
Thursday, July 18, 2019 | www.phillytrib.com | $1.25

Don’t miss a single issue of The Philadelphia Tribune. Subscribe by calling (215) 893-4611.

Vol. 30, No. 29

NORTHWEST PHILADELPHIA  
METRO EDITION

VOICE OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Tribune1884-2019

SEE PAGE 1B

Farewell to  
a Legend

Northwest Calendar, 2A

AG argues 
state must 
improve on 
gun crimes

John N. Mitchell
TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Attorney General Josh Shapiro on 
Thursday announced a program aimed 
at tracking guns involved in criminal 
investigations to their original seller.

By coalescing state and local author-
ities — something that Shapiro’s office 
continues to place an emphasis on — 
and using a data-driven approach, the 
goal of the “Track and Trace Initiative” 
is to “strategically” shut down pipelines 
for illegal guns.

“Gun violence is killing 1,500 Penn-
sylvanians on average each year. It 
touches all of us — from daily shoot-
ings in our cities and towns, to rising 
suicides in our communities,” Shapiro 
said during a press conference in Erie.

Already this year, the city of Phila-
delphia has recorded 172 homicides 
— 3% more than the number recorded 
at the same time last year, according to 
crime data from the Philadelphia Police 
Department. The city’s homicide rate 
reached a 10-year high in 2018.

Track and Trace seeks to assign more 
accountability to law enforcement agen-
cies, gun retailers, consumers and gun 
owners.

For example, state law requires law 
enforcement agencies to identif y a 
crime gun’s source through tracing 
information from the ATF. However, 
Shapiro said, guns often used in crimes 
are not effectively submitted to shared 
law enforcement databases; only about 
433 of the state’s 1,100 use the database, 
and only 63 allow other departments to 
see what they submit to the system.

“Because this information is not 
shared, we actually have no idea how 
many crime guns were recovered in 
Pennsylvania last year, and that makes 
us all less safe,” Shapiro said.

The AG’s office will create a “Track 
and Trace Working Group” to work with 
state and local law enforcement officials 
to make sure they are sharing crime gun 
information.

The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Josh Shapiro’s office launches 
effort to improve firearms 
databases so law enforcement 
officials can better track guns
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W h e n  A n e e s a h  S m i t h 
founded The Kupcake Bar, 
she noticed there wasn’t a lot 
of collaboration among small 
business owners in the food 
industry.

“Running The Kupcake Bar 
taught me lot but also showed 
me where the discrepancies 
were in support for small busi-
ness owners mainly in the food 
industry,” said Smith, whose 
mobile business specializes in 
alcohol-infused cupcakes.

“People in the industry were 
kind of marching to their own 
beat and the advocate in me 
said, ‘What happens if we all 
combine our resources?’”

She a l s o not ic e d Bl ac k 
bakers and chefs weren’t get-
ting into some of the larger 
food expos.

What that in mind, Smith 
hosted her first Black Food and 
Dessert Expo in November 
2017. She started out with just 
eight chefs and bakers, and 
sold 75 tickets. This weekend, 

she will host her eighth expo, 
and it will feature four retail 
merchants and 29 Black bakers 
and chefs.

“When I first started, this 
was just an idea to bring us all 
together and have an event and 
it’s so much more than just an 
event now,” Smith said. “It is a 
brand, a network and a move-
ment in which we support each 
other and the expo is just a cel-
ebration. I’m just so glad that it 
has evolved and will continue 
to grow.”

Lynette Smith, owner of Nutz 
About Popcorn, looks forward 
to showing off her gourmet 
popcorn during the upcoming 
expo.

“To have everyone come to 
you be able to taste your prod-
uct — it sort of opens the doors 
to a broader audience,” she 
said. “I enjoy participating in 
events like this because then I 
get to sell my product and open 
people’s minds who didn’t even 
know that a Black woman owns 
something like this.”

‘We support each other’

Culinary showcase for small 
businesses comes to Greater 
Philadelphia Expo Center

Aneesah Smith

The Black Food and Dessert Expo is a culinary showcase of chefs and bakers.—SUBMITTED PHOTO
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The Delco Cruisers and Media 
Business Authority hosted the 
12t h A n nua l Dow ntow n Ca r 
Show in Media on Sunday, show-
casing over 300 cars from the Tri-
State area.

“This is a great communit y 
event that helps the Media Busi-
ness Authority and helps us. We 
donate to mil itar y veterans,” 
said Tom Manning President of 
the Delco Cruisers. “We have 
150 regulars not only in our car 
club but other car club members 
who attend our event. We have 

unusual stuff that pulls in. A car 
just pulled in that had a drag 
boat behind in it and we have a 
Jaguar XKE that has a small black 
Chevy in it. These guys are put-
ting stuff in everything. It’s great 
to see the ingenuity.”

The car show included antique 
cars such as a 1940 Packard 110, 
1931 Ford Model A, and a 1923 
Cadillac Touring.

Lin Corsey attended this year’s 
event and showcased his 1987 
Buick Grand National for the first 
time.

“They only made 20,000 Buick 
Grand National’s and in 1987 it 
was the fastest American pro-

duction car in the United States,” 
he said. “It’s a V6 motor but it has 
a turbo to it. I’m the fourth owner 
of this car. I rebuilt this car over 
a year ago. This car went from 
Georgia, South Carolina, and 
North Jersey.”

Corsey’s Buick Grand Nation-
al has the original steel GN Rims 
and Eagle Tires which are stored 
in his garage.

“The Media car show is a great 
place to see people’s idea on dif-
ferent cars, show your car and 
enjoy yourself. Each car has its 
own design,” said Kevin Frazier 

‘GREAT TO SEE INGENUITY’

Car lovers show off their 
rides at 12th annual car show

Living the Dream Car club members showcased their vehicles. 
— TRIBUNE PHOTO CHANTALE BELEFANTI
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