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Mon t g om e r y  C ou n t y 
election officials said Sat-
urday that around 16,000 
incorrectly printed general 
election mail-in ballots have 
been sent out to residents.

“This does not meet the 
standard we have come to 
expect from NPC,” Direc-
tor of Elections Dori Sawyer 
said in a statement, refer-
ring to the county’s ballot 
vendor. “Upon notification 
of the error, we began work-
ing with the Department 
of State, taking the proper 
steps to cancel the incorrect 
ballots and issue replace-
ments. We appreciate the 
patience of our voters while 
we reissue corrected bal-
lots.”

The defective ballots are 
easily identified, the county 
said: They are printed on 
only one side.

In a statement, NPC chief 
executive officer Chip Gal-
laher said a programming 
error caused the back page 
of the ballot to be omitted. 
Production was stopped 
immediately after the prob-
lem was discovered, he said.

Residents who receive the 

one-sided ballots should 
destroy them and the enve-
lopes accompanying them. 
Montgomery County Voter 
Ser v ices w il l cancel t he 
incorrectly issued ballot 
materials and reissue new, 
two-sided ballots to voters 
automatically. Affected res-
idents will be notified by 
email, phone or mail.

R e i s s u e d  b a l lot s  a r e 
expected to be mailed next 
week.

Come Election Day, Nov. 
2, any voter who applied to 
vote by mail but decided 
not to return their mail-
in ballots can still vote in 
person. To do that, voters 
must surrender their mail-
in ballots and the envelopes 
with the voter’s declaration 
at their polling location. 
If they do not have these 
materials available, they 
can vote using provisional 
ballots.

Sample ballots can be 
viewed at the Montgomery 
County Voter Services web-
site.

Residents with questions 
can submit a request online 
or call 610- 278-3280.

This story originally ap-
peared on WHYY.org.

Montco says 
16,000 ballots 
with defect 
were sent out
They have a blank back side 

and will be canceled, replaced
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Temple University’s newly 
appointed President Jason 
W i nga rd is easi ly iden-
tif iable, and it is not just 
because of his 6-foot-4 stat-
ure. He’s also the first Black 
president in the university’s 
history.

Three months into his 
tenure as the 12th presi-
dent of Temple, Wingard sat 
down with The Philadelphia 
Tribune to discuss his plans 
for the university.

W i n g a r d ,  w h o  m o s t 
recently was a dean and pro-
fessor of the School of Pro-
fessional Studies at Colum-
bia University, said he was 
eager to have an opportu-
nity to serve a university 
where he spent a lot of time 
during his early years and 
which helped him grow.

“I am from the region, and 
I have known my whole life 
what Temple has meant to 
the community,” Wingard 
said. “I know where it is. I 
know what it does. I know 
the impact that it has had 
on the community. And I 
spent my formative years 
on campus, both in athletics 
and academically.”

W i ng a rd s a id he w a s 
excited about the prospect 
of elevating a university he 
thinks has a real opportu-
nity for growth. The school 
has about 40,000 students 
enrolled in its undergradu-
ate and graduate programs.

“Academically, we need to 
make sure that our curricu-
lum is meeting the demands 
of the future of work,” Wing-
ard said. “A lot of people are 
talk ing about the future 
of work. I’m also talking 
about the future of learn-
ing. There’s a gap between 
what employers are looking 
for by way of skills and com-
petencies and preparedness 
of the workforce, and what 
colleges and universities are 
doing.”

He said that in the infor-
mation age, learning and 
adapting at a rigorous pace 
are needed to be equipped 
and successful in the job 
market.

New Temple 
president 
outlines plans

New Temple University Pres-
ident Jason Wingard says, 
“Academically, we need to 
make sure that our curricu-
lum is meeting the demands 
of the future of work.”

—TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN
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Shannon Wink, a digital strategy 
and communications professional in 
Fishtown, has been trying unsuccess-
fully to get her 15-month-old daughter 
into day care since last winter. Each 
time, the answer is: Sorry, we’re full. 
Try again later.

“You can’t just snap your fingers 
and find child care. It’s a real process,” 
she said.

Prov iders and their advocates 
say their hands are tied. Wages in 
the industry coupled with ongoing 
COVID-19 concerns make it difficult 
to attract enough early childhood 
teachers to meet demand.

“I’ve been in this industry for 30 
years, we’ve always talked about 
the challenges of hiring … but we’ve 
never seen this before,” said Diane 
P. Barber, executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Child Care Associa-
tion.

A shortage of child care workers 
across Pennsylvania is among the 
factors contributing to wider-rippling 

labor shortages across the economy. 
With thousands of fewer spots for 
kids, many parents trying to rejoin 
the workforce or being pulled back 
to offices are stymied by the realities 

of the child care sector. Government 
assistance for providers has so far 
not restored the industry to pre-pan-

State’s child care sector 
is facing a labor crisis
Worker shortages put parents in a bind

Each empty hexagon on the Children’s Playhouse bulletin board represents a 
missing worker. The childcare facility is operating below capacity because they 
can’t find enough workers. —WHYY PHOTO/EMMA LEE

Kendra Jackson reads to her class of preschoolers at Children’s Playhouse Whitman, an early childhood learning center 
in South Philadelphia. —WHYY PHOTO/EMMA LEE
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Montgomery County’s Mobile Inte-
grated Health Team is about to hit a 
major COVID-19 vaccination mile-
stone: 10,000 shots.

The health unit has been delivering 
doses to those who are homebound 
or unhoused — wherever they are. It 
was stationed at SEPTA’s Norristown 
Transportation Center last Wednes-
day afternoon as Gov. Tom Wolf vis-
ited to get a closer look at how it all 
happens.

“This is just one example of the 
lengths to which Montgomery County 
is going, work ing w ith SEPTA — 
thank you, SEPTA — working with 
SEPTA to make sure that they’re leav-
ing no stone unturned to get people 
in contact with the vaccine,” Wolf told 
reporters.

The governor must have been 
impressed with what he witnessed, 
because he encouraged the other 
66 counties in Pennsylvania to take 
notice of the work Montco’s various 
departments have done.

“This hardworking team never 
seems to be content with where they 

are. They’re always looking for some 
other way to get out and get to more 
people,” Wolf said.

Just how does it all happen?
“To accomplish this, we adapt our 

workspace to meet the patient’s envi-
ronment and needs,” said Dr. Alvin 
Wang, chief medical officer of the 
county’s Department of Public Safety.

On any given day, he said, you can 

find the team driving out to reach 
homebound individuals, or even 
walking along train tracks to help 
those who are in shelter encamp-
ments.

Dr. Val Arkoosh, chair of the county 
Board of Commissioners, took a 
moment to highlight more vaccine 
progress: Over 81% of the county’s 

Montco mobile health team 
delivers shots where needed
Governor touts work to other counties around state

A woman receives the COVID-19 vaccine at Montgomery County Department 
of Safety’s mobile health vaccination site last Wednesday. — KIMBERLY PAYNTER/WHYY
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