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Wishing all 
Island Fishers 

a safe and 
prosperous 

2022 season
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1-800-224-0018
robert.morrissey@parl.gc.ca

16-263 Heather Moyse Dr., S’Side
Room 209, 100 School St, Tignish

We wish you all a safe and successful season!

Celebrating 42 Years 
of Serving Island Fishers!

From parts to repairs, Jimmy, Josh, Cory & the staff 
have been here for you for 42 years. 

Call or stop in today for everything you need to get you 
back on the water in "ship-shape" for 2022!

WE OFFER:
• Aluminum, Stainless Steel 
  & Steel Fabrication
• Custom Shearing and Bending
• Custom Machining
• Commercial & Pleasure Craft Parts
  & Accessories
   ...and YES ~ We offer a Mobile Service!

Tel: 583-2305 Fax: 583-2534
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ZF INDUSTRIES INC55 Launching Rd., Cardigan

Record landings and 
unprecedented shore prices 

highlight 2021 lobster season
 By Charlotte MacAulay

charlotte@peicanada.com

The preliminary lobster landing from 
2021 is one success story for the PEI fish-
ing industry, said Prince Edward Island 
Fishermen’s Association president Bobby 
Jenkins.

The combined landings in LFA 24, LFA 
26A and LFA 25 total 47.1 million pounds, 
a record number.

“The bread and butter of our industry 
here on PEI is the lobster,” Mr Jenkins said. 
“Everything else revolves around that.”

He points to unprecedented shore pric-
es as another success.

Lobster fisher and PEI Marketing Board 
chair Charlie McGeoghegan agrees.

“Depending on the buyer they ranged 
from $9 to $10 a pound for canners last 
year and most finished off the season 
around $11,” he said.

Though the season did start off with 
$8.50 on a lot of wharves, he said the 
change amounted to almost double from 
the previous year.

“Considering expenses were almost 
quadruple of what they were a few years 
ago it was definitely needed,” Mr 
McGeoghegan added.

Looking ahead to this coming season 
there are several signs pointing to another 
banner year.

Record prices in Southwest Nova Sco-
tia right now are $17 to $18 per pound. 
That coupled with low inventory is some 
cause for optimism.

“Most of the processors I have talked to, 
most of their product is gone, so that is 
nice to see,” Mr McGeoghegan said.

The demand from both Asia and the US 
is strong. One reason is a decrease in 
catches in Maine.

See page 10
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We wish all  Island FishersWe wish all  Island Fishers
 a Safe & Successful Season! a Safe & Successful Season!

The Wharves The Wharves Will Soon Be Full...Will Soon Be Full...
  and hopefully the Traps as well!!and hopefully the Traps as well!!

Kings Auto Parts & Service Ltd.
Starters/Alternators   •   Oil/Greases   •   Paint   •   Hydraulic Hose/Fittings

Batteries   •   Stainless Steel  Screws/Bolts   •   Filters

We are your Kings County depot for
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5206 A.A. MacDonald Highway 
Montague

902-838-2223   
Souris Line 687-2045

10 Myrtle Street, Stratford

902-620-7003

NOW 2 LOCATIONS 
TO SERVE YOU:

We’ve Got Everything You Need For The 2022 Season
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For the second year catches 
have dropped dramatically leav-
ing a hole in the US market that 
needs to be filled.

The Marketing Board just 
returned from the Boston Sea-
food Show where demand for 
product was “off the charts.”

“From what we are hearing a 
lot of the lobster is sold before 
we even go out on the water,” Mr 
McGeoghegan said.

Mr Jenkins said there may be 
some adjustments as to when 
fishers will get out on the water 
this year.

DFO turned down the hard 
date of April 26 for opening the 
spring lobster fishery, a proposal 
voted on by fishers in PEI, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick back 
in December.

 At the time Mike Dixon, co-
chair of the LFA 26A Lobster 
Advisory Committee, said fishers 
were concerned that three of the 
last five years, with the season 
extending into July, fishing lob-
ster beyond June 30 when they 
are in their stages of molt and 
reproduction was counterpro-
ductive.

Even though DFO did not 
agree to an early setting day it 
has implemented, for the first 
time in history, a flexibility date, 
Mr Jenkins said.

“Which means we could pos-
sibly go on the 27th of April this 
year,” he said, explaining there is 
a 72-hour window before April 
30 where fishers have to look at 

how weather may affect opening 
day.

