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HAMPTON, Va. — Luisel Ricks-Santi 
keeps the medical family tree of one of the 
participants in her study taped to the door 
of her office in her lab at Hampton Univer-
sity.

There are four slashes among the wom-
en’s siblings, others among her immediate 
family, and most family members’ symbols 
are partially colored in.

Each partially filled circle represents a 
cancer diagnosis.

Each slash indicates a death.
Although white women get breast cancer 

more frequently, it’s usually diagnosed later 
and is more severe in African-American 
women. Breast cancer death rates among 
Black women were about 40% higher than 
among white women between 1999 and 
2013, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control.

Ricks-Santi, director of the Hampton 
University Cancer Research Center, and 
another Hampton colleague, John McDon-
ald, recently received a $446,000 grant from 

the National Institutes of Health to study 
the genetics behind breast cancer diagno-
ses in African-American women.

In particular, they’re trying to refine 
genetic tests that don’t seem to be as effec-
tive for Black women as white.

“I wanted to make sure that there was 
equity in the way that genetics and genom-
ics was being applied across populations,” 
Ricks-Santi said.

She has a longstanding interest in cancer 

Hampton University now studies cancer 
risk, testing for African-American women

David McFadden

BA LT I MOR E — New ev idence 
paints a “disturbing picture” that racial 
discrimination may be the motive 
behind the Trump administration’s 
push to ask everyone in the country 
about citizenship status, a federal 
judge wrote in a Monday filing.

Last week, U.S. District Judge George 
Hazel of Mar yland r u led t here’s 
enough evidence to warrant reopening 
a case focused on whether a proposed 
2020 census question violates minori-
ties’ rights.

In his court filing on Monday, Hazel 
reasoned that new evidence “poten-
tially connects the dots between a dis-
criminatory purpose” and a decision 
by Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to 
add the citizenship question.

“It is becoming difficult to avoid 
seeing that which is increasingly 
clear. As more puzzle pieces are placed 
on the mat, a disturbing picture of 
the decision-makers’ motives takes 
shape,” Hazel wrote.

The U.S. Supreme Court could soon 
render Hazel’s decision moot. The 
country’s highest court is expected to 
decide this week whether the Trump 
administration can add a citizenship 
question to the 2020 census.

But the federal judge’s opinion 
appears to strongly buttress argu-
ments from voting rights activists who 
assert that newly discovered emails 
from a deceased Republican architect 
of political maps show the proposed 
citizenship question was intended to 
discriminate in an effort to restrict 
the political power of Democrats and 
Latino communities.

Democrats fear the cit izenship 
question will reduce census partici-
pation in immigrant-heavy commu-

Possible 
prejudice 
in census 
question
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Every Sunday afternoon 
i n t he su m mer, St i nger 
Square at 32nd and Dick-
inson streets hosts Oldies 
in the Park. A DJ sets up a 
booth next to benches and 
a children’s playground. 
Hip-hop, f unk and R&B 
tunes get neighbors like 
Cephus White line-danc-
ing and feeling carefree.

But not  t h i s  Su nd a y. 
The f ire that rocked the 
n e a r b y  P h i l a d e l p h i a 
Energ y Solut ions gaso-
line refinery just two days 
earlier kept many people 
i ndoors. For t hose who 
came out, the blaze ignit-
ed worry and frustration.

“We’re very concerned, 
b u t  I  g u e s s  w e’v e  j u s t 
le a r ne d t o l i v e  w it h i t 
bec au se we’ve been i n 
the neighborhood so long 
a nd t here’s not h i ng we 
can do about it,” W hite 
said. “Unless we want to 
walk around with oxygen 
m a s k s,  t h at ’s  t he on l y 
other recourse.”

The massive fire at the 
former Sunoco ref iner y, 
the largest oil refinery on 
t he East Coast, er upted 
around 4 a.m. on Friday 
and burned until Satur-

day af ternoon. It shook 
nearby homes and dark-
ened t he sk y w it h t hick 

Grays Ferry residents express 
let down after refinery blasts

Joseph Rose (left), a committeeman in Southwest Philadel-
phia with residents Questina Woods (center) and Cephus 
White. They say their health concerns about living next to 
the refinery have been ignored for decades. — XIMENA CONDE/WHYY
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The U.S. government has 
removed most of the chil-
dren from a remote Border 
Patrol station in Texas fol-
lowing reports that more 
than 300 children were 
detained there, caring for 
each ot her w it h inade-
quate food, water and san-
itation.

J u s t  3 0  c h i l d r e n 
remained at the facilit y 
near El Paso Monday, said 
Rep. Veron ica Escoba r 
after her office was briefed 
on the situation by an offi-
cia l w it h Customs a nd 
Border Protection.

At tor ne y s w ho v i sit-
ed the Border Patrol sta-
tion in Clint, Texas, last 
week said older children 
were trying to take care 
of infants and toddlers, 
The  Associated Press first 
reported Thursday. They 
descr ibed a 4-yea r-old 
with matted hair who had 
gone without a shower for 
days, and hungry, incon-
solable chi ldren st r ug-

gling to soothe one anoth-
er. Some had been locked 
for three weeks inside the 
facility, where 15 children 
were sick with the flu and 
another 10 were in medical 
quarantine.

“How is it possible that 
you both were unaware of 
the inhumane conditions 
for children, especial ly 
tender-age children at the 
Clint Station?” asked Esco-
bar in a letter sent Friday to 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection acting commis-
sioner John Sanders and 
U.S. Border Patrol chief 
Carla Provost.

She asked to be informed 
by the end of this week 
what steps they’re taking 
to end “these humanitar-
ian abuses.”

Lawmakers from both 
parties decried the situa-
tion last week.

Border Patrol officials 
have not responded to AP’s 
questions about the condi-
tions at the Clint facility, 
but in an emailed state-

Government moves 
migrant children after 
conditions exposed
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‘WE’RE VERY CONCERNED’

Judge writes racial 
discrimination may be 
motive behind asking 
about citizenship status

TaCoria Williams examines cancer cells through a microscope at the Hampton University Cancer Research Center. 
— DANIEL LINHART/THE VIRGINIAN-PILOT VIA AP


