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Alberton revisits
hiring bylaw officer
By Jillian Trainor
jillian@peicanada.com

Hanging around
at West Point

Comic book superhero Spider-Man was seen hanging out at the
West Point Lighthouse last week to the delight of many area children. The web crawler’s alter ego, Daniel Betts, was more than
willing to don the costume and climb the 69 foot tall lighthouse so
the kids could see their favourite friendly neighbourhood SpiderMan in action. Mr Betts and his business, D.B. Roofing, spent last
week painting the 146 year old lighthouse. Melissa Heald photo

Alberton council plans to once again look into hiring a bylaw
enforcement officer.
“They can go in and make inspections, if need be, if there are
offences, they can ticket them, and fine them for different things,” said
Donna Thomson, chief administrative officer for the town.
The issue was first brought up in 2019, when there were issues that
would necessitate having a bylaw enforcement officer. One concerned a building in town zoned for commercial use, but is acting as
a residence. The owner of the building had ignored all stop work
orders issued by the town regarding the efforts to turn it into a multiple occupancy living facility. Another issue concerned a complaint
of stray cats near Elizabeth Drive.
The two newest bylaws for the town are a bylaw with respect to
Nuisance and Noise Control, and a bylaw with respect to Enforcement and Summary Proceedings. A third bylaw, the Dangerous, Hazardous, and Unsightly Property Bylaw, was amended.
All three bylaws received a second reading at the monthly council
meeting of July 12, and all were approved to be adopted. These three
bylaws would be helpful to the bylaw enforcement officer when it
comes to issues like the recent spats of vandalism in town. Security
cameras were smashed, and there was damage to the fences at Stone
Station Playground next to the library, and boards on bleachers were
broken, and a building at the ball field was tipped over.
“It gives us a little more authority to put a stop to some of the stuff
that has been going on,” said Mayor David Gordon.“If someone gets
a charge, it will slow them down.”
See page 2

Forestview trail
getting a new
lease on life
By Melissa Heald
melissa@peicanada.com

Island Trails is going to need
volunteers now that it has
secured a lease agreement from
the province to manage a trail
system in the Forestview area of
western PEI.
The Forestview Forestry Hiking
Trails on the Howlan Road meanders through a mature hardwood
and softwood forest, and has several stream crossings.
Area residents, like Donna
Campbell, up to now have been
maintaining the existing trail,
which is on land owned by the
province.
“In the winter time I snowshoe
there almost every day,” said the
O’Leary resident.
Ms Campbell was one of
around 15 people who showed
up at an information session at
the Bloomfield Provincial Park
on July 18 to hear the plans for
the trail.
Island Trails got involved when
a group of local residents
approached them about the trail
last year. And after a year of negotiations with the province, Island
Trails has been granted a 10 year
lease to manage the trail.
“It’s provincial land for the
most part, with one section privately owned where the land

owner has given us permission to
build onto our trail,” said Island
Trails President Mike Salter.
Parts of the trail will have to be
re-routed as it currently goes
through a plantation area where
the Department of Forestry will
be cutting sometime in the future,
he explained further.
There are conditions from the
province that Island Trails has to
adhere to as it moves forward to
improve the trail system. The trail
itself can only be three feet wide,
the only trees that can be cut
down are those leaning over the
trail or look like they are going to
fall, no heavy machinery or vehicles can be used during the construction of the trail and all terrain vehicles are not allowed to
be used on the trail to deliver
supplies like wood.
“Everything gets carried in,”
said Mr Salter.
Construction will include
building sections of boardwalk
and replacing an unauthorized
suspension bridge over the Carruther’s Brook with a bridge
approved by the province.
The trail will be about six kilometres made up of two loops.
The current entrance to the trail
will be relocated and there are
hopes in the future to install a
parking lot at the start of the trail.
See page 2

Despite the change in regulations to the Island’s policy for wearing masks indoors, staff at Tyne Valley Teas
Café will continue to wear them when in contact with customers. Owner Carol Rybinski said one of the main
reasons they still wear them is not all employees have received both doses of the COVID-19 vaccine, and as
a business owner, she would prefer to keep her employees safe. From left to right: Kiana MacLeod, Katrina
Badali, Carol Rybinski, and Emma Palmer. 						
Jillian Trainor photo

Business owners react to change
in masking regulations
By Jillian Trainor
jillian@peicanada.com

The owner of Tyne Valley Teas
Café has noticed fewer customers coming in without masks on
since the change to the Island’s
mandatory masking policy on
July 9.
“About 90 per cent, I think,” said
Carol Rybinski.
The wearing of masks in indoor
public settings has been mandatory since November 2020. Dr
Heather Morrison, the Island’s
Chief Public Health Officer, said
this easing of requirements
reflects the province’s change in
regard to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Ms Rybinski said while many

customers are foregoing masks,
staff still wear masks when interacting with customers. They do,
however, sometimes take them off
when working in the kitchen
because of how hot temperatures
can get.
It’s a similar situation for Della
Rix, co-owner of the Alberton
PharmaChoice.
“We’ve got some people coming in with masks, some without,”
she said. “We try and respect the
fact that if they’re wearing one,
we wear one, but there’s definitely a lot less people coming in
with them on.”
While masks are no longer
mandatory, social distancing
measures are still in place. Ms
Rybinski said though one of the

barriers in the café has been
taken down to promote better
flow for air conditioning, customers still sanitize their hands when
they enter the café, be six feet
apart from another table, and
must leave through a different
door than the one used when
they came in.
See page 2
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