“There will be weather calls 
taken before the 27th and har-
bour reps will decide depending 
on weather, if they want to use 
the 27th or leave it until the 30th,” 
he explained.

While the pandemic played 
havoc with the 2020 lobster sea-
son in the form of restricted 
access to wharfs, market slow-
downs and a two-week delay in 
opening, Mr Jenkins said 
2021was almost back to normal.

“I’m hoping we go into 2022 
with the same kind of results we 
had in 2021 in regards to Covid,” 
he said.

With regard to other species 
Mr Jenkins said 751 tuna, at an 
average weight of 229 kg, were 
caught this past season. The total 
catch works out to 98.5 per cent 
of the quota.

In the halibut fishery 94 per 
cent of the quota was caught. 
There were four regular open-
ings and one reallocation open-
ing for halibut fishing.

Concerning herring, the west-
ern areas (16C&E) landed 93 per 
cent and 16G in the east landed 
35.8 per cent.

Mr Jenkins said the low catch 
in the east is in part due to fewer 
boats fishing. 

With mackerel, there were 
4,000 metric tonnes of quota 
allocated which was all landed 
during the two openings through-
out the year. 

Snow crab total allowable 
catch for PEI in 2021 was 36.056 
t and it was caught thanks to 
good weather conditions during 
the season.

It was a good year, the season 
went on time, and the weather 
was good for landing the catch-
es.

There is a yet-to-be-determined 
increase in quota for the coming 
snow crab season pending the 
outcome of a stock assessment 
carried out by DFO in February.

Both Mr Jenkins and Mr 
McGeoghegan are hopeful for a 
safe and prosperous season on 
the water for the approximately 
4,200 commercial fishers.

From page 9 - 

Record landings 

The crew of the Dawn and Jana, Bobby and Cory Jenkins, along with a 
tuna buyer examine the damage to a tuna done by a shark near the end 
of the season last fall.       Submitted photo

Shark attacks on tuna catches 
increased in 2021

By Charlotte MacAulay

charlotte@peicanada.com

The last catch of the season 
was a bit of a battle for Bobby 
Jenkins, not only with the tuna 
he had on the line, but also with 
a shark determined to get a 
share of the bluefin.

“We knew something was hap-
pening, but we didn’t realize 
what until we got the tuna up 
close to the boat and we saw the 
bites,” the Annandale fisher said.

They landed the fish and sold 
it, but there was certainly some 
lost revenue.

Curtis MacKenzie, chair of the 
Tuna Advisory Board, said shark 
attacks were not unheard of 
before in the waters off PEI, but 
2022 has been a bigger problem 
than in past years.

There is no official count yet, 
but anecdotally there have been 
at least five tuna come into PEI 
wharves with shark bites.

“Probably the last five years 
there has been one or two here 
and there,” Mr MacKenzie said. 
“It’s not just PEI either, it is hap-
pening in the whole Gulf and 
down the Nova Scotia shore too.”

Buyers aren’t rejecting the 
catches and salvage as much of 
the meat as possible, he said.

“Obviously you are going to 
have less meat and the bigger 
wound that is open on a fish, the 

Russian invasion 
of Ukraine could 
benefit Canadian 
seafood exports
By Charlotte MacAulay

charlotte@peicanada.com

Some sanctions on Rus-
sian products could have 
an effect on demand for PEI 
snow crab and lobster.

As Russia continues to 
wage war on Ukraine more 
and more countries are 
banning  Russian seafood, 
said Lobster Fishers of PEI 
Marketing Board chair 
Charlie McGeoghegan.

Russia has 60 per cent of 
the world’s snow crab quota.

“Buyers will be looking 
for other means of getting 
snow crab and when they 
can’t get enough that will 
help the lobster fishers too 
because (buyers) will need 
lobster to fill that void,” he 
said.

“That was something we 
didn’t really foresee with 
everything going on in the 
world today. It could turn 
out good for Canadian 
exporters.”
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 775 Route 175, 
Conway, PEI

 
902-831-3495

 Proudly PEI owned and 
operated since 2013

Check annands.com/
where-to-buy 

For all of our Island Locations!

Breaded Bar Clams
Bottled Bar Clams

Frozen Bar Clam meat
Frozen Lobster meat 

Home style Fish Cakes
Seafood Batter mix
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FAIR ISLE FORDFAIR ISLE FORD
116 St. Peter’s Rd., Charlottetown116 St. Peter’s Rd., Charlottetown  | Ph: 368-3673| Ph: 368-3673

FAIR ISLE FORDFAIR ISLE FORD
A.A. MacDonald HWY., Brudenell, Montague A.A. MacDonald HWY., Brudenell, Montague ||  Ph: 838-4775Ph: 838-4775
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YOU & YOUR CREW WORK HARD…YOU & YOUR CREW WORK HARD…

Ford F - Series of trucks has been leading the pack 
for 56 years, with no sign of slowing down!

