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As the city of Philadelphia contin-
ues to grapple with widespread gun 
violence, the city’s Rebuild program 
has announced that work is set to 
begin on some of their 12 Rebuild 
library sites.

K i ngsessi ng L ibra r y a nd Pas-
chalville Library are set to become 
the first two Free Library branches 
to receive improvements as part of 
the Rebuild program. Kingsessing 
Library will be first to break ground, 
with the branch set to close in Octo-
ber for a period of one-two months 
before construction will likely start 
in earnest in December or January.

Some of the improvements cur-
rently planned for the Kingsessing 
Library site, which has a $7 million 
budget, include a new reading and 
hangout area for teens and children, 
an upgrade in ADA accessibility, new 
furniture, a new roof, as well as new 
HVAC systems.

“They’ve been in planning for a 
long time. So traditionally between 
community engagement and then all 
the architectural design and land-
scape architectural design that needs 
to happen, that’s anywhere from 12 
to 18 months. So we’re at the culmi-
nating point for both of those. … So 
we’ve been at work, it’s a long time, 
but I think now is when people are 
just going to be able to actually see 
the evidence of that planning and 
design work and community conver-

sations actually come into the site,” 
said Rebuild’s executive director Kira 
Strong in regards to Rebuild’s recent 
announcement that work is com-
mencing at the library sites.

The Free Library of Philadelphia’s 
President and Director Kelly Rich-
ards, with whom Strong said there 
has been “a really great partnership,” 
also said he believes that the librar-
ies of the city can make a difference 
in protecting Philadelphia’s children 
from gun violence.

“We are a safe place. Something can 
happen anywhere. I’ve been around 
in the library field long enough to 
know that things do happen. But if 
we can work with youth in our librar-
ies and have a place for them to go, 

to learn, to study. I think that will 
help reduce some of that. Because 
t here w il l be more people in t he 
library than in those situations that 
take place where this kind of thing 
in society happens,” Richards said. 
“And the people and the youth will 
be in the library working with us … 
doing programs and events and fun 
educational opportunities.”

Overall, Richards said he feels great 
about the work the Rebuild program 
is doing to improve and renovate 
libraries across Philadelphia.

“I’m happy the mayor is doing this 
for the library. It’s something that’s 
needed. The l ibraries need to be 
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The home of Henry Ossawa Tanner, 
an African-American 19th-century 
painter with international acclaim, is 
in North Central Philadelphia at 2908 
W. Diamond St. The house was desig-
nated a national historic landmark, 
but faces threats of destruction due 
to its worsening conditions.

A group of Black preservationists 
called the Friends of the Henry O. 
Tanner House began a campaign to 
save the house last year.

“A lot of people come into their 
understanding of North Philadelphia 
based on our contemporary struggles 
around crime, violence, and pov-
erty,” said Chris Rodgers, program 
director for the Paul Robeson House 
& Museum and Friend of the Tanner 
House. “But there is such a rich his-
tory of Black folks who accomplished 
so much that needs to be talked about 
more in North Philadelphia.

“There is so much beauty and excel-
lence that comes out of North Phila-
delphia,” Rodgers said. “This home 

could symbolize what new genera-
tions can do in terms of those accom-
plishments.”

After conducting a series of inspec-
tions and surveys on the house, the 
group stated that it would need to 
raise $300,000 to restore the property.

Fundraising towards preserving 
the house began in late February this 
year on a website named Ioby, a non-
profit crowdfunding platform used 
mostly to fund community develop-
ment projects. The fundraising ended 
June 21st and raised a total of $30,000 
for the house.

“Before we can even think about 
what the house can be in future, there 
are some immediate things that need 
to be stabilized now in order to create 
the conditions for its restoration,” 
Rodgers said. “So, the crowdfunding 
campaign was really centered around 
that.”

Since ending crowdfunding, the 
group has partnered with a tempo-
rary local fiduciary named the Pres-
ervation Alliance of Greater Philadel-
phia.

