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September 21, 2018
Dear membersof City Council and the City:

We arewriting now to appeal to the heart of every member of City Council. Honoring former Mayor W.
Wilson Goode, I’m sure looks harmless on the surface. Nevertheless, aswe hear criesfrom pain felt by
many who cannot separ ate the honoring one as dishonoring thelives of others, lives lost mind you under
the Goode administration. The people’s outrage is justifiable, creditable, legitimate and rational.

Certainly, theformer Mayor has been honored numerous times since serving as Mayor and each
ceremony to my knowledge, went without protest. Why thistime? Why now? Because once the for mer
Mayor islifted by the City he once governed, it devaluesthe lives of those lost under the government he
served over. The membersof MOVE that died that horrible day in such ainhumane fashion wer e citizens
of our city and member s of the human family. Thereisno way to disassociate a chief executive officer of
the city from hisappointees nor their actions. The Mayor isthe face of their administration and
unfortunately bear the weight of the actions of that administration. Celebrating the former Mayor at the
city level celebratesthe scope of histenure and the administration he shaped. Failureto pull this
legislation compoundsthe problem, further opensthe wound and takesfrom those that died, their worth.

Our appeal isacall for legisation that will reverse what has happened, like civil rights gainsrolled back.
Thiswill take great courageto right awrong. Our stand isnot against Wilson Goode but a strong stand
for John Africa and the MOVE family who are not hereto stand for themselves.

“The repayment for our labor is equity and justice for all, so we stand against all forms of injustice.”



Sincerely
Rodney Muhammad President
NAACP Philadelphia
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