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A $52 million shopping center that 
will include a bank, supermarket, 
restaurant, urgent care center and 
apartments is moving forward, in a 
complex public and private partner-
ship spearheaded by the PHA in the 
Sharswood neighborhood.

Other partners include SHIFT Cap-
ital and Mosaic Development Part-
ners, which will manage and run the 
234,000-square foot development 
that will be called Sharswood Ridge 
and have 98 mixed-income rental 
units. The retail will include a Grocery 

Outlet, a discount supermarket chain, 
a Santander Bank, an Everest Urgent 
Care and a Wingstop restaurant.

The development at 20th and Ridge 
Ave., which is expected to generate 200 
construction jobs and about 200 per-
manent jobs, is scheduled to be com-
pleted in 2022.

About half of the apartments will 
include below-market rate units.

Based in North Philadelphia, Mosaic 
is a minority-owned firm with devel-
opments at The Navy Yard, Cheyney 
University and other parts of North 
Philadelphia.

On Monday, State Rep. Malcolm 
Kenyat ta announced a $2.1 mil-

lion grant for the supermarket and 
shopping center. “The addition of a 
supermarket to this section of North 
Philadelphia is a huge benefit to con-
stituents and other businesses and 
retailers in the area,” Kenyatta said.

Financing for the deal includes fed-
eral, state, local and private invest-
ment, such as PHA loans, new market 
tax credits, Redevelopment Assistance 
Capital Program grants and Philadel-
phia Industrial Corp. (PIDC) loans.

PIDC, Commonwealth Cornerstone 
Group, an affiliate of the Pennsylvania 
Housing Finance Agency and Capital 

Sharswood development 
set for 2022 completion

Minority-owned firm to manage $52M shopping center

A 234,000-square foot retail and residential project is expected to revitalize the North Philadelphia neighborhood.
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Progress has been made 
in addressing equit y in 
vaccine uptake, yet more 
needs to be done.

“I appreciate the fact that 
what we’ve done better 
at is addressing dispar-
ities in vaccine uptake,” 
Dr. Florence Momplaisir, 
assistant professor of Med-
icine, Perelman School 
of Medicine, said as she 
spoke during a Universi-
ty of Pennsylvania virtual 
panel discussion.

“Issues related to racial 
disparities are complex, 
a nd t hey a re rooted in 
pract ices of st r uct u ra l 
racism, and it will take a 
lot of time and persistent, 
intentional effort to move 
the needle toward equity, 
but I say that we can get 
there.”

“We already see the gap 
in terms of racial dispar-
ities in terms of vaccine 
uptake to be lowered and 
they have lowered over 
time,” she continued.

Momplaisir was one of 

four medical professionals 
who participated in a panel 
discussion on Friday titled 
“COVID-19 Vaccines: One 
Year Later.”

“I think that what we’re 
learned since the begin-
ning of this pandemic is 
that using multiple-lev-
el strategies is key,” she 
explained. “What I mean 
by t hat is t hat we can’t 
address the lack of access 
to COV I D -19 v ac c i nes 
without addressing vaccine 
hesitancy. This is both valid 
in the U.S. and globally.”

She said there is a need to 
increase access to free vac-
cines particularly in com-
munities that are under-re-
sourced where incidence is 
high, and provide vaccina-
tion at trusted and conve-
nient places like schools, 
churches, barbershops, 
salons and pharmacies.

Momplaisir also under-
scored t he impor ta nce 
of continuing to provide 
access to COVID-19 testing.

“W hile vaccination is 
a key pillar to COVID-19 

Medical experts 
address vaccine 
developments
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Students and staff from Math-
emat ics, Civ ics and Sciences 
Charter School held a silent stand 
Friday afternoon at City Hall for 
the gun violence plaguing the city.

Veronica Joyner, the school’s 
founder and Chief Administrator, 
said she is tired of nothing being 
done to curb the widespread vio-
lence throughout Philadelphia, 

which had 524 homicides as of 
Friday.

D i s propor t ion atel y,  Bl ac k 
people make up 81 percent of this 
year’s homicides (372).

Recently Mathematics, Civics 
and Sciences Charter School has 
lost five current and former stu-
dents and a former high school 
English teacher to gun violence.

“We have, to date, 524 murders, 
and we don’t want it to become a 
norm in the city,” Joyner said. “And 
it seems as if everybody’s going on 
like business as usual. We’re look-
ing at a city that I was born and 
raised in, Philadelphia, known as 

Charter students stand 
against city gun violence
At silent protest, school 
leader says council has 
ignored the problem

Students and staff from Mathematics, Civics and Sciences Charter School 
held a silent stand Friday against the gun violence plaguing the city.
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Effective Jan. 3, Philadelphia 
will require proof of vaccination 
to eat indoors in restaurants or 
drink inside bars.

“We’ve come an incredibly 
long way, but there is still work 
to be done to get Philadelphia 
through the pandemic,” Mayor 
Jim Kenney said during a media 
briefing held on Monday.

“New cases and hospitaliza-
tions are rising, and we must do 
more to protect our residents,” 
Kenney said. “The City’s indoor 
mask mandate helped us control 
case rates this fall, so we are roll-
ing out a complementary vaccine 
mandate for food establishments, 
where masking is not feasible.”

Hea lt h Com m issioner Dr. 
Cheryl Bettigole said other big 
cities like New York City, San 
Francisco and New Orleans have 
similar mandates and are show-
ing that it can be done smoothly.

“The most dangerous situation 
in the pandemic at this point 
is when someone is unmasked 
and around people from other 
households, eating or drinking 
indoors,” she said.

“I don’t wa nt to close ou r 
restaurants or the other types of 
businesses that serve food. I want 
them to stay open and operate 
safely. Since we can’t make people 
wear masks when they’re eating, 
we need to increase the vaccina-
tion rates of people in those situ-
ations.”

Under the new requirement, 

a recent negative COVID-19 test 
will also be accepted initially. 
However, after Jan. 17, negative 
COVID-19 tests will no longer 
be accepted and vaccines are 
required.

The mandate applies to bowl-
ing alleys, casinos (where food 
is served on the f loor), indoor 
restaurants, bars, food courts, 
movie theaters, catering halls, 
sports venues that serve food 
and cafes within larger establish-
ments.

The rule calls for staff that work 
in these restaurants to have at 
least one dose of vaccine by Jan. 
3 and to complete their vaccine 
series by Feb. 3. This also applies 
to children age five and three 
months through 11 years.

A full vaccination means that a 
person has received two doses of 
either the Pfizer or Moderna vac-
cine or a single dose of the John-
son & Johnson vaccine.

“Philadelphia is doing a great 
job staying masked and getting 
vaccinated, but with hundreds of 
thousands of Philadelphians who 
are eligible for vaccine but not yet 
fully vaccinated, we need this 

City to require vaccines 
for indoor public dining
Mandate will apply to 
restaurants, bars and 
other eating venues
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Black Violin breaks 
molds, color barriers 
in classical music


