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WASHINGTON — House 
Democrats are charging toward 
impeaching President Donald 
Trump but not without pockets 
of division, as lawmakers who 
began the summer divided 
largely rallied Thursday behind 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s cr y 
that his actions leave them “no 
choice but to act.”

The California Democrat’s 
announcement that she was 

a s k i n g c om m it t e e c h a i r s 
to begin crafting articles of 
impeachment hardly staunched 
grumbling that the effort was 
risky for swing district lawmak-
ers whose 2018 victories gave 
the party House control. But the 
strong consensus among Demo-
crats was that the time had come 
to plunge forward.

“‘There’s certainly some anx-
iety among the more vulnerable 
members about how this cuts, 
but a broad acceptance that this 

moment has found us,” said Rep. 
Jared Huffman, D-Calif. “It’s not 
something we could avoid.”

That’s not to say there weren’t 
dissidents.

Freshman Democratic Rep. 
Jeff Van Drew, an impeach-
ment skeptic all year, said he 
remained opposed to the effort 
unless new evidence emerged. 
He said that should the Demo-
cratic-led House vote to impeach 
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The threat of a mayoral 
veto drove Philadelphia City 
Council to inject a last-min-
ute change into a bil l to 
reform the 10-year property 
tax abatement, setting up a 
final vote on the proposal 
next week.

On Thursday, City Coun-
cil advanced a proposal 
to phase out the subsidy 
incrementally for residen-
tial construction, with the 
legislation going into effect 
on Dec. 31, 2020.

City Council originally 
planned for the legislation to 
go into effect on July 1, 2020, 
but Mayor Jim Kenney lob-
bied legislators to push back 
the start date by six months, 
saying in an early morning 
letter he would use his veto 
pen to kill the proposed bill 
if they ignored his request.

“Ple a s e  k no w  t h a t  i f 
Council were to pass this 
Bill as currently proposed 
I will not sign it, and it will 
not become law,” Kenney 
said. “If that were to happen, 
I look forward to working 
w it h you a nd t he ot her 
members of the new Council 
on this issue in 2020.”

Kenney contended the 
earlier date would negative-
ly impact development proj-
ects currently on track to 
move forward next year and 
result in a deluge of building 
permit requests in the run 
up to the date. The new date 
would give his administra-

tion more time to transition 
to the proposed laws.

Council President Darrell 
Clarke, the main sponsor of 
the bill, hedged to save his 
proposal, saying in his own 
letter to Kenney that the 
amendment was a compro-
mise in light of the admin-
istration’s previous request 
to move the start date even 
further back to July 2021.

“That’s called good gov-
ernment,” Clarke said on the 
f loor of the council cham-
bers inside City Hall. 

C la rke sa id Ken ne y ’s 
ultimatum would not sour 
their political relationship, 
but dodged questions about 
how it might affect the full 
council.

“It d id n’t da mage h is 
relationship with me,” he 
said. “That’s all I can speak 
about.” 

T h e  p r o p o s a l  w o u l d 
reduce the overall tax break 
by nearly half and generate 
an estimated $270 million in 
city revenue over a decade. 
If passed, it would be the 
most signif icant change 
to the subsidy since it was 
adopted in its current form 
in 2000.

At-large Cit y Council-
woman Helen Gym, a Dem-
ocrat, was the lone legislator 
to vote against the amend-
ment.

“It’s embarrassing for our 
Mayor and City to freak out 
about tax subsidy reform 
while residents are being 
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DES MOINES, Iowa — Sen. Cory 
Booker came to Iowa on Thursday 
with a question — one that voters, 
activists and disgruntled members 
of the Democratic National Commit-
tee are also asking in the wake of Sen. 
Kamala Harris’ sudden departure 
from the 2020 race.

In a year that began with the inau-
guration of the most diverse class 
of House Democrats in history and 
quickly built to the most diverse field 
of presidential candidates in history, 
do Democrats want an all-white slate 
of top-tier candidates to be the face of 
their party in 2020?

