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WASHINGTON — The 
latest deadly breach of the 
Capitol’s perimeter could 
delay the gradual reopening 
of the building’s grounds to 
the public just as lawmakers 
were eyeing a return to more 
normal security measures 
following the Jan. 6 insur-
rection.

Capitol Pol ice of f icer 
William “Billy” Evans, an 
18-year veteran of the force, 
was killed Friday when a 
man rammed his car into a 
barrier outside the Senate 
side of the building. The 
driver, identified as 25-year-
old Noah Green, was shot 
and killed after he ran his 
car into Evans and another 
officer, got out and lunged at 
police with a knife.

The deaths came less than 
two weeks after the Capitol 
Police removed an outer 
fence that had temporarily 
cut off a wide swath of the 
area to cars and pedestrians, 
blocking major traffic arter-
ies that cross the city. The 
fencing had been erected to 
secure the Capitol after the 
violent mob of of then-Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s sup-
porters attacked the build-
ing Jan. 6., interrupting the 
certification of President Joe 
Biden’s victory. The violence 
lead to the deaths of f ive 
people, including a Capitol 
Police officer.

Police, who took the brunt 
of the assaults that day, have 
left intact a second ring of 
fencing around the inner 
perimeter of the Capitol 
as they struggle to figure 
out how to best protect the 

building and t hose who 
work inside it. That tall, 
dark fencing — parts of it 
covered in razor wire until 
just recently — is still a stark 
symbol of the fear many in 
the Capitol felt after the mob 
laid siege two months ago.

Lawmakers have almost 
universally loathed the fenc-
ing, saying the seat of Amer-
ican democracy was meant 
to be open to the people, 
even if there was always 
going to be a threat.

But after Friday’s attack, 
some said they needed to 
procced with caution.

“It’s an eyesore, it sucks,” 
Democratic Rep. Tim Ryan 
of Ohio said about the fenc-
ing. “Nobody wants that 
there. But the question is, 
is t he env ironment safe 
enough to be able to take 
it down? In the meantime, 
maybe that fence can pre-
vent some of these things 
from happening.”

R y a n ,  c h a i r m a n of  a 
House spending committee 
that oversees security and 
the Capitol, stressed that no 
decisions had been made, 
and that lawmakers would 
be “reviewing everything” 
after the latest deadly inci-
dent. His committee and 
others are looking at not 
only the fence but at the 
sta f f ing, st r uct u re, a nd 
intelligence capabilities of 
the Capitol Police.

“The scab got ripped off 
again here today,” Ryan 
said. “So we’ve got to figure 
this out.”

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 

Mae Anderson

News of Major League Baseball’s 
decision to pull this summer’s All-Star 
Game from Georgia over its sweeping 
new voting law reverberated among 
fans Saturday, while Gov. Brian Kemp 
vowed to defend the measure in court, 
saying “free and fair elections” are 
worth any threats, boycotts or lawsuits 
to come.

The Republican governor said at a 
news conference that the MLB “caved 
to fear and lies from liberal activists” 
when it yanked the July 13 game from 
Atlanta’s Truist Park. He added the 
decision will hurt working people in the 
state and have long-term consequences 
on the economy.

“I want to be clear: I will not be back-
ing down from this fight. We will not 
be intimidated, and we will also not be 
silenced,” Kemp said.

“Major League Baseball, Coca-Co-
la and Delta may be scared of Stacey 
Abrams, Joe Biden and the left, but I 
am not,” he said, referring to companies 
that have also criticized the new law.

Three groups already have filed 
a lawsuit over the measure, which 

includes new restrictions on voting by 
mail and greater legislative control over 
how elections are run. Critics say it vio-
lates the First and 14th Amendments of 
the U.S. Constitution, as well as parts of 

the federal Voting Rights Act that say 
states cannot restrict Black voter par-
ticipation.
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For some it’s too much to watch. 
Others just can’t turn away.

The televised trial of Derek Chau-
vin, the former white police officer 
charged in the death of George Floyd, 
has provoked strong emotions among 
many Black men and women — all 
tinged with an underlying dread that 
it could yield yet another devastating 
disappointment.

For many, it has brought back mem-

ories of the disturbing video of Floyd’s 
last moments as he gasped for breath 
with Chauvin’s knee on his neck. The 
video galvanized protests in cities 
across the U.S. and the world, as the 
words “Black Lives Matter” took hold.

“I had to mute the TV,” said Lisa 
Harris, 51, of Redford Township, just 
west of Detroit. “Hearing Mr. Floyd 
continue to say he can’t breathe and 
call for his mother — it was a lot. It’s 
been a lot to watch.”

Steven Thompson remembers 
closely watching the 2013 trial of 

George Zimmerman in the shooting 
death of 17-year-old Trayvon Martin 
in Florida and feeling blindsided. 
Zimmerman, who identifies as His-
panic, was acquitted on all counts 
in the unarmed Black teen’s death, 
including second-degree murder.

“I didn’t expect that outcome,” 
Thompson, 35, said. “But I’m a lot less 
ignorant now.”

Thompson is choosing not to watch 
the trial of Chauvin, the former Min-
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Civil rights activists are 
calling for nationwide sup-
port in their fight against a 
Georgia elections bill that is 
being decried as unconsti-
tutional.

The law, among ot her 
actions, allows the state 
elections board to take con-
trol over county election 
boards deemed as negli-
gent, or failing to meet state 
standards and appoint new 
officials over such boards. 
In addition, it eliminates 
mobile polling places, pre-
senting an issue of access 
for voters who can’t get to 
the polls during traditional 

hours; and bans water dis-
tribution to voters in line. It 
adds a mandate that voters 
must provide identification 
for absentee ballot voting.

The law also removes the 
Secretary of State from the 
role of chair of the state elec-
tions board and allows the 
state legislature to appoint 
a board chair. The Georgia 
state legislature has been 
Republican controlled for 
more than a decade.

In cr it icizing t he law, 
Francys Johnson, Chair-
man of the New Georgia 
Project, referred to Georgia 
Gov. Brian Kemp as “the 
vote suppressor in chief,” 

Activists urge
movement for
voting rights bill
They call for pressure on Senate
to pass act named for John Lewis
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Chauvin’s trial leaves Black 
viewers emotionally taxed 

Many African Americans are apprehensive, fearful of 
disappointment watching case of police officer unfold 

Actor Steven Thompson poses for a picture next to a poster of George Floyd in Los Angeles on Friday. 
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Ga. governor vows a fight after MLB 
yanks All-Star Game from Atlanta 

A supporter wears a “Black Lies Matter” sign as Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
speaks during a news conference at the State Capitol on Saturday in Atlanta, 
about Major League Baseball’s decision to pull the 2021 All-Star Game from 
Atlanta over the league’s objection to a new Georgia voting law. 

— AP PHOTO/BRYNN ANDERSON

Deadly breach 
could delay 
decisions about 
Capitol fencing 


