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LAW OFFICE OF
JEFFREY D. STANTON
A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION TELEFHONE
(574) 722-2535
JEFFREY D. STANTON 2168 FOURTH STREET FACSIMILE
jstantan@falfreystenton.com LOGANSPORT, INDIANA 46947 (574} 722-9026
January 30, 2018

Via Facsimile & Email
(317) 233-3091
KrCundiff@opac.IN.gov

Public Access Counselor

Luke H. Britt

Indiana Government Center South
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W470
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2745

RE: Cass County Commissioners Verified Answer to Formal Complaint 18-FC-4
Dear Mr. Britt:

Enclosed please find the Cass County Commissioners Verified Answer to Formal
Complaint 18-FC-4 along with several attachments/exhibits. Should you have any questions
please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you.

Very truly yours,
Je&ﬁ)ganmn

JDS/jmh
Enclosures
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OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC ACCESS COUNSELOR
RESPONSE TO FORMAL COMPLANT

CASS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
VERIFIED ANSWER TO FORMAL COMPLANT 18-FC-4

This document is intended to serve as the Cass County Commissioner’s Response to
Complaint 18-FC-4 submitted by Elizabeth A. Thomas, Ms. Thomas asserts that she was not
permitted fo record a public meeting because the County has a policy in place regulating the use
of cell phones in the Courthouse/Government Center.

Cass County does not prohibit individuals from recording public meetings and is
compliant with I.C. § 5-14-1.5-3(a) which requires that “all meetings of the governing bodies of
public agencies must be open at all times for the purpose of permitting members of the public to
observe and record them”. The County permits the use of audio and visual recording devices if
an individual choses to record a public meeting.

The complainant asserts an “open door” violation due to the County Commissioners “not
allowing recordings of meetings™. Although it is not clear from her complaint that the
complainant even attempted to record a public meeting, the meeting dates on which she asserts a
violation occurred were December 4, 2017, and December 18, 2017. The dates of the meetings
that the complainant asserts that a violation occurred were recérded by a citizen or citizens who
were in attendance at the meeting. The video recordings were down loaded to You Tube for
viewing by the general public. In fact, the past several Commissioner Meetings have been
recorded by citizens by both audible recording devices and by video/visual recording devices.
The citizens recording the meetings have even constructed “tri-pod” stands to place their
recording device(s) upon to assist in the recording. There have also been meetings where

individuals have placed a tape recording device on a table near the front of the room to enable a
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better recording. The County does not impede and has not impeded individuals from bringing
recording devices to record public meetings, specifically County Commissioner meetings.

In March of 2017 the County passed an Ordinance regulating the use of cellular
telephones in the Cass County Government Building/Courthouse. In fact, several counties in the
State of Indiana have similar policies prohibiting cell phones in Courthouses or Government
Centers including St. Joseph County, Steuben County, LaGrange County, and LaPorte County to
name just a few. (See attached).

The text of the Cass County Ordinance reads as follows:

CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ORDINACE NO. 2017-01

ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF
CELLULAR TELEPHONES/TABLETS IN THE
CASS COUNTY GOVERNMENT BUILDING

WHEREAS, the Cass County Commissioners periodically implement policies and
procedures regarding the use of the County Government Center by the citizens of
Cass County and others; and

WHEREAS, technology has advanced to the point that nearly everyone possesses
and uses a cellular telephone; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that county employees be able to carry on their .
responsibilities without unnecessary disruption often caused by the use of cellular
telephones; and, finally,

WHEREAS, the Commissioners implement the following Ordinance to facilitate a
safe and efficient means of the use of cellular telephones in the County
Government Center provide as follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS:

In order to facilitate Court and County office procedures without interruption,
reduce noise levels in the corridors and any unnecessary intimidation of County
employees, we hereby prohibit cellular telephones/tablets from the Cass County
Government Building. All cellular telephones/tablets brought into the building on
or after April 1, 2017, will be confiscated at the security desk and held until the
owner departs the building. Anyone seeking to use the phone/tablet in court or for
another purpose related to county business must obtain writfen permission from
that Court or County Officer. Court gfficers (including attorneys and law
enforcement personnel) and County employees are exempt so long as they are in
compliance with their individual department’s cell phone regulations, if
applicable. The Cass County Commissioners hereby adopt this Ordinance
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. approving the prohibition of cellular telephones/tablets from the Cass County
Government Building. (A copy of the Ordinance is attached).

