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Tribune News Report

During a digital signing 
and news conference today, 
14 Pennsylvania commu-
n it y col lege president s 
a n nou nced a new pa r t-
nership and articulation 
agreement with Southern 
New Hampshire University 
(SNHU).

Under the agreement, stu-
dents from all 14 Pennsylva-
nia community colleges will 
be able to transfer up to 90 
credits to SNHU and com-
plete their bachelor’s degree 
online with a 10 percent tui-
tion reduction.

“Com mu n it y col leges 
work hard to provide stu-

dents with quality education 
at an affordable price, which 
is why we’re so pleased to 
announce our partnership 
with Southern New Hamp-
shire University,” said John 
J. “Sk i” Syg ielsk i, MBA, 
Ed.D., President and CEO of 
HACC, Central Pennsylva-
nia’s Community College. 
“This articulation agree-
ment will allow community 
college students in Pennsyl-
vania to seamlessly transfer 
up to 90 credits to SNHU 
and offer them a 10 percent 
tuition reduction, making 
postsecondar y distance 
education more affordable 
for Pennsylvania commu-
nity college students.”

Of the 90 credits that may 
be transferred toward an 
online bachelor’s degree 
with SNHU, applicable mil-
itary training is considered.

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  a l s o 
applies to employees and 
immediate family mem-
bers of employees from all 
Pennsylvania community 
colleges. The 14 communi-
ty college presidents hope 
that the agreement will help 
Pennsylvania achieve its 
attainment goal of 60 per-
cent of Pennsylvanians aged 
25-64 with a postsecondary 
degree or industry-recog-
nized credential by 2025.

Montco college inks new transfer agreement 

Interim Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. Gloria Oikelome signs the transfer agreement 
with Southern New Hampshire University on behalf of Montgomery County Community Col-
lege. —MONTGOMERY COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE
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Certain parts of Harriet 
Tubman’s story are well-
known. For example, the fact 
that she led over 300 enslaved 
people to freedom via the 
Underground Railroad. Other 
facts about her life, like that 
she had temporal lobe epi-
lepsy stemming from a head 
injury she suffered as a child, 
are lesser-known.

A s a n adu lt ,  Tubm a n 
occasionally slipped into 
hallucinations.

“She had these spells where 
she said three things hap-
pened,” said author Lorene 
Cary. “Music tumbled from 
the air, she flew over cities 
and towns, and sometimes 
she said she was allowed to 
touch the mind of God.”

Ca r y u s e d t hos e epi-
sodes to leverage a certain 
poetic license when writ-
ing her biographical play, 
“My G ener a l  Tubm a n,” 
beginning January 16th at 
the Arden Theatre.

In the play, Tubman trav-
els through time to contem-
porary Philadelphia, visiting 
a prisoner and the chaplain 
that looks in on him.

Both in real life and in 
the literary hallucination, 
Tubma n recr u ited A f r i-
can Americans to rise up 
against oppression. In the 
play, she pulls that prison-
er, Nelson Davis, back into 
the 19th centur y to f ight 
against slavery. (The char-
acter shares a name with 
Tubman’s second husband.)

Lorene Cary makes stage debut 
Danielle Leneé portrays Harriet Tubman in Lorene Cary’s debut play, ‘My General Tubman.’ — WIDE EYED STUDIOS

Lorene Cary is the author of “If Sons, Then Heirs,” a non-fic-
tion Underground Railroad book for children, and the mem-
oir, “Black Ice.” — PHOTO BY MARTIN REGUSTERS
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A f i red Ph i l l y cop i s 
suing Meek Mill, Jay-Z, 
A mazon and ot hers for 
defamation over a docu-
mentary that her lawyers 
say falsely implies she was 
corrupt and a liar.

The lawsuit, filed in fed-
eral court on Tuesday, cen-
ters on a few seconds in the 
Amazon Prime documen-
tary series “Free Meek.” 
The five-part series chron-
icles problems within Phil-
adelphia’s criminal justice 
system in light of the rap-
per’s probation troubles.

A n  i m a g e  of  f or m e r 
police officer Saqueta Wil-
liams is featured in an epi-
sode of the series: one that 
covers Philadelphia’s “Do 
Not Call” list. This infor-
ma l index names more 
than 60 cops whom the 
district attorney’s office 
avoids summoning to tes-
tify in court, due to credi-
bility issues.