According to their website, the 

Preservation Alliance of Greater Phil-
adelphia is a nonprofit organization 
“engaged in comprehensive advo-
cacy for the preservation of historic 
resources.”

The group is still raising money for 
the restoration of the Henry O. Tanner 
House.

According to Rodgers, the group 
has some of the money necessary to 
begin work on the house, but a reju-
venation plan is still in the process of 
being developed.

Once the rejuvenation plan is fin-
ished, the group said it will take it to 
a contractor who will determine the 
total amount needed to completely 
stabilize and restore the home.

“All the funds we are raising are 
com m it ted to t he repa i rs of t he 
house,” Rodgers said.

The group is also seeking a long-
term steward for the house “who also 
has a vision and is interested in build-
ing that vision in alignment with local 
community,” Rodgers said.

“There is a larger tourism world 

Historic Tanner House
may face destruction

Black preservationists try to save site

Judith Robinson, from left, Laronnda Thompson and Christopher Rodgers are part of the group Friends of the Tanner House 
that is fighting to save the historic site. —CHRIS RODGERS PHOTO
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Philly’s Rebuild program kicks off 
improvements to library branches

Rebuild PHL representatives distribute information to community members at 
Kingsessing Library and Recreation Center design open house. —REBUILD PHL PHOTO
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The Free Library of Phil-
adelphia’s Poet Laureate 
Governing Committee has 
named the 2022-23 Phila-
delphia Youth Poet Laureate.

Philadelphia Mayor Jim 
Kenney and Free Library 
Director Kelly Richards were 
on hand at Parkway Central 
Library on Monday to intro-
duce the Youth Poet Lau-
reate, a 17-year-old senior 
at Hardy Williams Mas-
tery Charter School, Telicia 
Darius.

K e n ne y  s a id  he  w a s 
“thrilled” to recognize the 
Youth Poet Laureate pro-
gram, describing it as some-
thing that “provides our chil-
dren with a chance to explore 
their creativity and become 
civic leaders themselves” 
and added, “I’m proud of our 
incredible youth who contin-
ue to use art and especially 

poetry as a way to express 
their thoughts and emotions 
and think critically about the 
world around them.”

“I congratulate our new 
Youth Poet Laureate on 
behalf of the city of Phila-
delphia. We are proud of 
you and we are so excited 
for all the great things you 
will do this year. … I think 
it’s important that we under-
stand that what you see on 
the news every night isn’t 
representative of what our 
kids are all about and what 
they’re doing. And the vast 
majority of them are doing 
positive, great things and 
leading. And when I step 
away, I’ll be happy to see 
these young folks step it up 
and take the reins,” Kenney 
said.

Darius, who has partici-
pated in the Young Writer’s 
Workshop at Bard College 
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Poet Laureate

Kelly Richards, director of the Free Library of Philadel-
phia, from left, new Youth Poet Laureate Telicia Darius and 
Mayor Jim Kenney, stand Monday at the Parkway Central 
Library of Philadelphia. —TRIBUNE PHOTO/ABDUL R. SULAYMAN
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A wide variety of poli-
ticians, religious leaders 
and community advocates 
have voiced their support 
for District Attorney Larry 
Krasner, following the vote 
to hold him in contempt of 
court for refusing a sub-
poena by the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives.

T he decision to hold 
Krasner in contempt stems 
f rom a Republ ica n-led 
effort to impeach the dis-
trict attorney that began in 
July with the formation of 

the Select Committee on 
Restoring Law and Order.

T he bipa r t isa n com-
mittee consists of three 
Republican lawmakers and 
two Democratic lawmak-
ers that represent parts of 
Philadelphia, designated to 
investigate the DA’s office 
by searching for evidence of 
malpractice in handling the 
city’s gun violence crisis.

State lawmakers have 
criticized Krasner in the 
past, cla im ing t hat his 
pol icies to combat t he 
city’s rising rates of gun 
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