As stated in the Cass County Ordinance, and in the texts of other counties’ cell phone
policies, such policy regulating cell phone use in Courthouses was necessary to among others:
I. Protect the privacy and safety of citizens and other persons utilizing the

County Courthouse/Government Center;

2. Avoid disruptions in the County’s three (3) Courts and various County
offices;

3. Reduce noise inside County offices;

4, Promote efficient service of its citizens; and

5. Prevent the intimidation of County employees.

Prior to the Ordinance’s passing, it was a common occurrence for Court staff, Judges,
County employees and security to intervene when a person’s cell phone conversation was
interrupting employees work, intimidating county employees or preventing the efficient
assistance of citizens because citizens were using cell phones rather than conducting county
business.

Cell phone users were also often interfering Wwith efficiency and safety in the court room.
Cell phones have been used to take photos of witnesses in criminal proceedings. Cass County has
three (3) courts with three (3) separate entrances on two (2) different floors of the Courthouse.
The Complainant suggests that the county station security outside each Court room. This begs the
question of the effect of the use of cell phones in other offices of the County Govemnment Center
and would require the County to hire three (3) times the number of security staff to monitor each

Court entrance. Security currently maintains a station at the entrance of the Courthouse Building.
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It is significant that all County Offices and Courts, but Probation and the Health
Department, are maintained in the Courthouse/Government Center. The Commissioners’ Hearing
Room is on the 2™ floor of the Cass County Courthouse.

The Cass County Ordinance does allow its patrons to utilize cell phones in the
Government Center if it is necessary for County business by simply obtaining written permission
from the Court or County office v;zhen the use of the cell phone is necessary. None of the three
(3) Commissioners, the Secretary to the Commissioners or the County Attomey have been
approached by the complainant requesting that she be permitted to use her cell phone as a
recording device. Likewise, our County Government Security Superintendent, Phillip E. Loase,

confirms that no one requested to use their cell phone to record the Commissioner’s meetings on

December 4. 2017. or December 18, 2017, or for that matter any meeting of the Commissioners

in December of 2017 or January of 2018, (See attached Affidavit),

The policy requires written permission from the Court and/or County offices because
security personnel have been deceived or outright lied to by persons when they relay that their
cell phone is necessary for county business when it is in fact not the case.

Regardless, the County when implementing its policy made efforts to follow the Indiana
Open Door Law and the Public Access Counselor opinions. The County Attorney reviewed the
Open Door Statutes and handbook provision(s) specifically set forth on page eleven (11) which
provides: “a person has the right under the ODL to be present at a public meeting, other than an
executive session, and to record the meeting by videotape, shorthand, or any other method of
recording, subject to reasonable restrictions as to equipment and use that may be imposed by the
governing body. Rules and regulations prohibiting the use of cameras, tape recorders or other

recognized means of recording a meeting are void”.
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The County allows recordings of meetings by tape recorder, video recorder and other
recording devices. The County’s Cell Phone Ordinance is a reasonable restriction as to
equipment and use that may be imposed by a governing body. A person may utilize a cell phone
as a recording device (if in fact the device allows it) by simply complying with the reasonable
request set forth in the Ordinance of obtaining written permission prior to the meeting from a
County Officer, such as a Commissioner or the Auditor.

Tt is essential that safety, efficiency and productivity is balanced with our State’s Public
Access Laws. Cass County Ordinance 2017-01 accomplishes this. County meetings may be
recorded by those in attendance and in fact, many meetings have been recorded. Nothing
preciudes those in attendance from recording meetings by audio and visual recording devices.
Cass County’s cell phone policy also does not preclude those in attendance from recording a

meeting, so long as reasonable protocol is followed.

