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Ben Finley

HAMPTON, Va. — A family 
t hat t races its bloodline to 
America’s first enslaved Afri-
cans said Friday t hat t heir 
ancestors endured unimag-
inable toi l and hardship — 
but they also helped forge the 
nation.

“Four hundred years ago, our 
family started building Ameri-
ca, can I get an Amen?” Wanda 
Tucker said before a crowd in 
the Tucker Family Cemetery in 
Hampton, Virginia.

“They loved,” she continued. 
“They experienced loss. They 
worked. They created. They 
made a way out of no way, deter-
mined that their labor would 
not be in vain.”

Tucker, a college professor in 
Arizona, spoke at one of several 
events in Virginia this weekend 
that will mark the arrival of 
more than 30 enslaved Africans 
at a spot on the Chesapeake Bay 
in August 1619.

The men and women who 
came from what is now Angola 
arrived on two ships and were 

traded for food and supplies 
from English colonists. The 
landing is considered a pivotal 
moment in American history, 
setting the stage for a system of 
race-based slavery that contin-
ues to haunt the nation.

Many of the first Africans are 
known today by only their first 
names. They included Antony 
and Isabella, who became ser-
vants for a Captain William 
Tucker.

They had a son named Wil-
liam Tucker who many believe 
was the first documented Afri-

can child born in English-occu-
pied North America.

“We’re st i l l here,” Tucker 
shouted in her family’s shaded 
c emeter y,  w h ich i ncluded 
many worn gravestones, as 
well as white crosses where 
g rou nd penet r at i ng r ad a r 
had recently found unmarked 
graves.

The Africans came just 12 
years af ter t he founding of 
Jamestown, England’s first per-
manent colony, and weeks after 
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Descendants of first enslaved Africans 
in America commemorate 1619 arrival

Andre Bradshaw, left, and Eric Jackson stand at an unmarked grave at the Tucker Family Cemetery in Hampton, Va. on Friday. They are 
part of a larger family that traces its roots back to the first enslaved Africans to arrive in what is now Virginia in 1619. — AP PHOTO/BEN FINLEY
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Nine female officers have sued the 
Philadelphia Police Department over 
sexual harassment or discrimination 
since the start of 2018 — that’s roughly 
one lawsuit every other month, court 
records show.

The records illustrate a problem thrust 
into public view Tuesday, when Police 
Commissioner Richard Ross abruptly 
resigned amid allegations he had ignored 
sexual harassment complaints filed by 
a corporal who claimed they’d had an 
affair.

Mayor Jim Kenney blamed Ross’s 
administration for not taking “the nec-
essary actions to address the underlying 
cultural issues that too often negatively 
impact women” as part of reforms he 
ordered last year. But for many women 
on the force, the behavior alleged in 
the lawsuit that led to Ross’ downfall — 
the culture of sexual harassment, gen-
der-based discrimination and retaliation 
for reporting misconduct by male officers 
and supervisors — has gone unpunished 
for far, far longer.

Former Philadelphia Police Officer 
Christa Hayburn said sexism is baked 
into the very marrow of the department.

“It’s been infused since the day the 
department was founded,” Hayburn said. 
“Toxic masculinity. Power … It’s a man’s 
job, it’s generational.”

W hile the lawsuit involv ing Ross 
remains ongoing, settlements for similar 
litigation have cost taxpayers millions 
over the last decade. A WHY Y analy-
sis of court filings and complaints filed 
with the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission found that, since 

Women 
cops often 
harassed, 
files show
Court records reveal Philly 
police department sued 
over civil rights abuses 
almost every other month
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump angri-
ly escalated his trade fight 
with China on Friday, rais-
ing retaliatory tariffs and 
ordering American compa-
nies to consider alternatives 
to doing business there. He 
also blamed Jerome Powell, 
the man he appointed as 
chairman of the Federal 
Reserve, for the state of the 
domestic economy, won-
dering who was a “bigger 
enemy” of the U.S. — Powell 
or Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping.

Even by the turbulent 
standards of the Trump 
presidency, his act ions, 
all done via Twitter, were 
notable, sending markets 
sharply lower and adding 
to a sense of uncertainty on 
the eve of his trip to France 
for a meeting of global eco-
nomic powers.

Tr u m p’s  mo v e  c a me 
after Beijing announced 
Friday morning that it had 
raised taxes on U.S. prod-

uc t s.  He hudd led w it h 
advisers, firing off tweets 
that attacked China and 
the Fed. And he mocking-
ly attributed a drop of 573 
points to the withdrawal 
from the Democratic pres-
idential race of a marginal 
candidate. The Dow Jones 
average eventually closed 
down 623 points.

The president attacked 

the Fed for not lowering 
rates at an informal gath-
ering in Jackson Hole, Wyo-
ming, where no such action 
was under consideration. 
Powell, speaking to central 
bankers, gave vague assur-
ances that the Fed would 
act to sustain the nation’s 
economic expansion, but 
noted that the central bank 
had limited tools to deal 
with damage from the trade 
dispute.

Trump raises tariffs on Chinese 
goods as trade war escalates

President Donald Trump, left, meets with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping during a meeting on the sidelines of the G-20 
summit in Osaka, Japan. — AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH, FILE
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More than 300 former 
athletes accuse former  
Ohio State team doctor of 
sexual assault 
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HAMPTON, Va. — Vir-
ginia Gov. Ralph Northam 
announced Saturday a new 
state commission to review 
educational standards for 
teaching Black history in the 
state, as officials observed 
the arrival of enslaved Afri-
cans to what is now Virginia 
400 years ago.

Northam, who noted “we 
are a state that for too long 
has told a false story of our-
selves,” spoke at the 2019 
African Landing Commem-
orative Ceremony in Hamp-
ton. The event was part of a 
weekend of ceremonies that 
are unfolding in the back-
drop of rising white nation-
alism across the country 
and a lingering scandal 
surrounding Northam and 
a blackface photo.

Northam said he signed a 
directive to create the com-
mission to review instruc-
tional practices, content, 
and resources currently 
used to teach African Amer-
ican history in the state.

“We often fail to draw the 

connecting lines from those 
past events to our present 
day, but to move forward, 
that is what we must do,” 
Northam, a Democrat, said. 
“We know that racism and 
discrimination aren’t locked 
in the past. They weren’t 
solved with the Civil Rights 
Act. They didn’t disappear. 
They merely evolved.”

In February, Northam 
faced intense pressure to 
resign after a racist picture 
surfaced from his 1984 
medical school yearbook 
page. He denied being in 
the picture but admitted 
to wearing blackface as a 
young man while portray-
ing Michael Jackson at a 
dance party in the 1980s.

On Saturday, Northam 
said he has met with people 
around the state over the 
past several months to listen 
to views about inequities 
that still exist, prompting 
him to confront “some pain-
ful truths.”

“Among those truths was 

Va. commission formed 
to review teaching of 
Black history in state
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