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City Council is hosting a 
hearing on a bill Wednes-
day requiring hospitals to 
provide advance notice of 
closure to Philadelphia’s 
Health Department.

The bill sponsored by 
C ou nc i l w om a n  He l e n 
Gym, calls for hospitals 
who are closing to provide 
a plan that includes conti-
nuity of care for patients, 
on g oi n g  m a n a g e m e n t 
of medical records and 
assistance for staff transi-
tioning to other jobs.

If a hospital does not 
comply, the city solicitor 
can bring a lawsuit and 
have the court appoint a 
special manager.

“Pennsylvania has some 
of the weakest laws in the 
n at ion w he n i t  c ome s 

to hospital closings and 
we wanted to make sure 
that we at the local level 
strengthen our engage-
ment in advance of any 
type of hospital closure,” 
Gym said of the proposed 
legislation.

The legislation is based 
of f  of  a  19 6 0 s-er a c it y 
reg u lat ion, wh ich on ly 
requires advance notice 
about the anticipated clo-
sures of medical facilities 
with emergency rooms.

The sudden closure of 
H a h n e m a n n  Ho s p i t a l 
resulted in the loss of a 
crucial safety net hospital 
for Philadelphia. Almost 
half of facility’s patients 
relied on Medicaid and 
two-thirds were Black or 
Latinx.

Hahnemann’s owners 

Council hosts 
hearing on 
hospital 
legislation
Aim is to prevent another sudden 
closure similar to Hahnemann

Community members protest the closure of Hahnemann 
Hospital. — ABDUL SULAYMAN/TRIBUNE CHIEF PHOTOGRAPHER
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CENTER CITY

Tribune Staff Report

Salem Baptist Church, its Domestic Missions Minis-
try and the Abington-Ambler Alumni Chapter of Kappa 
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. are partnering to address 
hunger on area college campuses. Every first Sunday at 
the church’s location in Roslyn, members donate food for 
students attending Arcadia University, Temple Univer-
sity and Manor College. So far the First Fruits initiative 
has collected over half a ton of food in its initial effort.

Church, fraternity join 
to help college hunger

Food shown submitted and gathered by members of Salem Baptist Church to help area college students fight hunger.

Every first Sunday at the church in Roslyn, members donate 
food. — PHOTOS / SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH

The Rev. Marshall Mitchell, center, pastor of Salem Baptist 
Church in Roslyn, with two members of the Abington-Ambler 
Chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.
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Tribune News Report

The Pennsylvania State 
Department of Drug and 
Alcohol Programs recently 
awarded a $46,090 grant 
to Montgomer y Count y 
Com mu n it y Col lege to 
work with the community 
to help address the opioid 
crisis.

The grant w il l fund a 
new, innovat ive init ia-
tive called MCCC S.T.O.P. 
— Montgomer y Count y 
Community College Stu-
dents Tackling Opioid Pre-
vention. MCCC, through 
its associate degree Public 

Health Program, will serve 
as a community hub for 
opioid prevention activities 
for adolescents.

“T h ree com mu n it ies 
in Montgomer y Count y 
that are most significant-
ly impacted by opioid use 
are Pottstown, Norristown 
and Lansdale, which are 
areas near our campuses,” 
said Dr. Gifty Akomea Key, 
MCCC’s Program Coor-
dinator and Instructor for 
the Public Health Program, 
who secured the grant and 
will be facilitating the ini-

Montco College 
receives grant 
to help fight 
opioid crisis

The grant will fund an innovative initiative, MCCC S.T.O.P. 
(Montgomery County Community College Students Tack-
ling Opioid Prevention). MCCC, through its Public Health 
Program, will serve as a community hub for opioid preven-
tion. — MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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