1 swear and affirm under the penalties for perjury that the foregoing representations are

true and correct.

JEFFREYW. STANTON, LD. #16204-55

216 Fourth Street

Logansport, IN 46947

574-722-2535

Attorney for Cass County Board of Commissioners
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Lawyers, litigants, or spectators shall not enter the courtroom with food or
beverages. Fresh water is supplied daily and is available to lawyers and
litigants at counsel tables.

Lawyers, litigants, or any other person in the courtroom shall not talk to
the court reporter during the hearings in which they are not participating.

. Lawyers, litigants, or any other person shall not chew gum or tobacco in

the courthouse.

102.3 Appearance and Dress. Every person who enters a courthouse in

St. Joseph County should be appropriately dressed. Lawyers should appear for

~ court proceedings in professional attire; litigants, witnesses and spectators
should appear in appropriate attire. Examples of clothing that is inappropriate
and is prohibited from being worn during court proceedings includes, but is not
limited to:

Moo hwneE

Hats or caps; _

Outer garments such as topcoais, overcoats, jackets, or overshoes;
Clothing that exposes the midriff;

Shorts of any kind;

Sleeveless shirts (i.e. “muscle shirts” and “tank tops™);

Shower shoes (i.e. rubber “flip-flops”);

Suggestive or otherwise inappropriate clothing (i.e. poorly fitting, slovenly,
or uncleanly).

102.4 Prohibited Items. To insure compliance with state law and to

promote public safety, the following rules apply to the presence or use of specific
items in and around the courthouse complexes within St. Joseph County:

102.4.1 Weapons. No attorney, litigant, witness, or spectator may
possess firearms, knives, or other deadly weapons while in or around the
courthouse complexes within St. Joseph County without the prior written
authorization of the Judge of the Circuit Court or Probate Court or the
Chief Judge of the Superior Court. However, a law enforcement officer who
is not a litigant in a pending matter and who is appearing as a witness may
retain possession of their issued firearm while in the courthouse so long as
he or she advises, and receives the permission of, the supervisor of the
courthouse security detail upon entering the courthouse complex or has
prior authorization from a Judge of one of the Courts.

102.4.2 Cameras, Telephones, and Other Items. Unless
otherwise allowed by this Rule, and to protect the interest of privacy, safety

September 12, 2017 Page 3 Effective January 1, 2018
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and justice, cellular telephones, smart phones and personal digital
assistants (PDA's) are not permitted in the court houses within St. Joseph
County. To avoid disruption during court proceedings, the following items
are prohibited in the courtrooms and the areas in or around the
courtrooms during hearings or trials:
1. Cameras, video cameras, or any devices capable of audic and/or
visual recording;
2. If allowed inside the court houses by these Rules or by order of court,
a Personal Digital Assistant, electronic book, telephone, beeper, or
similar electronic device capable of making an audible noise shall
be disabled or switched to vibrate mode prior to entering a
couriroom;
3. Newspapers or other periodicals unrelated to the business of the
Court; and
4. Other items that may be disruptive to the court proceedings.
102.4.3 Photographs. The taking of photographs, sound
recording (except by official court reporters in the performance of their
duties), broadcasting by radio, television, telephone, or any other means, in
connection with any judicial proceeding in the environs of the court houses
within St. Joseph County is prohibited; provided, however, that incidental
to investiture, ceremonial, training, marital, adoption or other non-judicial
proceeding, a judge may permit the taking of photographs, broadcasting,
televising or recording. A judge, by specific order, may allow the use of
cameras or audio/visual recording equipment in his or her courtroom in an
individual case so long as authorized by the Supreme Court of Indiana.
102.4.4 Limitations on the Use of Personal Digital
Assistants (PDAs) and other electronic devices. To facilitate
governmental efficiency and client service, the general public may bring
personal digital assistants (PDAs), cellular telephones or similar electronic
devices (hereinafter “electronic devices”) into the portion of the St, Joseph
County Courthouse complex that contains county and city governmental
offices, which is located at 227 W. Jefferson Boulevard, in South Bend,
Indiana. To enhance court security and the personal safety of litigants and
court personnel, the general public is prohibited from bringing these
electronic devices into the remainder of the St. Joseph County Courthouse
complex (the portions of the Courthouse complex located at 101 South
Main Street and 112 South Lafayette Street, South Bend, Indiana) as well as
the Courthouse complexes located at 1000 S. Michigan Street, South Bend,

September 12, 2017 Page 4 Effective January 1, 2018
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than the first pre-~trial conference.
B. When the Court sets a final pre-trial conference date plea

negotiations terminate on that date.

