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The city’s outdoor dining 
regulations put in place in 
response to the novel coro-
navirus pandemic could 
get extended another year.

A pa i r of bi l ls i nt ro-
duced i n Ph i ladelph ia 
City Council on Thursday 
would continue to allow 
eateries to offer outdoor 
seat ing in nearly ever y 
neighborhood and permit 
the Philadelphia Streets 
Depart ment to prov ide 
temporary street closures 
through December 2021.

The current regulations 
are set to expire at the end 
of this year.

At-large Councilmem-
ber Allan Domb, the main 
sponsor of the bills, said in 
a statement that the legisla-
tion would help provide sta-
bilization for the restaurant 
industry during the novel 
coronavirus pandemic.

“We still don’t know where 
COVID-19 will take us and 
this amendment provides 
restaurants with breathing 
room to keep their doors 
open and employees work-
ing,” Domb said. “City gov-
ernment needs to continue 
to be flexible in this climate 
and respond to the constant-
ly changing dynamics asso-
ciated with the pandemic.”

The bi l ls now go to a 
council committee for a 
hearing, which has yet to 
be scheduled.

L e g i s l ator s  i n it i a l l y 
passed the outdoor dining 
regulations in June as the 
city began allowing eat-
eries to reopen and offer 
outside seating following 
shutdowns caused by the 
pandemic in March. The 
regulations fast-tracked 
the application process for 
businesses to set up outside 
seating options that lacked 
a permit, which previous-
ly required approval from 
City Council.

Many restaurants began 
offering al fresco seating 
t hroughout t he cit y on 
sidewalks as well as curb-
side parking spaces, the 
latter of which the city has 
dubbed a “streetery.” Tem-
porary street closures for 
restaurant seating could 
extend up to 48 hours.

Since June, the city has 
approved 657 sidewalk cafes 
and streeteries, and issued 
44 temporary-use permits 
for businesses to expand 
onto private properties, such 
as a parking lot, said Kenney 
administration spokeswom-

an Lauren Cox in an email. 
That was on top of the more 
than 250 restaurants that 
had existing sidewalk cafe 
licenses before the regula-
tions were expanded.

During the same time 
period, the city approved 
per m it s to close dow n 
streets for outdoor dining 
i n more t h a n a doz en 
a r e a s ,  m a n y of  w h ic h 
included multiple streets, 
Cox sa id. Some g roups 
have applied for a permit 
a nd received approva l 
multiple times.

T h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f 
indoor dining in Phila-
delphia began earlier this 
month, but with signifi-
cantly reduced capacity 
a nd ot her rest r ict ions. 
The restaurant industry 
has been among the hard-
est hit by the pandemic, 
which has caused signifi-
cant layoffs and closures.

A s  p h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
companies rush to f ind 
a vaccine for COVID-19, 
the nation’s top infectious 
disease expert has said 
life was not expected to go 
back to how it was before 
the pandemic until late 
2021, according to CNN.

“If you’re talking about 
getting back to a degree of 
normality which resem-
bles where we were prior 
to COV ID, it ’s going to 
be well into 2021, maybe 
even towards the end of 
2021,” Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National 
Institute of Allerg y and 
Infectious Diseases, said 
earlier this month, accord-
ing to CNN.

The proposal to extend 
the outdoor dining regu-
lations and street closures 
drew suppor t f rom t he 
Pennsylvania Restaurant 
& Lodging Association and 
Center City District.

“As COVID-19 continues 
to exist in the community 
— the hospitality industry 
is still not able to operate 
at normal capacity due to 
mitigation efforts,” John 
Longstreet, president of 
the restaurant and lodging 
association, said in a news 
release.

“It is more important 
than ever to give restau-
rants the opportunity to be 
creative with the use of out-
door space — even during 
the colder months while 
we exist within this ‘new 
normal’ for the foreseeable 
future.”
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Like most things in 2020, The Phila-
delphia Tribune’s Women of Achieve-
ment celebration looked a little different 
this year. The event, which was previ-
ously held at Philadelphia’s prestigious 
Union League, went digital this year 
Thursday in response to the pandemic.

The 12th annual event was emceed 
by media consultant and Emmy 
Award-winning broadcast journalist 
Monique Braxton after attendees were 

welcomed by Philadelphia Tribune Pres-
ident/CEO Robert W. Bogle.

