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PHILADELPHIA — When 
President Donald Trump 
told the world that “bad 
things happen in Philadel-
phia,” it was, in part, a blunt 
assessment of his party’s 
struggles in the nation’s 
sixth-most populous city.

For decades, Philadelphia 
has been the cornerstone of 
Democratic victories in the 
battleground state — pro-
ducing Democratic margins 
so massive that winning 
statewide has been a long-
shot for most Republican 
presidential candidates.

But it’s a longshot Trump 
pulled off in 2016 and is 
trying to repeat again. His 
debate stage disdain for 
the City of Brotherly Love 
— which quickly inspired 
meme s a nd T-s h i r t s  — 
underscored his campaign’s 
months-long effort to fight 
the blue tide that starts in 
the city.

That fight has involved 
court challenges and state-
house wrangling over mail-
in voting and poll watching, 
efforts Democrats charac-

terize as voter suppression.
And it came as Trump 

openly declared, citing no 
evidence, that the only way 
he can lose Pennsylvania to 
former Vice President Joe 
Biden is through a massive 
fraud engineered by Dem-
ocrats in the city of 1.6 mil-
lion.

But Trump can’t change 
the basic political math in 
the state: one in eight reg-
istered voters live in Phil-
adelphia, a city that keeps 
delivering increasingly large 
Democratic margins, rou-
tinely provides one in five 
votes for Democratic pres-
idential candidates and is 
spurring a leftward drift in 
the heavily populated sub-
urbs around it.

“Tr u mp is r ig ht, ‘bad 
things happen in Philadel-
phia,’ especially for him,” 
Philadelphia’s Democratic 
Party chair, Bob Brady, said. 
“And bad things are going to 
happen for him in Philadel-
phia on Election Day.”

Recent polls show Trump 
and Biden in a competitive 
race in Pennsylvania, or 
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LeBr ia n Brow n sees a n over-
whelming number of homeless and 
formerly incarcerated African Amer-
icans pass through the doors of the 
Broad Street Ministry.

But as the coordinator for the new 
voter registration program at the non-
profit, Brown says he is helping those 
Black Philadelphians and others cast 
their ballots in the upcoming election 
to have their voices heard.

“I feel real empowered. I feel like 
I’m giving my people the opportunity 
to speak up, speak out, get their voices 
heard and get involved,” Brown said.

Friday was the f inal day Broad 
Street Ministry was operating its 
voter registration program to sign 

up would-be voters. (The final day 
to register to vote in the state is 
Monday.)

As Brown was speaking on the 
ground floor of the Center City non-
profit, employees and volunteers 
were preparing other services pro-
vided there, including free lunch kits, 
before the doors opened.

When they did, dozens of individu-
als, many of whom are experiencing 
homelessness and food insecurity, 
stepped into the building and out of 
the rain.

Since launching around the start 
of September, the voter registration 
program at Broad Street Ministry 
has signed up 182 individuals, who 
had an average age of 57.5. The pro-
gram also has gotten 75 individuals 
to complete the U.S. census.

The voter registration program 
complements the mail service pro-
gram offered at Broad Street Ministry, 
which provides a mailing address for 
individuals experiencing homeless-
ness.

A mailing address is required in 
the state in order to register to vote, 
as well as to obtain a state identifi-
cation and birth certificate, among 
other things.

Upwards of 10,000 individuals are 
registered to use the mail service, 
which operates five days a week. Last 
year, the organization processed 
more than 167,000 pieces of mail.

Around noon, Michael Harper, 
61, stepped up to the voter registra-
tion desk inside the nonprofit. While 
speaking behind a plastic partition, 

Ministry gives political 
voice to the homeless

Michael Harper, left, inquires about his voter registration status at Broad Street Ministry on Friday. Helping to run a voter 
registration program there are Christine “Chrissy” Ross, center, and Brian Hughes. — TRIBUNE PHOTO/MICHAEL D’ONOFRIO
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A local alliance is calling 
on Gov. Tom Wolf to provide 
direct funding for barber-
shops and hair salons across 
Pennsylvania that are strug-
gling because of the corona-
virus pandemic.

The push comes as mem-
bers of the Pennsylvania 
Senate Democrats Caucus 
unveiled a plan on Friday to 
spend $1.3 billion in money 
remaining from the .

The proposal includes $575 
million for business assis-
tance, and approximately 
$50 million of that funding 
would be targeted toward 
barbershops, salons and the 
personal care industry.

Natalie McNeill, a salon 
owner and member of the 
PA Professional Image Alli-

ance, said the organization 
was hopeful that state offi-
cials could carve out fund-
ing for their industry, which 
was adversely impacted 
financially by the pandemic.

“There is no industry that 
doesn’t deserve it, but we’ll 
still keep fighting to try to 
get money specifically for 
us,” she said.

“We’re going to keep fight-
ing and keep pushing to get 
the help that we definitely 
need and we deserve.”

McNeill said Black- and 
Latino-owned barbershops 
and hair salons represent a 
big part of those businesses 
in the state’s urban areas.

“We’re t r y i ng to have 
thriving communities and 
that is why we are trying to 
help all that we can,” she 
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A quarter-century ago, Jerome Dorn 
experienced an awakening that still 
stirs him emotionally. Dorn and 41 
men from the Greater Germantown 
Turn It Over Recovery Group boldly 
walked 152 miles from Independence 
Mall to the National Mall in Washing-
ton, D.C., to attend the Million Man 
March.

Friday was the silver anniversary of 
the event. For Dorn, it was a day when 
a contingent of Black men from across 
the country gathered in the nation’s 
capital exhibiting solidarity, love and 
respect for each other. It created a 
beautiful memory that means a lot.

“This was something that I will 
never forget,” said Dorn, who now runs 
a thriving photography enterprise in 
Atlanta. “To be a part of something 
as monumental as the Million Man 
March is something that stays with 
you forever.”

A former special operations soldier 
in the U.S. Army, Dorn came up with 
the idea of walking to the event. Then 
he heard something about Boy Scouts 

wanting to walk to D.C., but that never 
materialized. He was prepared to do 
it alone but someone told him about 
Greater Germantown Turn It Over 
Recovery Group. The organization, 
which is no longer around, helped 

people recover from drug addiction. 
Back then, a scourge of cocaine and 
crack plagued the country and espe-
cially Philadelphia.
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Million Man March a beautiful memory
‘I will never forget,’ says leader of group that walked to Washington 

Jerome Dorn and 41 men marched from Philadelphia’s Independence Mall to 
the National Mall in Washington, D.C., to attend the Million Man March in 1995. 

— PHOTO COURTESY OF JEROME DORN

Philadelphia 
voting looms 
large for Trump 

Philadelphia resident Dexter Ayres outside his contracting 
job site in West Philadelphia. — AP PHOTO/MATT SLOCUM


