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COLUMBIA, S.C. — Demo-
cratic presidential candidate 
Cory Booker focused Monday 
on extending his campaign 
outreach to Black men, holding 
a roundtable in South Carolina 
with roughly three dozen Black 
male voters, some of whom said 
they have felt overlooked amid a 
focus on the electoral power of 
Black women.

One by one, the men gathered 
at Booker’s South Carolina pres-
idential campaign headquar-
ters thanked him for highlight-
ing their concerns. The New 
Jersey senator, one of two Black 
men seeking the Democratic 
presidential nomination, said 

he was mostly there to listen. 
The men expressed concerns 
about access to investment 
capital, preventing kids from 
getting trapped in the crimi-
nal justice system and help for 
Black farmers.

“We have the power to get 
you elected,” one of the men, 
Allen Love, told Booker. “There 
is no reason we shouldn’t vote 
for Cory Booker for president.”

Black support is crucial to 
candidates’ success in South 
Carolina, which holds the first 
Southern primary next year. 
Black women, in particular, 
have long been considered the 
Democratic Party’s most con-
sistent supporters, but Booker 
said that doesn’t mean Black 

men’s issues aren’t important, 
as well.

Of Black women, Booker said, 
“Data-wise, they’re the high-
est percentage of voters in the 
entire Democratic Party.” He 
added, “But fellas, I need your 
support, too.”

Exit polling from the 2016 
elect ion showed that Black 
women were the largest voting 
constituency in South Caroli-
na’s Democratic presidential 
primary, comprising 37% of pri-
mary voters, compared to 24% 
for Black men.

Asked after Monday’s gather-
ing why he felt Black men didn’t 
turn out as heavily, Booker said 
he would continue to focus on 
Black voters overall and could 

earn their support, given his 
experience living and working 
in minority communities as the 
former mayor of Newark, New 
Jersey.

“We know that this is a lot of 
work to do, and we’re going to 
continue what I’ve done in past 
elections, from being a mayor 
of a majority Black city,” Booker 
said. “I have a lot of confidence 
that we can connect authenti-
cally with African-American 
communities in this state. ... 
We’ve been talking about this 
since the beginning.”

In last month’s Democrat-
ic presidential debate, both 
Booker and California Sen. 

Lisa Mascao
Mary Clare Jalonick

WASHINGTON — The 
House is plunging into a 
landmark impeachment 
week, with Democrats who 
once hoped to sway Repub-
licans now facing the pros-
pect of an ever-hardening 
partisan split over the his-
toric question of removing 
President Donald Trump 
from office.

Lawmakers were getting 
t heir f irst look Monday 
n ig ht — beh i nd closed 
doors — at the impeach-
ment report from the House 
Intelligence Committee. 
The report, to be released 
Tuesday, is ex pected to 
forcefully make the Dem-
ocrats’ case that Trump 

engaged in what Chairman 
Adam Schiff calls impeach-
able “ w rongdoi ng a nd 
misconduct” in pressur-

ing Ukraine to investigate 
Democrats and Joe Biden 
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As City Council members weigh signifi-
cant changes to Philadelphia’s 10-year tax 
abatement, the real estate industry has 
mobilized to water down the bill.

A City Council committee on Tuesday 
will take up a proposed bill to phase out 
the subsidy incrementally, which would 
reduce the overall tax break by nearly half 
and generate an estimated $270 million in 
city revenue over a decade.

The draft bill, proposed by Council Pres-
ident Darrell Clarke, would grant property 
owners the full 100% tax abatement in the 
first year, then cut the size of the subsidy 
to 90% in the second year, 80% in the third 
year, 70% in the fourth year, and so on. 
The bill would not affect the abatement for 
commercial properties. It would go into 
effect in July.

The Building Industry Association of 
Philadelphia came out against Clarke’s 
proposal on Monday and began shopping 
around its own proposals to council mem-
bers.

Jim Maransky, BIA president, warned in 
an email to council members on Monday 
that Clarke’s bill would torpedo the city’s 
delicate real estate economy, where a bal-
ance of rental prices, consumer demand 
and the tax abatement have created favor-
able conditions to spur development.

“Philadelphia is in its real estate devel-
opment Goldilocks Zone,” he said.

“If demand evaporates even a little bit or 
if the incentives lever is pushed to increase 
costs even in the slightest, the construc-
tion-favorable financial conditions we see 
will disappear, and the cranes we all enjoy 
watching today will slowly fade from the 
skyline.”

In a draft bill sent to legislators, the BIA 
lobbied for maintaining 100% of the subsi-
dy through five years before reducing the 
tax break to 80% in year six; 60% in year 
seven; 40% in year eight; 20% in year nine; 
and 10% in year 10.

The BIA leaders also lobbied council 
members to put off implementing the 
changes for a year until July 2021 and 
include language to prevent the filing of 
obstructionist zoning appeals they say are 
designed to delay and sink projects.

IMPEACHMENT HEARINGS

Sophia Tareen

CHICAGO — Chicago 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot fired 
the city’s retiring police 
superintendent Monday, 
citing “ethical lapses” that 
included telling lies about 
a recent incident in which 
Eddie Johnson was found 
asleep at the wheel of his 
car after having drinks.

Named to the job in the 
wake of a police shooting 
that killed a Black teenag-
er, Johnson was dismissed 
after the mayor reviewed 
a n i nspec tor genera l’s 
r e p or t  a nd v ide o e v i-
dence related to the night 
i n  m id- O c t ob e r  w he n 
off icers discovered him 
unconscious in his SUV. 

He init ial ly blamed his 
failure to take his blood 
pressure medication and 
said he had a few drinks 
with dinner earlier in the 
evening.

The officers did not con-
duct any sobriety tests and 
let their boss drive home. It 
was unclear if they would 
be disciplined.

Johnson “engaged in a 
series of actions that are 
intolerable for any leader or 
position of trust, particu-
larly the head of the Chica-
go Police Department,” the 
mayor said. His conduct 
was “not only unbecoming 
but demonstrates a series 
of ethical lapses and flawed 
decision-making.”

Congress continues on Trump 
investigator with nation split

Rep. Val Demings, D-Fla., questions Jennifer Williams, an 
aide to Vice President Mike Pence, and National Security 
Council aide Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, as they testify 
before the House Intelligence Committee on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. — AP PHOTO/JACQUELYN MARTIN, POOL
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A pitch to Black men

Booker extends outreach to crucial voting bloc 

Democratic presidential contender Cory Booker speaks at a round table discussion on issues impacting Black men on Monday at his 
campaign headquarters in Columbia, S.C. — AP PHOTO/MEG KINNARD
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