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Neleah Lavoie wins
$20,000 scholarship
from 4-H Canada
A long time PEI 4-H member has been awarded one of four 4-H
Canada Leadership Excellence Awards of Distinction (L.E.A.D.).
Neleah Lavoie of the Cavendish 4-H Club receives a $20,000 scholarship towards her four-year post-secondary studies. Recipients of a
L.E.A.D. scholarship are also placed in an ongoing mentorship with
an expert from within their field of study - a valuable opportunity to
gather skills and insights directly from a skilled expert.
The Leadership Excellence Awards of Distinction recognizes outstanding youth members who show 4-H values in the way they live
their lives. The awards honour youth who have become exceptional
leaders through their 4-H experience, and who share the best of
themselves with their community. Neleah was named winner in the
science and technology pillar.
The most prestigious and highly sought scholarship offered by 4-H
Canada, four outstanding 4-H members are selected as L.E.A.D.
recipients each year in recognition of their personal development,
community impact, and leadership excellence in one of 4-H Canada’s four Leadership Development Pillars.

See page 2
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Celebrating the harvest and recognizing the importance
of the agricultural industry on Prince Edward Island

‘TIPSY’ PIGLETS
SAY HELLO

These piglets all came over to check out the camera during a tour of the Underhay farm, Tipsy
Farmers, in Eglington on September 29. See their
story and more in the special section Agriculture
Awareness inside this issue.
Josh Lewis photo

Loane appointed to
Shaw takes back pumpkin title
after two year absence from competition Sector Engagement Table
on Skills Development

By Andy Walker
andy@peicanada.com

After taking a two year break
from competition, Eddy Shaw
stormed back to reclaim the title
of the province's giant pumpkin
king during the annual competition held during the Thanksgiving weekend.
The Brackley grower won four
consecutive titles between 2015
and 2018, setting the Island
record in that final year at 1,768
pounds. He took 2019 off and
was ready to come back last
year although he wasn't sure the
competition would be held due
to COVID-19. It did go ahead
with a growers only competition
and the same format was followed this year.
Shaw's entry this time around
weighed in at 1,682.5 pounds,
with veteran grower Allen Aten
taking second spot at 946.5
pounds. David Crocker took
third spot with an entry that
weighed in at 880.5 pounds.
Crocker also took home the Clifford Picketts Memorial Trophy
for the top squash with a 645
pound entry.
Shaw said he might have had
a chance at breaking his own
record, since the entry he was
hoping to take to the show was
damaged by weather in September. He added "it was bigger than
the one I won with today so I feel
it had a shot at beating the
record."
See page 2

By Andy Walker
andy@peicanada.com

Laurie Loane is hoping to share the expertise she has garnered
through overseeing the PEI Farm Technician Program on a national
scale with her recent appointment by Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada to the Sector Engagement Table for Skills Development.
Loane is the executive director of the PEI Agriculture Sector Council, which has spearheaded the farm technician program since its
founding along with the Dalhousie Faculty of Agriculture. The only
other Atlantic member on the 20 person committee is Tracy Kittilsen,
who is the program manager with the Faculty of Agriculture’s Extended Learning department. Kittilsen is also involved with the farm technician program.
See page 3

Committee hearings
under way on sustainable
irrigation strategy
By Andy Walker
andy@peicanada.com

Eddy Shaw stands beside his winning entry at the PEI Giant
Pumpkin Growers Association weigh-off held over the Thanksgiving weekend. The Brackley grower won the title for a fifth time
with the 1,682.5 pound entry.		
(Andy Walker photo)

More pumpkin weigh-off photos on pages 2 & 6.

A soil health improvement
plan and groundwater monitoring are two of the items the PEI
Potato Board would like to see as
part of a supplemental irrigation
strategy.
General Manager Greg Donald
told members of the Standing
Committee on Natural Resources
and Environmental Sustainability
the soil health test has been
developed by the Department of
Agriculture and Land and better
enables producers to understand
the health of their farm.

He said that would also include
soil moisture testing to help determine the need for irrigation and
at what times of the day and at
what water volumes irrigation
should occur. Donald said the
record keeping must be "open
and transparent" going on to say
"We rely on the expertise of, let’s
say, the department of environment within a watershed, what
the capacity of the watershed is,
what the critical limits are and
then the users, on an ongoing
basis, openly transparent of what’s
actually being used when supplemental irrigation is required."
See page 3

