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‘Annual All White Party 
by the Sea’ sets sail

Lewis Lloyd, one of Philadelphia’s most celebrated basket-
ball players, died on Friday. He was 60. — TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Entrepreneurs network during scholarship reception, book launch
Nathaniel Lee

TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

Entrepreneurs and aspiring busi-
ness owners enjoyed a time of social-
izing and networking during the first 
Reach Up Foundation Scholarship 
Reception and Book Launch hosted 
by Rashon M. Howard at the Com-
munity Partnership School, 3033 W. 
Glenwood Avenue in North Philadel-
phia.

The elegantly attired attendees 
came from all over the city and beyond 
to support the effort hosted by Son’ya 
Jones, host of PhillyHottRadio.com’s 
Sony Show.

“The event was hosted to kick off an 
initiative which the foundation has to 
raise $30,000 over the next 12 months 
for at-risk, underserved young adults 
ages 17-23 years,” said Howard.

“We are going to give six of them a 
scholarship of $5,000 a piece to either 
go to school or start their own busi-
nesses.”

The idea was raised during a Reach 
Up Foundation meeting some eight 
months ago but Howard said it was 
important that the fundraiser be held 
at the school because of its mission so 
it waited until the foundation was able 
to be held at that location.

“We really wanted it to be held at 
the Community Partnership School, 
which is a brand-new school which 
opened in February, because they, too, 
live by the mission of lifting the curse 
of mediocrity and they help students 
K-5 get the education they need,” he 
said. “We really wanted to host our 
scholarship in that atmosphere.”

Confirmation to host the event 
wasn’t given by the school’s officials 

until April but Howard said they were 
more than willing to wait.

“We really had to come together 
quickly because I didn’t want to go to 
another venue, we didn’t want to go to 
another venue, because of what that 
school stands for,” he said.

The wait proved worth it.
The corridors of the school were 

filled with young professionals, ven-
dors and networkers greeting one 
another and trading business cards 
and enjoying hors d’oeuvres as they 
exchanged pleasantries.

Sean Hand, a blogger, networker 
and public speaker, was the keynote 
speaker during the event and said he 
and Howard had been friends since 
their days at LaSalle University.

“Entrepreneurs getting to know one 
another and spending time with each 
other is incredibly powerful,” said Hand.

Author and entrepreneur Rashon M. Howard shares insights 
during a scholarship and book launch event at the Commu-
nity Partnership School in North Philadelphia. 

— TRIBUNE PHOTO BY NATHANIEL LEE
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The Medical Examiner’s 
Office has ruled the death 
of former Overbrook High 
School, Drake University 
and NBA standout Lewis 
“Black Magic” Lloyd was 
drug related.

James Garrow, spokes-
man for the Philadelphia 
D e p a r t ment  of  P u bl ic 

Health, confirmed Tues-
day that the MEO ruled 
that Lloyd’s death at the 
age of 60 last Friday “was 
accidental and was caused 
by drug intoxication.”Fu-
nera l detai ls for Lloyd, 
one of the city’s most cel-
ebrated basketball play-
ers, have been released. 
S er v ic e s w i l l  b e g i n at 

Coroner cites ‘drug 
intoxication’ in 
Lewis Lloyd’s death

Northwest Calendar, 2A

Chantale Belefanti
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About 70 protesters gathered along 
Wissahickon and Roberts avenues 
recently to rally against SEPTA’s pro-
posed natural gas plant in the Nice-
town neighborhood.

“What do we want? Clean air,” they 
chanted. “When do we want it? Now!”

Cheryl Edwards has lived in the 
Nicetown area since 1983 and attend-
ed the protest, which was organized 
by Neighbors Against Gas Plants and 
State Rep. Rosita C. Youngblood’s 
office. The rally occurred in front of 
the proposed plant site.

“I’ve been living in this community 
for over 30 years and we have a lot of 
elder people living in this area and a 
school up the street and they want to 
build a gas plant,” she said.

SEPTA plans to build the natural 
gas plant on its Midvale Bus Facili-
ty site. Across the street is the Philly 
Salvation Army Kroc Center, which 
caters to 7,000 active members and 
up to 4,000 walk-ins a month. The 
Wissahickon Charter School’s Fern-
hill Campus is also adjacent to the 
proposed location.

SEPTA officials were unavailable to 
comment.

“The reason we’re here today is 
because this is environmental racism. 
Nicetown is predominately Black res-
idents,” said Darisha Parker, spokes-
person for Youngblood. “The power 
plant would not reside in Chestnut 
Hill, Society Hill, Rittenhouse Square 
or East or West Mount Airy. We’re gath-
ered here this evening to send a mes-
sage to L&I [the Department of Licens-
es and Inspections] to say no to SEPTA 
power plant.”

Eighty-five percent of the planning 
and approval for the plant is complete.

Ten-thousand people live within a 
one-mile radius of the proposed plant 
and over 2,500 children and infants 

may be affected by health issues, 
according to its opponents.

“We’re expecting a verdict from the 
L&I review board about our appeals 
case that went on for 18 months and 
it’s going to happen sometime in July,” 
said Lynn Robinson, organizer of the 

protest and member of Neighbors 
Against Gas Plants.

“We want L&I to know that we are 
still involved and care very much. The 
problem is the air pollution that will 
come out of the plant. This area is the 
most humid and the most polluted.”

Nicetown neighbors 
rally against gas plant

Protesters rally against SEPTA’s proposed natural gas plant in the Nicetown neighborhood. — TRIBUNE PHOTOS BY CHANTALE BELEFANTI

Two protesters hold up signs against SEPTA’s proposed natural gas plant in Nice-
town.
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Part of the just-passed 
P e n n s y l v a n i a  b u d g e t 
i nc lude s a s ig n i f ic a nt 
increase in funding for 
affordable housing aimed 
at helping low-income res-
idents statewide.

The budget raises the 
cap on the Pennsylvania 
Housing Affordability and 
Rehabilitation Enhance-
ment Fund (PHARE) by 
$15 million, bringing the 
annual total to $40 million 
in funds targeted for the 
creation, rehabilitation and 
support of affordable hous-
ing throughout the state.

“I was very pleased that 
our affordable housing plan 
passed, and let me tell you 
what that means,” said state 
Sen. Art Haywood (D-Phil-
adelphia/Montgomery), the 
primary sponsor of the bill 
that increased the funds for 
PHARE.

“That means new con-
struction of housing. That 
means home-ownership 
opportunities. That means 
fixing up homes that are in 
need of repair. That means 
giving housing counseling 
so that people can avoid 
foreclosure.

“This is a tremendous vic-
tory and something that we 

have been fighting for for a 
number of years,” he said.

PHARE, which was estab-
lished in 2010, receives 
money from three sourc-
es: the Realty Transfer Tax, 
Marcellus shale impact fees 
and the National Housing 
Trust Fund.

It provides resources for 
projects including afford-
able housing development 
and rehabilitation, rent 
assistance, energy assis-
tance and weatherization 
improvements to homes, 
senior housing renova-
tions and blight removal. 
The fund previously was 
capped at $25 million.

Funds are administered 
through the Pennsylvania 
Housing Finance Agency.

Pennsylvania ups 
funding for 
low-income housing

Art Haywood
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