Contact our Sales Team for current offers
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To All Island FishersTo All Island FishersTo All Island Fishers

Hon. Lawrence MacAulay,
P.C., M.P., 

M.P. for Cardigan

https://lawrencemacaulay.libparl.ca 63
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I wish you
all the best

in the
2022 Season!
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May all fishermen May all fishermen 

have a safe and have a safe and 
prosperous season!prosperous season!

Dustin MacPhee
Thank you everyone, for your business!

Builders of the Hustler 45  •  Kits to Complete

The last catch of the season for Annandale fisher Bobby Jenkins had a lot of damage 
from a shark bite that happened while he had the bluefin on the line. 
              Submitted photo

more water damage you are going to get,” Mr 
MacKenzie said.

“It isn’t a total loss, but it is a big hit on the 
fisherman’s return,” he added. 

The DFO license doesn’t allow fishers to 
drop a damaged fish and use the tag for 
another potential catch. That is something 
Mr MacKenzie said they are in talks with the 
federal department about.

“There has been no real outcome yet, but 
we are going to stick at it because the last 
thing we want is people that only have two 
or three tags a year losing out on a tag 
because they are following the rules,” he 
said.

As for why the shark population seems to 
be increasing in fishing areas, Mr Jenkins 
said there is no definitive answer, but there 
are some factors that can be taken under 
consideration.

“We have been told that sharks are tem-
perature-driven and food-driven,” he said.

The fact that waters are warming and the 
seal population remains high could be two 
reasons sharks are sticking around the lucra-
tive fishing areas.  

“We have a lot of tuna being caught here 
and when you are swimming a tuna behind 
a boat I imagine it looks like a pretty easy 
meal to a shark,” Mr Jenkins said.

As is the annual tradition friends and family came out to watch the lob-
ster boats sail out of the Tignish Harbour on the opening day of the 2021 
spring lobster season.              Melissa Heald photo
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We wish all Prince Edward Island Fishers 
a Safe and Successful 2022 Season!

White’s Fabrication 
6084 Commercial Road, Montague 

(just past the round-about)

902-838-3929

For all your Marine Fabricating 
needs give us a call.
IF YOU NEED IT – 

WE CAN BUILD IT!!

From small jobs to large jobs, 
it will always be 

A JOB 
WELL DONE!!

63231.mb

We are a proud Dealer of

In-Stock 
GUY COTTEN 

BOOTS
$164.00

May all Island Fishers have a May all Island Fishers have a 
Safe and Prosperous Fishing SeasonSafe and Prosperous Fishing Season

63253

Government Members Office
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Doyles Pond, on Route 12 in western PEI, has turned out to be the ideal 
location for winter perch fishing. PEI opened a permanent recreational 
winter perch fishery there in 2022. It is the only location on PEI to offer 
the winter fishery.       Submitted photo

In hopes of promoting the recreational winter perch fishery, for the past two years Richards Bait and Tackle, 
an Alberton-based business, has teamed up with Experience PEI to offer all-equipped guided fish tours at 
Doyles Pond. This year, for Islander Day, they also hosted a learn-to-fish event on the pond for families.   
                       Submitted photoWinter perch 

fishery a success 
in West Prince
By Melissa Heald

melissa@peicanada.com

Doyles Pond in West Prince 
has proven to be the solution to 
a recreational winter perch fish-
ery in PEI.

“There was somebody out 
there every weekend, for sure, 
and even through the week,” said 
David Richards, co-owner of 
Richards Bait and Tackle and a 

key organizer in trying to make 
this recreation fishery a success. 

“The pond was really used a 
lot.” 

In hopes of promoting the fish-
ery, for the past two years the 
Alberton-based business has 
teamed up with Experience PEI 
to offer all-equipped guided fish 
tours on the pond. This year, for 
Islander Day, they also hosted a 
learn-to-fish event for families.
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Souris  687-4318   
Toll Free Island wide  1-800-762-VDLP (8357)
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Wishing all Fishers a Safe & Productive 2022 Season
From your friends at

“Island Wide “Island Wide 
Free Delivery”Free Delivery”

Jamie Fox, Minister
Fisheries and Communities

2022 Fishing Season 
Prince Edward Island provides the world with high 
quality and environmentally sustainable seafood 
products. It’s thanks to the hard work of fishers, 
aquaculturists and seafood processors that we 
continue to meet the needs of the global market.