“What message is that sending that 
we heralded the most diverse field 
in our history and now we’re seeing 
people like her dropping out of this 
campaign?” Booker asked a crowd 
here Thursday morning. He added 
that Harris left the race “not because 
Iowa voters had the voice. Voters did 
not determine her destiny.”

With Harris out and Booker, former 
housing secretary Julián Castro, Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii and busi-
nessman Andrew Yang yet to qualify 
for the December debate, the Demo-
cratic primary is facing a reckoning 
over diversity, fairness and represen-
tation in the primary process. Two 
weeks before the December debate, 
which is likely to feature an entirely 
white roster, the criticism has cen-

tered on the qualification rules, which 
are tied to numbers of individual 
donors and poll results.

Booker, who represents New Jersey, 
focused on these issues in his speech 
here and has been addressing them 
with renewed frequency all week.

Both he and Castro have seen an 
increase in fundraising in the days 
since Harris left the race. The Booker 
campaign said that Wednesday was 
its biggest online fundraising day 
of the race, with 11,000 new donors. 
Castro had his best fundraising day 
in four months Tuesday, pulling in 
roughly $200,000 in online donations.

Still, given the polling requirements, 
it is extremely unlikely that either man 
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Rep. Movita Johnson-Harrell, 
the West Philadelphia Democrat 
who’s been charged with embez-
zling more than $500,000 from a 
nonprofit she ran, will leave the 
state House late next week.

In a resignation letter sent to 
House Spea ker M i ke Tu rza i’s 
office on Thursday, Johnson-Har-
rell said she would step down on 
Dec. 13.

Elected just nine months ago, 
Johnson-Harrel l has disputed 
some of the charges. But accord-
ing to Attorney General Josh Sha-
piro, she plans to plead guilty to 
charges that also include perjury 
and other offenses.

“I am choosing to resign to pro-
tect my district, to allow for an 

orderly election for my successor 
and to focus on my defense to 
these allegations,” Johnson-Har-
rell wrote in her resignation letter. 

“I will survive these charges and 
will continue my work to end the 
gun violence in our cities and to 
otherwise care for the people I 
have been fortunate to represent.”

Shapiro’s off ice launched an 
investigation into Johnson-Har-
rell in 2018, before she was an 
elected official.

Johnson-Harrell, a gun violence 
prevention advocate, was elected 
to fill the vacant 190th House Dis-
trict in March, to replace former 
Democratic Rep. Vanessa Lowery 
Brown. Brown resigned in late 
2018, shortly after being elected 
to a new term after she was found 
guilty of bribery.

After Johnson-Harrell resigns, 
Turzai will have 10 days to call 
for a special election to f ill the 
again vacant seat. The election 
cannot take place until 60 days 
later.

Three other special elections 
to replace House lawmakers who 
won local offices in the 2019 elec-
tion also must be scheduled.

Accord i ng to House Pa rl ia-
mentarian Clancy Myer, who first 
started working in the chamber 
in the late 1970s, it w il l be the 
first time in the last four decades 
a district will have two special 
elections in one legislative ses-
sion.

Stephen Caruso is a reporter for 
the Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 
where this story first appeared.
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Johnson-Harrell to resign over criminal charges

Movita Johnson-Harrell, a supervi-
sor for the Victim Witness Services 
unit, speaks with members of the 
media during a news conference in 
Philadelphia.  — AP PHOTO/MATT ROURKE

City’s tax 
abatement 
legislation 
amended
After Mayor Kenney threatens 
veto, Council advances proposal 
to phase out subsidy incrementally 
for residential construction

House to draft articles of impeachment
Speaker of the House 

Nancy Pelosi, D-Ca-
lif., responds force-

fully to a question 
from a reporter who 

asked if she hated 
President Trump, 
after announcing 

earlier that the House 
is moving forward 
to draft articles of 

impeachment against 
Trump, at the Capitol 

in Washington on 
Thursday. 

—AP PHOTO/J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE

A Call for Diversity

Do Democrats really want an all-white 
field in 2020? Cory Booker hopes not.

Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), a Democratic candidate for president, greeting students after speaking at the Criminal Justice 
Forum at Benedict College in Columbia, S.C. — THE NEW YORK TIMES/DEMETRIUS FREEMAN
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