“The Tribune is once again pleased to 
recognize women who have made sig-
nificant contributions, not only to their 
respective organizations but also to the 
communities they serve,” Bogle said. 
“We honor and celebrate this prestigious 
group of women, their accomplishments 
and their unwavering commitment to 
success.”

The event’s keynote speaker, Lincoln 
University President Brenda Allen, said 
that while she was inspired by the women 

being honored, her speech was inspired 
by something from social media.

“The inspiration for my talk today 
emanates from a slogan on a T-shirt, a 
T-shirt that miraculously appeared on 
my Facebook page. I say it was mirac-
ulous because it appeared on the very 
day that I was facing a big decision. A 
decision to either stand on principle or 
walk away in comfort. The T-shirt had 
my name followed by the phrase, ‘They 
whispered to her you cannot withstand 

Women of Achievement

Tribune celebrates ‘prestigious group’

The keynote speaker, Lincoln University President Brenda Allen, addresses the Tribune’s Women of Achievement attendees 
and honorees. “There are struggles that often require us to choose between being the calm and being the storm. Sometimes 
those choices can arrest career advancement,” she said. — SCREENSHOT
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Four of the region’s health care 
organizations have formed a coa-
lition to transform Mercy Cath-
olic Medical Center-Mercy Phil-
adelphia Hospital into a campus 
focused on health equity for the 
surrounding West Philadelphia 
neighborhood.

The 157-bed hospital campus 
will be transformed by coalition 
partners including Public Health 
Management Corporation (PHMC), 

Penn Medicine, Trinity Health 
Mid-Atlantic and Independence 
Blue Cross.

The partnership comes seven 
months after hospital owner Trini-
ty Health Mid-Atlantic announced 
plans to end inpatient care at the 
site due to financial challenges.

“Earlier this year, we began a 
slow and deliberate process of tran-
sitioning this campus away from an 
inpatient hospital — a model we 
determined was not sustainable 
— shifting toward an approach 
better equipped to address the cur-

rent and future needs of the West 
Philadelphia community,” James 
Woodward, president and CEO of 
Trinity Health Mid-Atlantic, said 
in a news release.

“We’ve done our best to include 
our patients, community and col-
leagues throughout this process, 
and we firmly believe the collabo-
ration between PHMC, Penn Med-
icine and Independence is best 
positioned to bring the right mix of 
services and care to the communi-

Outdoor
dining regs
may continue
through 2021
Bill would give extension to
street closures, ‘streeteries’

W. Philly medical center to be transformed

Mercy Catholic Medical Center campus in West Philadelphia will be 
transformed with the assistance of four health care organizations. 
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At 4-foot-10, you’d never guess that 
Lisa Forrest is a firefighter. The West 
Oak Lane native is not only a firefighter, 
she’s a history maker.

After a formal ceremony on Tuesday, 
Forrest is the Philadelphia Fire Depart-
ment’s first Black female battalion fire 
chief in its 149-year history.

The trailblazer said she never imag-
ined herself as a fire chief.

“My original goal was to come on 
to the fire department because I knew 
the city had tuition reimbursement. 
I wanted to go back to school to be a 
nurse. I figured I’d give it five years,” 
she said.

That was 19 years ago and she’s been 
breaking barriers ever since. Back in 
2013, she was the first African-Amer-

ican female fire captain in the history 
of the department. Even with all of 
her accomplishments, she remains 
humble.

“If you would have told me that I 
would be the first African-American 
female anything, I would have laughed 
at you. I didn’t expect to be the first, all 
I wanted to do was do the job and learn 
every facet of the job. I was never satis-
fied. It wasn’t enough. When I accom-
plished one thing, then I would find 
something else to do. I think people saw 
more in me than I saw in myself,” said 
the soon-to-be chief.

Forrest was also the first female pres-
ident of Club Valiants, a fraternal fire-
fighter organization that ensures equal-
ity for minority firefighters, and said she 
owes her career to them.

City fire department promotes first
Black female to be battalion chief

Lisa Forrest said she would love to see 
even more diversity in the Philadelphia 
Fire Department. —SUBMITTED PHOTO
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