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES
LR76-AR-1 Scope
A. Pursuant to Ind. Trial Rule 81, the Steuben Circuit Court and
the Steuben Superior Court (Court) do hereby adopt the following Local
Administrative Rules, repealing any Local Administrative Rules

heretofore promulgated by the Court.

LR76-aR-2 Citation

A. These Local Administrative Rules shall be cited as L. Admn.
R. followed by the rule number.

LR76-AR-3 Cell Phones/Cameras

A. No cell phones, cameras or recording devices of any nature
whatsoever will be permitted into the Courthouse.

B. All such devices will be confiscated by security personnel at
the front door of the Courthouse, and promptly returned to the owner
upon his/her departure from the Courthouse.

C. Courthouse employees, law enforcement personnel and members
of the Indiana Bar who are identified as such are exempt from the

provisions of this Local Administrative Rule.

LR76-AR1-4 Caseload Allocation Plan
A, Criminal, Infraction and Ordinance Violation Cases

Criminal cases shall be filed pursuant to LR76-CRZ2.2~1. All

~-26-
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LR44-TR 00-8 Dress and Conduct

A, Lawyers and litigants shall be appropriately attired during all
court appearances,

B. Lawyers, litigants, and spectators shall at all times speak and behave in such a
manner as to respect the dignity and authority of the Courts, Judges, and all judicial
personnel,

C. No person shall bring food or beverage into any courtroom without the prior

approval of the judge of that court.

D. No cell phones, pagers or any other personal electronic devices shall be
allowed to be brought into the Cowrthouse during regular business hours. This
prohibition shall not apply to attorneys, county employees, or individuals
exempted from this restriction by express consent of the Judge.

LR44-AR1-9 Caseload Allocation Plan

A. Criminal, Infraction and Ordinance Violation Cases
Criminal cases shall be filed pursuant to LR44-CR2.2-10. All infraction and ordinance violation
cases shall be assigned to the Superior Court.

B. Probate and Related Cases
Estate, Guardianship, and Trust cases shall be assigned to the LaGrange Circuit Court. Adoption
cases shall be equally divided between the LaGrange Circuit and Superior Courts,

C. Juvenile Cases
All juvenile cases including paternity cases shall be assigned to the LaGrange Circuit Court.

D. Small Claims Cases

All small claims cases shall be assigned to the LaGrange Superior Court.

E. Reciprocal Support Cases

All reciprocal support cases shall be assigned to the LaGrange Circuit Court.

F. All Other Civil Case Types

Cases other than those mentioned in the preceding paragraphs may be filed in either Circuit Court
or Superior Court, at the discretion of the filing party. However, nothing in this rule shall prohibit
ajudge ofsaid Court from transferring a case from that Court to the other as allowed by statute,
or rule of trial procedure, or to ensure an even distribution of judicial workload between the
courts of record in the county.

G. Sitting as Judge
A Judge of a Court in LaGrange County may sit as Judge of ail other Courts in LaGrange County
in any manner, as if the elected Judge of that Court, with the consent of the Judge of that Court,

H. Re-filed Cases

Except when a change of venue is necessary, whenever a case is dismissed by action of the
originating party, the case, if re-filed, must be assigned to the same court that recefved the
original case,
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PHROSECUTING ATTORHEY

IDOG

Superlor Court 1

The Cout! tetains all oiginal Mings. As well as ihe original and onhe copy of all ardefs. Envelopes must be provided for return caples and +
f“'{,""" cnp‘lfs unless the submitiing parly Is aflacting service, Service by the Sherifl's Office, requires three (3} ndditlenat coplee of evar
o be served,

Fillings, Proposed Orders, Briels and Memorandums of Law shauld be submilted 1o the Courl hy filing a hard copy or by e-mailing lhe Cg
Administratar, Jitl Krachinski al  frachinskli@apottetouniy.ong

If the Judge's signature is required on any submission, pleasa fiag all pages requiring a signature (except the CC)

If a hearing is re<1uirsd o requesled, you must conlact the Courl for available dales and fimes. Then you can coordinate the hearing with
oppasing counsal.

