
Sunday, October 2, 2022 | www.phillytrib.com | $2.50Vol. 21, No. 45

The Philadelphia TribuneThe Philadelphia Tribune
LATE SUNDAY EDITION

VOICE OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Don’t miss a single issue of The Philadelphia Tribune. Subscribe by calling (215) 893-5786.

INSIDE

BLACK WOMEN’S 

GUIDE TO BATTLING 

BREAST CANCER

MAGAZINE

SOJOURNER:  

SEE WHAT THERE IS TO 

DO THIS FALL IN PHILLY

Stephen Williams
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

In a return engagement 
between U.S. prosecutors 
and Cit y Counci lmem-
ber Kenyat ta Joh nson, 
his wife Dawn Chavous 
and co-defendants Abdur 
Rahim Islam and Shahied 
Dawan, both sides stuck to 
their points of view from 
the first trial.

In opening arguments 
Friday prosecutors alleged 
t hat Islam and Dawan, 

former executives at Uni-
versal Companies, bribed 
Johnson in the form of a 
$67,000 consulting contract 
to Chavous over a two-year 
period, in exchange for 
official acts, which includ-
ing introducing favorable 
zoning legislation in city 
Council, on t he former 
Royal Theater at 1524 South 
St., which Universal owned.

Universal purchased the 
property for a few hundred 

Both sides in
Johnson case
retrial stick
to their guns
Opening arguments do 
not offer any new views

Philadelphia City Councilmember Kenyatta Johnson and 
his wife and co-defendant, Dawn Chavous, leave federal 
court in March during the first federal trial.
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WASHINGTON — Jus-
tice Ketanji Brown Jackson 
made her first appearance 
on t he Supreme Cou r t 
bench in a brief courtroom 
ceremony Friday, three 
days before the start of the 
high court’s new term.

President Joe Biden, Vice 
President Kamala Harris 
and their spouses attend-
ed t he i nv it at ion-on ly 
ceremonia l invest it ure 
for Jackson, the first Black 
woman on the Supreme 
Court.

Chief Justice John Rob-
erts wished the 52-year-old 
Jackson a “long and happy 
career in our common call-

ing,” the traditional wel-
come for a new justice.

She took her place at 
the far end of the bench to 
Roberts’ left, just next to 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh. 
The justices are seated by 
seniority.

During the ceremony 
Jackson also followed the 
custom of every other new 
justice since 1972 and sat in 
a chair that once belonged 
to Joh n Ma rsha l l,  who 
served as chief justice for 
34 years in the early 1800s.

Ma r s h a l l  a l s o w a s a 
s l a v e h o l d e r,  p e r h a p s 
a d d i n g  a  s p e c i a l  p oi-
gnancy to Jackson taking 

Justice Jackson 
makes Supreme 
Court debut in 
brief ceremony

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, left, is escorted by Chief 
Justice John Roberts following her formal investiture cer-
emony at the Supreme Court in Washington on Friday. 
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Joyce Abbott had a passion 
for teaching, but it wasn’t 
until she attended Cheyney 
University that she began 
the journey to becoming the 
educator she wanted to be.

A b b o t t ,  t h e  i n s p i r a-
t ion beh i nd t he E m my 
A w a r d - w i n n i n g  A B C 
sitcom, “Abbott Elementary” 
returned to her alma mater 
recently for a discussion on 
education with Cheyney 
coordinator of assessment 
and continuous improve-
ment  Carolyn Hall.

“Abbott Elementary” is 
the creation of Quinta Brun-
son, who was one of Abbott’s 

sixth-grade students in 2000-
2001 at Andrew Hamilton 
School in West Philadelphia.

“One of your students 
thought enough of you to 
make the show your name-

sake,” Hall said in welcom-
ing Abbott back to Cheyney’s 
campus. “For that to happen 
is very much a testament for 
what sort of educator you 
must be.”

During the event, Abbott 
spoke at length about the 
importance of education and 
her perspective on public 
education as it relates to per-
severance and overcoming 
obstacles.

“You have to be prepared 
to go above and beyond 
in order to be an effective 
teacher,” Abbott said. “You 
have to give up your own 
time and build relationships 
with the parents. I’ve visit-
ed homes in my efforts to 
understand my students.”

As an educator in t he 
School District of Philadel-
phia for 26 years, she spent a 
year at Shaw Middle School 
and 25 years at A ndrew 
Hamilton School before 
retiring. In 2004, 2005, and 

‘Abbott Elementary’ namesake 
takes lessons to alma mater
Joyce Abbott discusses 
education at Cheyney

Joyce Abbott, the namesake and inspiration behind the Emmy 
Award-winning ABC sitcom, “Abbott Elementary,” recently 
returned to her alma mater Cheyney University for a discussion 
on education. — PHOTO COURTESY OF JANEÉ ABBOTT AND EDUCATION WRITERS ASSOCIATION
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MEDIA, Pa. — It was a homecoming 
that was long awaited and very much 
planned for.

After spending 42 years in prison for 
a crime that he didn’t commit, Leroy 
Evans walked out of Delaware County 
Courthouse in Media, Pa., a free man. 
Facing a throng of family, friends and 
well-wishers, he triumphantly raised 
his arms in triumph before hugging 
and kissing his wife, Rosemary.

“I feel great,” said Evans as he smiled 
his way through the crowd. “I have so 
much to be thankful for.”

Evans, who was accompanied by his 
lawyer and new big brother, Michael 
Malloy Esq., kept beaming as if he 
were a lighthouse guiding a ship at 
night. He’s not angry. He’s not bitter. 
He’s just happy to be out of jail.

On Nov. 11, 1980, Emily Leo, “the 
Avon Lady,” was brutally murdered 
in Chester. The police arrested Evans, 
a 23-year-old father, for the crime. 
Despite a lack of evidence, the damn-

ing words of a kid from the neighbor-
hood, Anthony Jones, convinced the 
jury that Evans had brutally murdered 
the beloved local businesswoman. 
Then, in 2016, Jones admitted that he 
alone murdered Leo.

That set off a wacky chain of events 
that finally ended Friday when Attor-
ney General Josh Shapiro announced, 
following an investigation by his 

Delco man gets freedom 
after 41 years in prison

New evidence allows Leroy Evans to go home

Leroy Evans embraces his wife Rosemary on Friday at the Delaware County Court House in Media, Pa. He was released 
after serving over 40 years for a crime he didn’t commit. —TRIBUNE PHOTOS/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN

Family and friends were on hand Friday at the Delaware County Courthouse to 
welcome Leroy Evans after he was released. 

‘I FEEL GREAT’
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