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As police continue to 
stop a nd f r isk A f r ic a n 
Americans at higher rates 
than whites in the cit y, 
Black g roups rene wed 
d e m a n d s  t h a t  M a y o r 
Jim Kenney end the law 
enforcement practice.

A col lect ion of Black 
community organizations 
have signed a letter call-
ing for Kenney to ban the 
tactic as he has supported 
other police reforms in the 
wake of the police killing of 
George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis and subsequent protests.

Pol ice have used t he 
tactic for decades to “vio-

late the civil and human 
rights of Black people” in 
Philadelphia, according 
to the groups’ letter. The 
groups noted that Kenney 
pledged to end stop and 
frisk when he ran for his 
first term as mayor in 2015.

“There is no doubt that 
harsh practices such as 
c hok ehold s a nd ot her 
asphyxiation tactics must 
be banned f rom police 
policies, but we believe 
that the best way to prevent 
police brutality is by limit-
ing needless contact with 
police in the first place,” 
the groups wrote in the 
letter.

A call for 
police to 
end ‘stop 
and frisk’
Local organizations sign 
letter calling for Mayor 
Kenney to ban tactic as he 
supports other police reforms

Black community organizations have signed a letter call-
ing for Mayor Jim Kenney to ban Philadelphia police from 
using stop-and-frisk tactic. — AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKE
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Nine people were killed 
and 19 were injured in 19 
shooting across the city 
this holiday weekend.

Philadelphia police data 
show the shootings bring 
the total number of homi-
cide victims in the city so 
far this year to 210 — 27% 
more than the same time 
last year.

“This weekend’s terrible 
toll of multiple shootings 
and deaths from gun vio-
lence is shocking, disturb-
ing and requires a com-
prehensive response from 
t he Cit y,” Cit y Cou nci l 
President Darrell Clarke 
said in a written statement 
released Monday.

He noted that “the City 
is on pace for its hig h-
est homicide total since 
2007.”

Clarke, who represents 
District 5, said, “The deadly 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
unrest triggered by George 
Floyd’s murder, escalating 
poverty, broiling summer 
heat and a f lood of illegal 
guns have created a toxic 
mix of despair in our City, 
and we must address it.”

City Council has autho-
rized work to prepare a 
lawsuit against the Com-
monwealth for its failure 
to enact stronger gun laws, 
and the administration is 
preparing to roll out a group 
violence intervention strat-
egy, Clarke said. “We need 
all this and more.”

Children were among the 
shooting victims this holi-
day weekend; a 6-year-old 
boy and a 15-year-old boy 
were killed, and an 11-year-
old girl was injured.

Nine killed and 19
injured in weekend
shootings in Philly
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WASHINGTON — NASCAR’s lay-
ered relat ionship w ith President 
Donald Trump took a sharp turn 
Monday when Trump blasted the 
series for banning the Confederate flag 
and wrongly accused the sport’s only 
full-time Black driver of perpetrating 
“a hoax” when a crew member found 
a noose in the team garage stall.

Trump suggested Bubba Wallace 
should apologize after the sport ral-
lied around him after the noose was 
found in his assigned stall at Talladega 
Superspeedway in Alabama. Federal 
authorities ruled last month the noose 
had been hanging since October and 
was not a hate crime. NASCAR and 
the FBI have exclusively referred to 
the rope — which was used to pull the 
garage door closed — as a noose.

It was the only garage pull out of 

1,684 stalls at 29 inspected NASCAR 
tracks to be fashioned as a noose.

NASCAR President Steve Phelps has 
bristled at suggestions the noose was 
a hoax. Wallace was shown a photo-
graph of the noose, never personally 
saw it, and was told by NASCAR offi-
cials he was the victim of a hate crime.

“Has @BubbaWallace apologized to all 
of those great NASCAR drivers & officials 

Trump criticizes NASCAR 
on Confederate flag ban

President suggests Bubba Wallace should 
apologize, declares noose incident ‘a hoax’

Bubba Wallace stands next to his car during a prayer before a NASCAR Cup Series auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speed-
way on Sunday. — AP PHOTO/DARRON CUMMINGS
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PHOENIX — A Latino cook whose 
co-worker got COVID-19 waited in his 
truck for a free swab at a rare testing 
event in a low-income neighborhood 
in Phoenix. A Hispanic tile installer 
queued up after two weeks of self-iso-
lation while his father battled the coro-
navirus in intensive care. He didn’t 
know his dad would die days later.

As the pandemic explodes in diverse 
states like Arizona and Florida, people 
in communities of color who have 
been exposed to the virus are strug-
gling to get tested. W hile people 
nationwide complain about appoint-
ments being overbooked or waiting 
hours to be seen, getting a test can be 
even harder in America’s poorer, His-
panic and Black neighborhoods, far 
from middle-class areas where most 
chain pharmacies and urgent care 
clinics offering tests are found.

“There really isn’t any testing around 
here,” said Juan Espinosa, who went 
with his brother Enrique to the recent 
drive-up testing event in Phoenix’s 
largely Latino Maryvale neighborhood 
after a fellow construction worker was 
suspected of having COVID-19. “We 
don’t know anywhere else to go.”

Hundreds of people lined up last week 
for another large-scale testing event in 
a different low-income area of Phoenix 
that’s heavily Hispanic and Black.

Arizona — the nation’s leader in new 
confirmed infections per capita over 
the past two weeks — and its minori-

ty neighborhoods are just starting 
to feel what New York and other East 
Coast and Midwestern communities 
experienced several months ago, said 
Mahasin Mujahid, associate professor 
at the University of California, Berke-
ley’s School of Public Health.

“It’s the perfect storm as this hits 
unlevel playing fields all across the 
U.S.,” said Mujahid, a social epidemiol-
ogist who studies health in disadvan-
taged neighborhoods.

Public health officials say wide-
spread testing to rapidly identify and 

isolate infected people can help ensure 
residents of underserved neighbor-
hoods get care while slowing the 
virus’s spread.

“Pandemics expose the inequali-
ties in our health care system,” said 
Dr. Thomas Tsai, assistant professor 
at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of 
Public Health and a surgeon at Bos-
ton’s Brigham and Women’s Hospital. 
“What is needed is to make testing free 
and as available as possible.

Black, Latino neighborhoods 
struggle with test disparities

Medical personnel prepare to test hundreds of people lined up in vehicles last 
month in Phoenix’s western neighborhood of Maryvalefor free COVID-19 tests 
organized by Equality Health Foundation, which focuses on care in underserved 
communities.  — AP PHOTO/MATT YORK
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