Paricipation In sny courl proceading May bo dene lataphonleally only with prior approval by the Court.

It a court flling schadules or cancels a hearing date, ihe CCS should reflact the hearing dateftime or that the hearing was vacaled. (Far &
a Fina) Decrea that negates a final heasding dale; a Selllerment agresment, elc.)

All exhibits must ba shown to opposing counsefparties prior to the start of a headngiitial, If mare Ihan ten (10} exhibils are lo be submilte
hearingitrial, an Exhibit List is to be filed with the Court and opposlng counsei prior to the hearingfirial.

"Hallway” hearlnyis such as Rule to Show Cause and Pmcaadlngﬁ Su]:g:[ememal not requiring cour lime must be documanted Lhe day of
hearing (appearances, dispasitions, sic,), othar paparwork may bo filed at a later date.

A Motion o Gontinue Is required for any hearing being removed from the Court’s calendar that has nol setfled or reachad an agreemeni.
shoutd ba noted on the Mollon whathar or not npposifiy counsel/partles agree fo tha continuance,

CRIMINAL

Criminal coses are heard on Thursday momings from B:30 AM until 12:00 &M,

Initlal heatings for defendants in custody will be held on Tuesdays al 8:30 a.m., by way of video conferencing. Inilial hearings for dafenda
In custody typleaily will take place on Thursdays duting the regulary scheduled Crimingl Call.

For guestfons on criminai makier Including scheduling please contact e Baillff, Angela Pearce al axlension 219-874-5611 exl; 7711 or
preferably by e-mail 4l peegice@laportacounly.om

Adding/Continuing a cage for Thursday Criminal Call, Counsel should contact tha Bailiff for the next avallable dale and submit 8 minuta &
fater than noon on the preceding Tuesday, The minute sheel must raflact that opposing counsel has been contacted and doas not object
case balng continusd, If an addition/continuance is requested after nogn an Tuasday, 8 Molion must be Hled and approved by the Count. .
proposatt form ol order must indicata that opposing counsel has been contacted and doas nol object,

Allornay Mallboxes are encouraged to be checked ptiot (o alminal call for perfinant filings,

Bond Reduclion Requaests musl be made in opan courl or by @ Matlon, I a written Molion s filed, & copy of the Mollon must be included
Probalion Depatiment, A minimum of 2 weeks is required for completlon of the Investigation. Typleally, a bond invesligotion needs lo be
complated prier to a reduction/adjusiment will be granted.

Transport Orders eve the responsibliity of the Defendant's sltornay o provide, I needed.
Only the Court can walve the appearance of a defendant lor & schedulaed courl hearing.

On raquest of the Court, a defendant seeking a Public Defender must complete this fgrm.

FAMILY LAW

A Pro-Trial Statement of Facls & Issues must be fited with the Gourt and appusing counseliparty one wesk pitor la final dissolution of ma
tiearings, This form must be filled out complataly with supporting documenls attached.