Wishing all another safe and prosperous 
2022 season.

PrinceEdwardIsland.ca
Advertisment paid for by the government of Prince Edward Island

63220
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Main Street, Montague

Tel:  838-4468    Fax: 838-3292

We Wish All Island Fishers 
A Safe & Profitable Season

Authorized 
Vehicle Inspection Station

•  Alignments
•  Brakes
•  Engine Diagnosis

•  Exhaust
•  Safety Inspections
•  Shocks

Your only GOODYEAR 
DEALER east of 
Charlottetown.

Tires for all your vehicles!

63261.mb

“People are really getting out, 
enjoying winter as it is, especial-
ly with Covid, it’s kept us down 
for so long, so to actually get out 
and do something was really 
nice,” Mr Richards said.

Numerous attempts were pre-
viously made to create a recre-
ational winter perch fishery on 
the Island.

In 2010, the Forests, Fish and 
Wildlife Division of the Depart-
ment of Environment, Energy 
and Climate Action was 
approached to determine if the 
fishery would be viable in the 
province.

“We obtained a scientific col-
lection license from DFO 
(Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans) to carry out a pilot 
study in two locations: Queens 
County and one in West Prince 
County,” said Jill Edwards, senior 
communications officer for the 
Department of Environment, 
Energy and Climate Action, in an 
email. “There was poor ice con-
ditions and no perch were 
caught.”  

Efforts were once again made 
in 2018 with one additional site 
in West Prince, but again with 
limited success.

However, the third time was a 
charm and in 2021 a request was 
made to the province to give 
Doyles Pond a try.

“Once again, a scientific col-
lection license was obtained for 
this pilot study and the same two 
original sites in Queens County,” 
Ms Edwards explained. “There 
was limited success in the 
Queens County locations, but 
good success at Doyles.”  

Mr Richards said the locations 
in Queens County just might not 
have been ideal.

“Some were hard to access,” he 
said. “One was called DeRoche 
Pond and you pretty much had 
to Skidoo into it.”

With Doyles being located on 
Route 12 in western PEI, people 

can basically drive up to the 
pond, get out of their car and 
‘you’re fishing’, Mr Richard said. 

Ms Edwards said the scientific 
collection license is a good way 
for the department to see if 
something will work, but it was 
onerous that people had to regis-
ter and Fish and Wildlife had to 
submit those names to DFO on a 
weekly basis.  

Permits for the fishery were 
free and 309 people signed up.

“People were also required to 
keep a log book so we could see 
how many perch were caught 
and what other incidental catch-
es might be,” Ms Edwards added. 

With excellent community 
support regarding the fishery at 
Doyles Pond and based on 
results of the 2021 trial, for 2022 
the province asked DFO to open 
a recreational fishery there. It is 
the only site in PEI for this fish-
ery in winter.

“From what I understand, there 
was good participation and suc-
cess in the 2022 winter fishery,” 
Ms Edwards said. 

Much of the success is attrib-
uted to the people who took part 
in the fishery.

“The public really pulled up 
their socks, filled out the log 
books and showed the perch 
were there. They could sustain 
the amount of fish we were 
catching,” Mr Richards said. “It 
never hurt the population at all - 
there were a lot of fish around 
and there still are.” 

No registration was needed for 
the 2022 perch season, which 
runs from January 1 - March 31, 
but a valid angling license for 
2021-22 was required.

“When you brought your 
license last spring, it covers the 
winter fishery now,” he added. 

An avid angler himself, Mr 
Richards said he is glad a perma-
nent recreational winter perch 
fishery has been established on 
PEI.

- Winter perch -

The pier at Northport is vacant right now but it will soon be filled with lobster fishing boats as the 2022 spring 
lobster season gets underway. While poaching can occasionally be an issue, rates of charges and convictions 
have been decreasing over the last few years.      Jillian Trainor photo

Lobster poaching on 
a downward trend
By Jillian Trainor

jillian@peicanada.com

As fishers prepare for the start 
of the 2022 spring lobster season, 
the vice president of the Western 
Gulf Fishermen’s Association 
(WGFA) has noticed rates of 
reported lobster poaching have 
decreased over the last several 
years.

