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It’s all about second chances.
Seth Williams, Philadelphia’s dis-

graced former district attorney, has 
recently emerged as a “poster boy” for 
second chances.

Following his release from federal 
prison last April after serving three 
years on bribery charges, Williams 
— the first Black district attorney in 
Pennsylvania history — was installed 
last week as director of the new Her-
bert J. Hoelter vocational training 
center at 8th and Girard Avenue.

The new center is modeled after a 
program in Baltimore. It is a nation-
wide initiative, whose parent is a 
non-profit known as the National 
Center on Institutions and Alterna-
tives (NCIA).

The prospective centers that are 
opening in various locations through-
out the nation, are designed to help 
veterans, at-risk youth, people with 
intellectual and emotional disabilities 
and those with criminal records.

“We believe if we can change one 

life, we can change their family’s life, 
it changes the life of the community,” 
CEO Herb Hoelter said recently.

Participants receive 15 weeks of 
training in one of five areas: HVAC, 
automotive, truck driving, culinary 
arts and drone training.

Williams says he believes the center 
is tailor-made for his skills in the after-
math of his Icarus-like fall from his 
position as Philadelphia’s first Black 
district attorney.

Seth Williams and second chances

Philadelphia’s formerly incarcerated DA making a comeback

Seth Williams is the new director of the National Center on Institutions and Alter-
natives’ vocational training program at 801 W. Girard Ave., which offers HVAC or 
culinary arts training to returning or recovering citizens. — TRIBUNE PHOTOS/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN

Former Philadelphia District Attorney Seth Williams says “I feel called to use the combination of my professional and per-
sonal experiences, to prevent crime, reduce recidivism, change lives and give hope.” 
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It’s been 20 years since the passing of 
Rev. Leon H. Sullivan and the impact of 
his accomplishments is still being felt 
throughout Philadelphia and beyond.

With that in mind, Opportunities 
Industrialization Center of Ameri-
ca Inc. (OIC) will celebrate Sullivan’s 
impact with a “Moving Mountains” 
tribute April 23 at 1 p.m.

Sullivan founded OIC of America in 
1964 to address the lack of education 
and job training programs available 
to minorities in Philadelphia so they 
could prepare themselves and become 
part of a highly skilled workforce.

“We felt that this was a unique 
opportunity for us to talk about what’s 
happened in 20 years — to sort of go 
back and help people to understand 
his contributions and accomplish-
ments within the country as well as 
his impact and influence in helping to 
bring down apartheid in South Africa,” 
James Haynes, OIC of America presi-
dent and CEO, said of the organiza-
tion’s tribute to Sullivan.

“In my opinion, he’s a giant and he 
doesn’t necessarily get the credit or just 
rewards for all the things that he did.”

Born in Charleston, West Virginia, Sul-
livan died in April 2001 at the age of 78. 
He moved to Philadelphia in 1950 and 
became the pastor of Zion Baptist Church 
at the corner of Broad and Venango 
streets until his retirement in 1988.

Sullivan opened Progress Plaza in 
1968. It was the first African-Ameri-
can-owned shopping center in the U.S.

The civil rights leader organized 
the “Selective Patronage” campaign, 
pulling together 400 ministers and 
their congregations to boycott major 
companies that refused to hire Blacks.

OIC to honor legacy of Rev. Leon Sullivan
Group’s founder was 
considered a ‘giant’

Leon Sullivan founded OIC of America 
in 1964.

Rev. Leon Sullivan accompanies President Richard Nixon during a visit to Prog-
ress Plaza in North Philadelphia on Broad Street near Temple University’s campus. 
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Philadelphia of f icials 
are mobilizing resources 
and calling in the National 
Guard in preparation for the 
verdict in the Derek Chau-
vin trial.

On Friday, Mayor Jim 
K e n ne y c a l le d “ac t i v e 
peace” in response to the 
verdict over the police kill-
ing of George Floyd in Min-
neapolis, which could come 
next week, as Police Com-
missioner Danielle Outlaw 
pledged her department 
is “prepared for any pos-
sible civil unrest that may 
unfold.”

The pair of cit y lead-
ers were joined by more 
than two dozen officials, 
and community and faith 

leaders on the steps of the 
Municipal Services Build-
ing.

National Guard troops 
are deploying here start-
ing Saturday. Police will 
increase their presence and 
patrols on foot, horseback 
and bikes around critical 
infrastructure, businesses 
and neighborhoods.

T he c i t y ’s  E me r g en-
cy Operation Center will 
be fully staffed as of Sat-
u rd a y,  s a id F i r e  C om-
m issioner Ada m T h iel, 
head of the cit y’s Off ice 
of Emergenc y Ma nage-
ment .  (T he c enter  h a s 
been active for more than 
a year in response to the  
coronavirus pandemic and 
other emergencies.)

Philadelphia 
prepares for 
verdict in 
Chauvin trial
Plan includes National Guard
and increased police patrols

Police Commissioner Danielle Outlaw speaks about public 
safety con cerns Friday at the Municipal Service Building. 
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OIC » 4A RETRACTION » 4A

FLOYD » 6A

SETH » 4A

Max Marin
BILLY PENN/WHYY

Mayor J i m Ken ne y ’s 
administration and the 
Philadelphia Police Depart-
ment are retracting a memo 
sent to community groups 
urging residents to hasti-
ly sign legal documents in 
support of certain “quality 
of life” policing practices.

Philadelphia officials also 
formally apologized for the 
note, admitting it made an 
“untrue and misleading” 
claim. Sent out Friday with 

a Monday deadline, it asked 
residents to commit to their 
support for enforcing minor 
offenses such as public spit-
ting, obstructing sidewalks, 
and smoking marijuana in 
public.

In response to BILLY 
PENN’s questioning, Police 
Commissioner Danielle 
Outlaw and City Solicitor 
Dianna Cortes on Satur-
day issued a joint statement 
calling it a failed attempt to 
gather community feedback.

City retracts, apologizes 
for ‘fear-mongering’ 
request from police 
Memo asked residents to sign off 
on enforcement of minor offenses

Philadelphia Police officers near City Hall. — KIMBERLY PAYNTER/WHYY