If tha Judge's signalure 13 required on any submissian, please flag all pages raguiring 3 slgnalure {excepl tha CCE),

For any hearing involving child supper, & Child Support Obligation Worksheet must be filed with lhe Couwrl, Tha worksheel musl be filled
complately and stgned by parlies, Eleclonically produced Worksheels are prefarred. Any Petitions for Modlfication of Child Support must
1 Child Suppon obligation Workshest and supporting documents as ta incoma for al [east the past 4 months, If avaflabla,

Il an agreement, a Dissolullon Decree, or any other Order cancels or schedules 8 hearing date, 1{ shouid be noted on the CCS wpon filing

For Pra Se documaris and forms, please visit hifp: | Igt 1] ! For additional assistance please contact {he Family
Project Coordinator, Rebecca Spevak at 210-326-8808 ext. 2851 or by e-mall: spavak@iapuriegounty.crg. Please nota; her office ia loce
the LaPorts Courthause, B13 Lincolnway Sulte 321, LaPorte IN 46340,

MISCELLANEQUS
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The tollowing can ba submilted 1o the Court elecironicatly. If a secandary hearfng becomes primary, it Is expecied that it will take piace. If
panties wish to continue or vacale the hearirg, a Molion along with a Propesoed Order are requived.

Mations for Summary Judgment
Motlons to Dismlss

Findings of Fact

Cancluslons of Law

TRANSCRIPTS

To request a transeript, you must caplact the Official Court Reporier, Sylvia Papineau ot 219.874-5611 exl. 7712 or by e-mall at
spapipeau@lanortecounty org. You will need to have the person's name {andior caplion), cause number, date of hearng requested, and
contact number for yourself, Please contact the Officlal Court Reporter far the cost per page.

JURY TRIAL PREPARATICNS

Criminal THals

Proposed final insituclions are due no fater than 10 days befora idal, by 4:00 p.am., submitted by email to spearce@iaportecounty.org or ¢
compact dise (CD) compatible with Microselt Gffice Ward. tastructions [sther than pattem) subemitied lo the Courl by Ihe patlias shall hav
coples of any law which counsel Ia relying upon atiached lo lhe proposed lustruction, with appropriale seclion highlighted. Each side is in
limlted ta lon {10) propased final Instructions.

Clvii Trlalg

Proposed prellminary and final instructions are due on o hafore the Pre-Triat Conference date. Also lo ba included ate: lesue Instruction:
concisely frames the jasues before the Gourl, as agreed upen by the parlies, and each pany's proposad Verdict Form(a). Parlies are to p
he Courl with an addittonal copy of [nstrectlons submitted by e-mall spearce@laportecaunty,grg or Jirachinskiéiaportecounty.org or an ¢ g
compasl dlac {CD) compalible with Micresofl Office Ward, Instructions {other than paltern) submilted te the Courl by the parties shall hav |
coples of any law which counsel Is ralylng upon altached to the praposed Instruction, wilh nppropiiate section highlighted. Each sida is in
limlted to ten (10) propased final instruclions.

General information Regarding Jury SBervice

LaPore Supetior Caurt #1 Is lacated in Michigen City, Indiana on the 2nd floor of tha Cotrlhouse located at 300 Washington Strael. The
courthouse slis batwesn two (2) tichigan Clty landmarks—the Michigan Clly Post Office and the Library.

Directlons To The Courthouse

Via Mighway 35 (Michigan Blvd.): Turn left on 4th Sireel, go past two {2} slop slgns; the courthouse patidng lot Is on the Hght-hand slde &
library.

via Highway 421: 421 becomes Franklin Street; loltow Franklin Slrael Ihrough the downtown area where it dead-ends at 4lh Streef; turn |
4th Street; the courthousa parking Jol is on the right-hand slde alter the #rary.

Parking: If space remaing, you may park In the caurthouse parking kot in arsas nel designated with “reserved”, which are reserved for
courthousa employses, BO NOT PARK IN THE POST OFFICE PARKING LOT; your car may be towed. You may patk on Washinglon &
{ront of the pos| office, g 4th Stroel, or in the News-Dispatch’s parking lol. Handleapped parking is available direclly in froni of the courth
Washinglon Stresl.

Security: You will be required 1o go through a melal detector upon entaring the Courthouse. Cell phones, pagers, electranle devices,
NOT allowed In the Courthousa,

Physlcal Accommodations! Enler the courthouse via the Washington Streel entrance, An elevator is avallabie on the first lloor—down 1
fralhway and to tha righl.

