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The debut of the brand-
new touch-screen voting 
machines in Philadelphia 
created delays and confu-
sion throughout Election 
Day.

Voters i n West Ph i l ly 
waited for more than an 
hour to cast a bal lot on 
Tuesday e ven i ng ,  w it h 
some having to leave before 
exercising their civic duty.

The complaints varied on 
the controversial machines. 
Across the city, some com-
plained about the touch 
sc re en’s sen sit iv it y,  i n 
wh ich it  cha nged t hei r 
select ions, while others 
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Philadelphia retailers are 
stocking fewer sweetened 
beverages on their shelves.

They’re also passing the 
1.5-cent-per-ounce sweet-
ened beverage tax on to 
shoppers, who loathe it.

And that’s why Philadel-
phia households are buying 
fewer sugary drinks now 
than they were before the 
sweetened beverage tax 
was implemented, accord-
ing to a recently updated 
st udy by Mat hemat ic a 
Policy Research, the Uni-
versity of Iowa and Cornell 
University.

The study looked at sim-
ilar soda taxes in Oakland, 
California; San Francisco, 
California; and Seatt le, 
Washington.

Philadelphia had the big-
gest decline in household 
purchases of sugary bev-
erages among the group, 
said David Jones, a senior 
researcher at Mathematica 
who co-led the updates to 
the study.

Jone s s u g ge s t e d t he 
reason for the decline in 
Philadelphia was due to the 
tax’s unpopularity, price 
hikes by retailers and high 
consumption by residents 
prior to the tax.

The 2018 study looked at 
the effects of the sweetened 
beverage tax on purchasing, 
consumption and retailers 
during the first 11 months 
that the tax was in effect 
compared to the same time 
before it was implemented 
in January 2017.
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Rep. Ayanna S. Pressley of 
Massachusetts, the only member 
of the group of progressive first-
term cong resswomen nick-
named “the squad” who had not 
yet backed a Democratic presi-
dential candidate, has endorsed 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren of Massa-
chusetts, a longtime ally.

Pressley announced her deci-
sion in an email to supporters 
on Wednesday afternoon and 
released a corresponding video 
announcement.

“Elizabeth has made it her 
life’s work to pursue justice for 
working families and put eco-
nomic and political power in 
the hands of people,” Pressley 
said in the statement. “We find 
ourselves in a fight for the soul of 
our nation, and I know Elizabeth 
can win it.”

In choosing Warren, Press-
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NEW YORK — A judge Thursday 
ordered President Donald Trump to 
pay $2 million to an array of charities as 
a fine for misusing his own charitable 
foundation to further his political and 
business interests.

New York state Judge Saliann Scar-
pulla imposed the penalty after the 
president admitted to a series of abuses 
that were outlined in a lawsuit brought 
against him last year by the New York 
attorney general’s office.

Among other things, Trump acknowl-
edged he improperly allowed his presi-
dential campaign staff to coordinate 
with the Trump Foundation in hold-
ing a fundraiser for veterans during 
the run-up to the 2016 Iowa caucuses. 
The event was designed “to further Mr. 
Trump’s political campaign,” Scarpulla 
said.

The foundation will be dissolved 
and its $1.7 million in remaining funds 
will be given to other nonprofits, under 
agreements reached by Trump’s lawyers 
and the attorney general’s office.

As part of those agreements , made 
public Thursday, the two sides left it up to 
the judge to decide what penalty Trump 
should pay.

The settlement was an about-face for 
Trump. He and his lawyers have blasted 
the lawsuit as politically motivated, and 
he tweeted, “I won’t settle this case!” 
when it was filed in June 2018.

Trump’s fine and the charity’s funds 
will be split evenly among eight orga-

Philly to iron out wrinkles 
with new voting machines

Shannon Cooper, left, a worker with the City Commission-
ers Office, showed Karen Wiley how to use the new voting 
machine during a voter registration event. — EMMA LEE/WHYY
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., poses for a photo with students after speaking at an assembly at Roo-
sevelt High School on Monday in Des Moines, Iowa. — AP PHOTO/CHARLIE NEIBERGALL
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President Donald Trump speaks during a 
campaign rally at the Monroe Civic Center 
in Monroe, La. — AP PHOTO/EVAN VUCCI, FILE
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Rep. Ayanna Pressley (D-Mass.) during a gathering for city election 
candidates at Santarpio’s Pizza in Boston. — KATHERINE TAYLOR/THE NEW YORK TIMES


