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Cit y Council passed a 
mixed overlay bill Thurs-
day to address affordable 
housing in Philadelphia. It’s 
the first mandatory legisla-
tion of its kind that includes 
units of affordable housing 
as a part of new housing 
development projects.

The bill was introduced 
by Councilmembers Jamie 
Gauthier, D-3rd District, 
and María Quiñones Sán-
chez, D-7th District, apply-
ing to housing projects in 
those districts.

Under this legislation, 

20% of any new buildings 
that house 10 or more units 
within the districts’ over-
lay boundaries must be set 
aside for affordable housing, 
with restricted pricing for 50 
years.

“The continued growth of 
our city is important, but it’s 
unacceptable if it comes at 
the detriment of vulnerable 
Philadelphians,” Gauthier 
said. “With many devel-
opers prioritizing profits, 
rega rd less of t he socia l 
repercussions, the best way 
for us to ensure that afford-
able housing options remain 
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L i k e  o t h e r  b a r  a n d 
restaurant operators, Tracy 
Hardy has been coping with 
various city government 
regulations since the pan-
demic hit last year.

Now the co-owner of Lou 
& Choo’s Lounge is con-
cerned about the new city 
mandate requiring proof 
of a COVID-19 vaccination 

to eat indoors in restau-
rants or drink inside bars, 
effective Jan. 3. He under-
stands why the mandate is 
needed, however, he says 
the requirement could pos-
sibly diminish revenue for 
bars and restaurants.

Hardy said representa-
tives from neighborhood 
businesses needed to be at 
the table when it comes to 
creating government man-
dates like this.

“I’m going to be compli-
ant, but there should be 
some input from the busi-
ness community, and not 
just the Center City busi-
ness community but the 
neighborhood businesses,” 
he said.

Under the new mandate, 
a recent negative COVID-19 
test will also be accepted 
initially. However, after Jan. 
17, negative COVID-19 tests 
will no longer be accepted 

and vaccines are required.
Lou & Choo’s will start 

requiring its customers to 
show proof of vaccination 
on Monday.

“This will give us a trial 
run to get it correct so we’ll 
be compliant by Jan. 3,” 
Hardy said.

He also wonders how his 
staff can accurately deter-
mine whether customers 

Restaurateurs react 
to vaccine mandate

Some envision hassles, headaches, hostility

Lou & Choo’s owner Tracy Hardy, left, and chef Bruce Palmer pose in the lounge’s outdoor dining area.
 —PHOTO COURTESY OF PETER BRESLOW

COUNCIL » 5A

MANDATE » 4A

Lauran Neergaard
Mike Stobbe

Most Americans should 
be given the Pfizer or Mod-
erna vaccines instead of the 
Johnson & Johnson shot 
that can cause rare but seri-
ous blood clots, U.S. health 
adv isers recommended 
Thursday.

T he st r a nge c lot t i ng 
problem has caused nine 
confirmed deaths after J&J 
vaccinations — while the 
Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines don’t come with that 
risk and also appear more 
effective, advisers to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said.

It ’s a n u nusua l move 
and the CDC’s director, Dr. 
Rochelle Walensky, must 
decide whether to accept 
the panel’s advice.

Until now the U.S. has 
treated all three COVID-19 
vaccines available to Amer-
icans as an equal choice, 
since large studies found 
they all offered strong pro-
tection and early supplies 

were limited. J&J’s vaccine 
init ia l ly was welcomed 
as a single-dose opt ion 
that could be especially 
i mpor ta nt for ha rd-to-
reach groups like homeless 
people who might not get 

the needed second dose 
of the Pfizer or Moderna 
options.

But the CDC’s advisers 
said Thursday that it was 
time to recognize a lot has 
changed since vaccines 
began rolling out a year 
ago. More than 200 million 
Americans are considered 
fully vaccinated, including 
about 16 million who got 
the J&J shot.

New data from unprec-
edented safety tracking of 
all those vaccinations per-
suaded the panel that while 
the blood clots linked to 
J&J’s vaccine remain very 
rare, they’re still occur-
ring and not just in young-
er women as or ig ina l ly 
thought.

In a unanimous vote, the 
advisers decided the safer 
Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines are preferred. But they 
said the shot made by J&J’s 

CDC gives nod to other shots over J&J
Agency prefers 
Pfizer, Moderna

A member of the Philadelphia Fire Department prepares 
a dose of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine at a 
vaccination site in Philadelphia in March.—AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKE

Council OKs 
affordable 
housing bill
City’s landmark legislation 
would have to go to voters

Councilmember Jamie Gauthier said, “Many developers (are) 
prioritizing profits, regardless of the social repercussions.” 
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HARRISBURG — Rough-
ly one in 10 Pennsylvania 
lawmakers, mostly House 
Republicans, will face off 
against their colleagues 
under maps approved by 
the state legislative redis-
tricting panel on Thursday 
afternoon.

I n  t w o  v o t e s ,  o n e 
unanimous, one 3-2, the 
f ive-member Legislative 
Reapportionment Commis-
sion approved the prelim-
inary maps after an hour 
of pointed but respectful 
debate.

These lines have a long 
path to becoming law: 30 
days of public comment, a 
second vote, and 30 days 
for potential legal challeng-
es remain. But once a new 

map is implemented, it will 
f undamental ly alter t he 
political balance of power 
in Harrisburg for the next 
decade.

The commission consists 
of the four f loor leaders — 
House M i nor it y L eader 
Joanna McClinton, D-Phil-
adelphia; House Majority 
Leader Kerry Benninghoff, 
R-Centre; Senate Majority 
Leader Kim Ward, R-West-
m o r e l a n d ;  a n d  S e n a t e 
Minority Leader Jay Costa, 
D-Allegheny — plus a fifth 
member serving as its chair-
person, former University 
of Pittsburgh Chancellor 
Mark Nordenberg, who was 
picked by the state Supreme 
Court to lead the commis-
sion.

New Pa. maps get 
preliminary OK
Redrawn districts would 
give Philadelphia new seats
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