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A native of the Germantown neighbor-
hood, Keenheel stepped into the Lest We 
Forget Museum of Slavery recently for the 
first time.

He came face to face with the imple-
ments of slavery once used to keep Africans 
in bondage for hundreds of years — iron 
shackles, whips, slave tags, branding irons.

Keenheel said he has traced his genealo-
gy to his great-great-grandfather Zedediah, 
born in 1838, and great-grand father, Simon, 
born in 1860, both enslaved in Bamberg, 
South Carolina.

“All this stuff touches home,” he said 
while looking at the artifacts. “It doesn’t go 
back that far.”

Faruq Ghaffar, who traces his roots to 
Lumberton, North Carolina, where his 
great-great grandmother was enslaved, 
said in a phone interview that the journey 

of Africans from bondage to freedom “has 
been a great blessing from God.”

To highlight the struggles and journey 
of African Americans, Ghaffar said the 
400 Years Coalition, which he heads, has 
worked with groups, activists and historians 
throughout the year to mark the 400th anni-
versary of the first documented ship carry-
ing enslaved Africans to North America.

The scars of slavery remain for both Afri-
can Americans — poverty, gun violence and 
poor schools that impact Blacks at higher 
rates than other demographics in the city 
— and whites, Ghaffar said.

“Things are clocked into us from slavery,” 
he said.

Molef i Kete A sa nte, professor a nd 
chairman of the Africology and African 
American Studies at Temple University, 
said in an email that the anniversar y 
“represents a mighty narrative of resil-
ience, resistance, and restoration of the 
African spirit since the first 20 Africans 

stepped onshore in Point Comfort, Vir-
ginia, in 1619.”

“Nineteen years later, Africans entered 
what became the Pennsylvania colony,” he 
added.

With the anniversary fast approaching, 
Keenheel said he wasn’t exactly sure how 
to feel.

“It’s complicated,” he said. “It’s a complex 
issue.”

Arrival in Pennsylvania
Enslaved Africans were present in the 

region well before William Penn planted 
England’s flag here in 1681.

As far back as 1639, Africans were pres-
ent in the region during the days when the 
Dutch and Swedes ruled the Delaware River 
and the land around it.

I n 16 8 4, a sh ip na med t he Isabel-
la anchored in Philadelphia’s port with 
approximately 150 captured Africans, 
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Deep scars exist here, across Commonwealth

“All this stuff touches home. It doesn’t go back that far,” says Germantown resident Mark Keenheel as he looks at items in the Lest We Forget 
Museum of Slavery recently in August. — PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE PHOTO/MICHAEL D’ONOFRIO
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N E W YOR K — A f ter f ive yea rs 
of investigations and protests, the 
New York Cit y Police Department 
on Monday fired an officer involved 
in the 2014 chokehold death of Eric 
Garner, the Black man whose dying 
gasps of “I can’t breathe” gave voice 
t o  a  n a t i o n a l 
debate over race 
and police use of 
force.

P o l i c e  C o m -
missioner James 
O ’ Ne i l l  s a id  he 
fired Daniel Pan-
taleo, who is white, 
based on a recent 
recommendation 
of a depa r t ment 
disciplinary judge.

O’Neill said he 
t h o u g h t  P a n t a-
leo’s use of the banned chokehold as 
he wrestled with Garner was a mis-
take that could have been made by 
any officer in the heat of an arrest. 
But it was clear Pantaleo had broken 
department rules and “can no longer 
effectively serve as a New York City 
police officer.”

“None of us can take back our deci-
sions,” O’Neill said, “especially when 
they lead to the death of another 
human being.”

In choke 
case, cop 
gets fired 
by NYPD
Officer involved in 
death of Eric Garner 
broke department 
rules, police chief says

Emerald Garner, left, the daughter of 
chokehold victim Eric Garner, joins Rev. Al 
Sharpton in New York. — AP PHOTO/BEBETO MATTHEWS

Eric 
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L oved ones propped 
photos of more t ha n a 
dozen young people lost to 
the opioid crisis against the 
outside of the federal court-
house in Philadelphia on 
Monday as a judge inside 
heard arguments on wheth-
er the city could become 
the nation’s first to open a 
supervised injection center.

U.S. Attorney William 
McSwain, an appointee of 
President Donald Trump, 
believes the plan normal-
izes the use of heroin and 
fentanyl and violates feder-
al drug laws. He has sued to 
block the site, supported by 
several leading Democrats 
in the city, including the 
mayor and district attorney, 
and at least seven state attor-
neys general.

In court Monday, with 
McSwain in the unusu-
al role of lead attorney, 
U.S. District Judge Gerald 
McHugh Jr. heard from an 
emergency room doctor 
a nd a nonprof it leader 
suppor t ing t he plan to 
open Safehouse, presum-
ably in the city’s drug-rav-
aged Kensington neigh-
borhood.

“We believe that this 
public health approach 
is l i fesaving,” said Jose 
Benitez, who runs a non-
profit that runs a needle 
exchange program and 
other health services and 
is spearheading the Safe-
house effort with former 
Gov. Ed Rendell, a Demo-
crat, and others.

Benitez has worked in 

U.S. attorney asks 
judge to block Philly 
safe injection site
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WA S H I N G T O N  —  A 
strong majority, 74%, of U.S. 
business economists appear 
su f f icient ly concer ned 
about the risks of some of 
President Donald Trump’s 
economic policies that they 
expect a recession in the 
U.S. by the end of 2021.

The economists surveyed 
by the National Association 
for Business Economics, in 
a report released Monday, 
m o s t l y  d i d n ’ t  s h a r e 
Trump’s optimistic outlook 
for the economy, though 
they generally saw reces-
sion coming later t han 
they did in a survey taken 
in February. Thirty-four 
percent of the economists 
surveyed said they believe 
a slowing economy will 
tip into recession in 2021. 
That’s up from 25% in the 
February survey.

Another 38% of those 
p ol le d  p r e d ic t e d  t h a t 
recession will occur next 
year, down slightly from 
42% i n Febr ua r y. On ly 
2% of those polled expect 
a recession to begin this 
year.

In February, 77% of the 
economists ex pected a 

recession either this year, 
next year or in 2021.

A strong economy is key 
to the Republican pres-
ident’s 2020 re-election 
prospects. Consumer con-
fidence has dropped 6.4% 
since July.

Most economists see U.S. 
recession by end of 2021

President Donald Trump speaks with reporters before 
boarding Air Force One at Morristown Municipal Airport 
in Morristown, N.J. on Sunday. — AP PHOTO/PATRICK SEMANSKY
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Tech platform focused on 
maternal health moves to 
expand to Philly
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