Williams landed on the 
list after the department 
arrested her over an inci-
dent in which she drew 
a gun during an off-du-
ty altercation outside of 
a North Phil ly bar. The 
former off icer was later 
acquitted. Her attorneys 
now argue the documen-
tary defamed her by fea-
turing her likeness in the 
context of commentators 
describing t he “Do Not 
Call” list as one enumer-
ating “dirty” cops or those 
that had lied in court.

“It lends the impression 
to the ordinary person that 
she was a corrupt police 
officer. That she had lied 
or perjured herself, which 
is not true,” said Williams’ 

lawyer, Steven F. Marino. 
“That’s the foundation of 
the suit.”

Filed in the U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania, the 
suit alleges that the A-List 
cast of defendants person-
ally signed off and profited 
from the script — which 
for a few seconds included 
Williams.

Publicists for Meek Mill 
and Jay-Z declined to com-
ment on Friday. Amazon 
d id not re spond to a n 
email about the litigation.

Fired from PPD for  
drawing a gun at the bar

The “Do Not Call” list 
began under former DA 
Seth Williams and con-
t i nues u nder DA La r r y 
Krasner, who made offi-
cer names public in early 
2017. That was the same 
y e a r  Me ek M i l l ’s  s a g a 
returned to public light, 
after he was sentenced to 
jail time over a probation 
violation.

It was also the year Wil-
liams and her significant 
other were involved in an 
early morning altercation 
with four women outside a 
bar on North Broad Street. 
The incident made its way 
back to the department, 
sparking a PPD Internal 
Affairs investigation. Wil-
liams was then arrested 
and fired from the force, 
but a jury acquitted her on 
all charges last February, 
according to the lawsuit. 
Williams’ attorney’s insists 
she drew her firearm on 
the crowd only “to dees-
calate the situation.”

Fast forward to August 
2019, when “Free Meek” 
dropped on Amazon Prime.

Ex-cop suing 
Meek Mill, Jay-Z 
for defamation

Rapper Meek Mill arrives at the Juanita Kidd Stout Center 
for Criminal Justice for a hearing. Hundreds of supporters 
filled the street outside the courthouse. Inset: Screenshot 
from ‘Free Meek’ documentary on Amazon.

— WHYY PHOTO/EMMA LEE
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Pennsylvania second lady 
Gisele Fetterman thinks 
that everyone should be a 
part of the big picture when 
it comes to the 2020 census.

Fe t t e r m a n  a n d  s t a t e 
agency heads gathered in 
t he Capitol Rot u nda on 
Monday to make sure that 
everyone is included in the 
upcoming census count.

A former undocumented 
immigrant, Fetterman said, 
“I never understood the big 
picture because I never felt a 
part of that big picture.”

Fetterman w ill set out 

on a statewide census tour 
later this month where she 
will meet with such hard-
to-count populat ions as 
low-income communities, 
the homeless and residents 
of rural Pennsylvania.

She’l l  a l so st res s t he 
importance of participa-
tion in the 2020 census. The 
tour will include stops in 
Philadelphia, Centre, Erie, 
Allegheny, Lancaster and 
Luzerne counties.

“Having spent my career 
working to address issues of 
equity, I understand how the 
individuals at the greatest 
risk of not being counted are 

the same ones who would be 
disproportionately affected 
by an inaccurate count,” 
Fetterman said.

Three million Pennsyl-
vanians depend on the ser-
vices provided by DHS, such 
as LIHEAP, SNAP, CHIP and 
Medicaid. All of which rely 
on census data to disburse 
funds and locate areas of 
great need, Department of 
Human Services Secretary 
Teresa Miller said.

Mil ler said t he state’s 
hardest-to-reach popula-
tion is children, because 
they often aren’t included 
in a household head count.

Department of Labor and 
Industry Secretary Gerard 
Oleksiak said that rural pop-
ulations are among the most 
difficult groups to count in 
the state.

Statehouse rally kicks off 
2020 census push in Pa

Gisele Fetterman, shown at 
the inauguration of her hus-
band, Lt. Gov. John Fetter-
man, helped to kick off the 
state’s 2020 census push on 
Monday. 

— FLICKR/OFFICE OF GOV. TOM WOLF
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