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In the few months it has been
operating, the RCMP’s new Street
Level Drug Unit (SLDU) in Kings
County is finding a new level of
sophistication in the way drug
dealers communicate.
Corporal Glenn Dudley said
much communication now goes
through various smartphone
apps. However, that reliance on
technology also helps the police
because their tech crime unit
can decipher those methods.
“It’s unbelievable the data a
mobile device contains. There
are all kinds of ways individuals
try to avoid detection. It keeps us
sharp,” he said.
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Kings County
drug unit
makes inroads
The drug unit costs $423,529
per year, according to the Department of Justice and Public Safety.
The province covers 70% of that
amount and the other 30% is
paid by the federal government.
There have been two busts in
Kings County since the SLDU,
which also includes Constable
Dave Weatherbie, began operating.
On July 15, the unit arrested a
55-year-old Albion Cross man
while conducting a search warrant of a residence. Police seized
a quantity of what was believed
to be cocaine, along with an
unsecured firearm. The warrant
was part of an ongoing investigation.
See page 2
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Traffic issues in the town of
Souris were prominently featured
on the agenda at council’s October meeting.
Kings District RCMP Constable

Ian Allen pointed out that speed
bumps installed on Church Street
were slowing traffic down, but
they were also causing increased
traffic on Pond Street as some
people are using it to detour
around the speed bumps. The
speed bumps were installed after
concerns were brought to coun-

Souris Town Councillor Frankie Chaisson has been fielding calls from
residents concerning speeding on MacPhee Avenue and a Main Street
crosswalk. He brought it to the attention of his fellow councillors at the
town’s October meeting. 			
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cil in the spring.
CAO Shelley LaVie said the
town is aware of the new problem.
“When we put them back in the
spring we will put a set below and
above Pond Street so (drivers)
can’t avoid them and they will
have to slow down,” Ms LaVie said.
One of the two bumps will also
be closer to the crosswalk in front
of Harbourview Training Centre,
which is one area where safety is
a concern.
The crosswalk near the intersection of Chapel and Main Street
is also a safety concern, said
Councillor Frankie Chaisson,
explaining he has received complaints.
“It is dangerous without a
doubt,” he said.
A decision was made to purchase safety flags to be used by
pedestrians for that particular
crosswalk.
The triangle shaped, handheld,
orange flags will be kept in buckets on either side of the crosswalk
for pedestrians to use when they
want to cross.
Crosswalks aren’t the only traffic issues in Souris.
More than a month has passed
since the town forwarded a petition, signed by the residents of
MacPhee Avenue to the province,
asking for something to be done
on the major artery on the east
end of town.
See page 2

Cancer survivor Colleen MacIsaac, on the left, and her family;
daughter-in-law Dawn Laybolt, granddaughter Faith Laybolt
and son Adam MacIsaac walked together in the first annual
Mooney’s Pond Breast Cancer Awareness walk on Sunday. The
St Peter’s crew were among the more than 50 participants who
took part in the event. See story on page 9.
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Four-vehicles collide
on Main Street, Montague
An investigation continues into a collision involving four vehicles travelling in the same direction on Main Street, Montague Friday.
At least one person was treated for minor injuries and two
vehicles were towed from the scene.
Kings District RCMP Sergeant Leanne Butler said police are still
collecting statements from those involved.
The cause of the crash has not yet been determined.

Soaring feed prices
impact consumers
By Josh Lewis
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Lance Underhay says he’s had
to raise his prices for poultry
twice this year due to growing
feed prices, but his customers
are understanding.
Mr Underhay, who farms in
Eglington with his wife Sarah,
said feed prices have doubled
since they began raising birds in
2019. They have up to 300 on
their property.
The birds are pasture-raised, so
grass and bugs account for 10%
to 15% of their diet, but the rest is
feed, which he estimated has
gone up 50% this year.
The farm sold poultry for $3.75
a pound at the start of the year,
then increased it to $4, and later
had to increase it to $4.25.
Mr Underhay said they haven’t

lost customers because the
increase in feed prices is common knowledge.
Cardigan Feed owner Mary
Van den Broek-Grant says the
culprit is rising prices for wheat
and corn, two of the main ingredients in poultry feed. Wheat is
up 15% since the start of the
pandemic and in some cases,
over the winter, corn went up by
as much as 45%.
She said that’s because of
worldwide supply and demand
issues caused by the pandemic,
and a strong North American
export market.
“The market is extremely volatile, so the prices go up and
down like a yo-yo,” she said.“Consumers are going to be noticing
it in a big way this coming year.”
See page 2