Time Gommitment: The selection of the jury narmally s campleted within the first day, Our jury frials can te6t anywhiere fram two {2) o t
daya. Generally speaking, coutt (s In session from 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m, with a one (1) hour break for lench. Yau will be allowed Yo rat
your homes each evening, unless sequestered,

Pay! You wilf recelve $15.00 & day plus .44 cants per mille If you ara nol chosan as g juror. ¥ you are chosen lo serve a3 a Jurar, you wiil e
$40.00 por day plus .44 canls per mile.

Meals: You will receive a per diem of $5.16 per day of jury service far lunch expenses.

Miesing Chitdren #lozt Wanted Lotal Links County Informaticn
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1/23/2018 Supartor Court 1
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CASS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ORDINACE NO. 2017- O

ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF
CELLULAR TELEPHONES/TABLETS IN THE
CASS COUNTY GOVERNMENT BUILDING

WHEREAS, the Cass County Commissioners periodically implement policies and
procedures regarding the use of the County Government Center by the citizens of Cass County
and others; and

WHEREAS, technology has advanced to the point that nearly everyone possesses and
uses a celiular telephone; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that county employees be able to carry on their
responsibilities without unnecessary disruption often cansed by the use of cellular telephones;
and, finally;

WHEREAS, the Commissioners implement the following Ordinance to facilitate a safe
and efficient means of the use of cellular telephones in the County Government Center provide as
follows:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED AS FOLLOWS:

In order to facilitate Court and County office procedures without interruption, reduce
noise levels in the corridors and any unnecessary intimidation of County employees, we hereby
prohibit cellular telephones/tablets from the Cass County Government Building. All cellular
telephones/tablets brought into the building on or after April 1, 2017, will be confiscated at the
security desk and held until the owner departs the building. Anyone seeking to use the
phone/tablet in court or for another purpose related to county business must obtain written
permission from that Court or County Officer. Court officers (including attorneys and law
enforcement personnel) County employees are exempt so long as they are in compliance with
their individusal department cell phone reguletions if applicable. The Cass County Commissioners
hereby adopt this Ordinance approving the prohibition of cellular telephones/tablets from the
Cass County Government Building.

20/23
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Passed and adopted by the County Commissioners of Cass County, Indiana this {o day

of ___ Mavmh ,2017.

CASS COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:

Attest:
i)
Cheryl Algfm, Gounty Auditor
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AFFIDAVIT OF PHILLIP E. LOOS

I, Phillip E. Loos, Director of Security of Cass County Government Center/Courthouse, after first being
duly sworn upon my oath allege and state as follows:

1. The undersigned is the Director of Cass County Security and has been serving in that capacity
since May, 2011.

2. Since March of 2017, I, and my staff, have enforced Cass County Ordinance # 2017-01, which
regulates the use of cellular telephones in the Cass County Government Center/Courthouse. I, along with my
staff, am aware that there is a provision to this Ordinance allowing a patron to have his/her cell phone in the
Courthouse with written permission from the Court or County office when the use of the cell phone is necessary
for county business.

-3 I personally worked the front door security post at the Government Center/Courthouse on
December 4, 2017, and have spoken with Dave Patty who worked the front door security post on December 18,
2017, -

4. No one requested to use his/her cell phone to record the Commissioner’s meetings on December
4, 2017, or December 18, 2017, or for that matter any meeting of the Cass County Commissioners in December
of 2017 or January of 2018.

5. If anyone does request to use their cell phone for the purpose of recording a public meeting we
will simply ask that they follow our reasonable policy of following protocol for it’s use as set forth above.

6. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein.

I swear and affirm under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing representations are true and
correct.

h g s
Dated this 30“ day of January, 2018, W.ﬂ ¢ gﬂﬁﬁ!‘
Phillip E. foos
Superintendent of Cass County Security
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STATE OF INDIANA )
}S8S:
COUNTY OF CASS )

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said County and State, personally appeared Phillip E.
Loos, personally known by me and acknowledged the execution of the foregoing instrument this 3O*ﬁday of
January, 2018.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my official seal.

Noﬁ éublic

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: Printed Name: Teffrey D. 3 Fentn
Resident of Cass Coun




