in this new chapter 
of  her c a reer,”  Sabr i na 
Brooks, chair of A AMP’s 
board of directors, said in 
a statement. “The Blues 
Fou nd at ion w i l l  b ene -
f it  f rom her i n nov at ive 
approach to non-prof it 
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ELKINS PARK — Salus 
University Pennsylvania 
College of Optometry (PCO) 
has partnered with Hamp-
ton University to offer a new 
articulation agreement to 
address the shortage of Black 
students in optometric edu-
cation and the health care 
profession.

The partnership will give 
students who complete a 
bachelor of science degree 
at Hampton a pathway to 
earn a doctor of optometry 
degree through Salus PCO 
in Elkins Park, Montgomery 
County. Hampton is a histor-
ically Black university based 
in Hampton, Virginia.

“The agreement between 
Salus PCO and Hampton 
University will help ensure 
comprehensive eye and 
v ision healt h care, and 
decrease health disparities 
in the Black community as 
it increases the number of 
Black optometrists in the 
U.S.,” said Dr. Paula Harmon 
Boone, director of the Nation-
al Optometric Association’s 
HBCU mentorship program.

“It is important to rec-
ognize that the agreement 
comes at a time of the Black 
Lives Matter movement. The 
goal of the NOA has always 
been to advance the visual 
health of minority popula-
tions; to uphold the ideals of 
cultural diversity, equality 
and inclusivity in eye care,” 
said Boone, who helped ini-
tiate and lead the effort.

Students enrolled in the 
program will receive both 
f inancial and academic 
assistance from the NOA, 
advising from the pre-health 
program at Hampton and 
mentorship from a Salus 
PCO faculty advisor.

“This is a unique oppor-
tunity to work directly with 
the school’s advisers in nur-
turing relationships and 
providing a pathway for 
their best students to pursue 
their optometry degree,” said 
Dr. Ruth Shoge, a Salus PCO 
assistant professor. “We look 
forward to this relationship 
and the doors it may open 
with other HBCUs.”

The partnership aims 
to increase the number of 

Black students pursuing an 
optometric education, cre-
ating accessible equitable 
care — and improved health 
outcomes for all patients — 
according to the NOA and 
officials from both schools.

Monae Kelsey, associate 
director of student engage-
ment and assistant director 
of admissions, and Shanae 
Johnson, admissions officer, 
started recruitment efforts 
with Hampton on behalf of 
Salus several years ago.

M ichael Dr u it t ,  pre-
health program director 
at Hampton, said the NOA 
has already helped several 
Hampton students pursuing 
an optometric education.

“Developing special rela-
tions such as this can take 
some time,” Druitt said. 
“However, t he cata lyst 
behind this partnership is 
my friend, Dr. Paula Boone 
from the NOA, Indiana Uni-
versity School of Optometry 
and Virginia Union Univer-
sity alumna — and the first 
African American female 
optometrist in the state of 
Virginia.”

Founded in 1969 by Dr. 
C. Clayton Powell, the late 
Dr. John Howlette and 25 
other Black optometrists 
in Richmond, Virginia, the 
NOA promotes optome-
trists of color.

The NOA offers education 
programs to increase aware-
ness and decrease visual 
impairment from diseases 
like diabetes and glaucoma. 
The organization has pro-
vided nearly $25 million in 
scholarships throughout its 
history and remains com-
mitted to addressing eye 
health disparities for under-
served communities.

With more than 1,200 stu-
dents, Salus operates four 
clinical facilities in Philadel-
phia and Montgomery coun-
ties that provide highly spe-
cialized vision, hearing and 
balance, and speech-lan-
guage pathology services.

Salus partners with col-
leges and universities on a 
local, regional and nation-
al scale to offer specialized 
opportunities to students 
who want to accelerate their 
academic careers in health  
science.

Partnership
plans push
for Black
optometrists
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African-American Museum leader resigns

Salus, Hampton universities 
label agreement ‘historic’
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Sometime in 2022, the seventh floor 
of Arthaus on South Broad Street will 
house the luxury residential building’s 
indoor swimming pool and hot tub, 
but right now it’s a bare concrete floor 
littered with construction materials. It 
doesn’t have walls yet, or windows. A 
tasseled fringe of steel rebar spills out 
from the edge, signaling where a ter-
race will one day be poured.

Arthaus is barely halfway done — 
26 of its 47 floors are built, but only as 

a stack of concrete slabs. The infra-
structure is still open to the air.

Standing on the seventh-floor preci-
pice, opera singers Miranda Pilato and 
Andrew Malabunga look out over the 
Kimmel Center, the Wilma Theater, 
the Merriam Theater and the Acade-
my of Music, sites that make up Phil-
adelphia’s Avenue of the Arts. None 
of them has been open in six months 
because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Accompanied by the roar of traffic, 
the rumble of concrete trucks, and the 
grind of power tools, Pilato and Mala-
bunga sing a duet, “Pur ti miro” from 

Monteverdi’s opera “The Coronation 
of Poppea.”

“The city has an energy which helps 
the performance,” said Malabunga, a 
senior of vocal studies at the Univer-
sity of the Arts. “It’s a different energy 
to me.”

This aerie performance space is 
unusual, to be sure, with 200 hard-
hat construction workers busily doing 
their jobs and pedestrians flowing up 
and down the avenue below. Pilato 
said she won’t let it distract her.

Music is returning to 
the Avenue of the Arts

The under-construction Arthaus Condominiums will host three performances by University of the Arts students and faculty, 
featuring opera, musical theater and jazz. —WHYY PHOTOS/KIMBERLY PAYNTER
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A 1984 Ford Thunderbird 
Elan is parked in front of 
one of the Navy Yard’s grand 
brick buildings, now with its 
doors and windows boarded 
up. The car has its back axle 
dropped like a low rider and 
is decorated from front grill 
to exhaust pipe with small 
strips of vinyl that shimmer 
in the breeze.

It’s been “piñata’d,” said 
artist Justin Favela.

“ I  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  t h e 
piñata as a medium about 
10 years ago,” said Favela 
o v e r  t h e  p h o n e  f r o m 
his st udio in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. “A few years ago 
I started making lowrider 
piñatas to scale. This is the 
first time I’m making one 
out of an actual car.”

The car resembles the 
Guatemalan flag: white on 
top and pale blue on the 
sides. A green quetzal bird 
adorns the hood. Favela’s 
mot her, or ig ina l ly f rom 

Guatemala, offered design 
ideas between her shifts as a 
casino worker in Vegas. She 
inspired Favela to use shiny 
mylar strips in place of the 
Thunderbird’s chrome.

“My mom wanted it to 
have some shine, some glitz 
to come through,” he said. 
“Lowrider culture is seen as 

Street artwork in the Yard
Artists from Spain to India 
featured in Navy Yard’s 
new outdoor exhibition

Installation by Delhi-based street artist, Daku. 
— WHYY PHOTO/PETER CRIMMINS
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