“We used to have the co-man-
agement program (with the 
Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans) for years,” said Shelton 
Barlow. “There must have been 
10 wardens hired in the program 
to try and get it straightened out.”

While poaching is the term 
commonly used, it’s not used in 
fishing regulations. If a person is 
convicted, the charges would be 
for infractions such as: posses-
sion of undersized lobster, pos-
session of egg-bearing female 
lobsters, fishing outside the sea-
son or fishing without a license. 
An individual can also be 
charged with multiple offences, 
meaning the number of charges 
doesn’t necessarily reflect the 
number of offenders.

Data from DFO shows there 
were 37 convictions in 2017; 26 
convictions in 2018; 23 convic-
tions in 2019, and 16 convictions 
in 2020. The data for 2021 isn’t 
available yet, but it would likely 
include some offences from 
2020 that were processed in 
2021.

The reasons for poaching 
aren’t always clear. The price of 
fuel is always one of the biggest 
concerns, and while prices have 
drastically increased over the 
last month, it’s not the only rea-
son someone might poach lob-
ster.

“It’s not a fuel, it’s other things, 
life,” Mr Barlow said. “Somebody 
might have a bad year, you never 
know. You don’t know the cir-
cumstances of someone’s life.”

To help prevent fishing out of 
season, the WGFA drags the 
ocean before and after the 
spring and fall lobster seasons to 
located any gear that’s been left 
behind. Globally, ghost gear is 
one of the leading causes of 
debris in a marine environment, 
and can have damaging impacts 
on fish stocks such as lobster, 

marine mammals, and marine 
habitats. Through the Ghost Gear 
Program, run by the federal gov-
ernment, over 1,250 tonnes of 
ghost gear was removed from 
Canadian waters since 2020. 

“The fisherman can’t take the 
gear in when he finds it,” Mr Bar-
low said. “He has to report it to 
DFO and they come and pick it 
up. You get to the area and put a 
marker on it and call them.”

If a someone is suspected of 
poaching lobster, the best option 
is to report it to DFO. When alle-
gations are 
reported, fish-
ery officers 
gather all the 
n e c e s s a r y 
i n f o r m at i o n , 
collect evi-
dence where 
it’s warranted, 
conduct inter-
views and anal-
ysis to support 
investigations 
of non-compli-
ance with the 

Fisheries Act and its associated 
regulations. Various enforcement 
actions could be taken as a 
result, including charges.

Anyone who witnesses suspi-
cious fishing activities is encour-
aged to contact their nearest 
DFO office. Another option for 
those wishing to remain anony-
mous is reaching out to Crime 
Stoppers at  1-800-222-
TIPS  (8477), but they can also 
submit a tip online, or text TIP190 
and a message to 274637 
(crimes).

Five Star Shellfish Inc.
Owners Wyatt & Gordon Jeffery

Milligan’s Wharf, Poplar Grove    
(902) 831-2906

www.fivestarshellfish.com
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BEST WISHES
to all fishers on a safe and successful 2022 season!
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By Josh Lewis

josh@peicanada.com

Lobster fishers have had to 
contend with the rising costs of 
doing business for years, but this 
season presents a set of circum-
stances perhaps without com-
pare.

Fuel prices are higher than 
they’ve ever been on PEI and 
that will have a direct impact on 
fishers, especially the ones who 
sail further out from shore.

Depending on where you 
look, diesel prices last week 
were more than 70 cents higher 
than during the height of the 
2021 lobster season. Regular 
prices were about 40 cents high-
er, according to Stats Canada.

Throw in rising bait prices 
driven by quotas and feeding 
predators, and insurance costs, 
and it could take a sizable big 
bite out of profit margins.

“It’s going to be different from 
last year for sure. The cost of 
everything is going up,” said 
Naufrage lobster fisherman 
Lucas Lesperance. “Even for any-
one travelling to the wharf in 
the morning, it’s costing the cap-
tains and the crew more money. 
The price of fuel goes up but 
everything else stays the same.”

He hopes those pressures will 
create a strong price throughout 
the season. 

Mr Lesperance said seals are 
becoming more of a nuisance 
than ever, chowing down on 
bait species like herring and 
mackerel. A seal hunt would 
certainly help, he said.

On top of that, shark sightings 
near the Island were common 
last summer.

“It’s the same old story, they’re 
not here to lose weight,” he said. 
“They’re changing their migra-
tion paths and here they are.”

He has a lot of bait still in the 
freezer that he fished last sum-
mer and fall. That’s always an 
option for lobster fishers, but it’s 
far more expensive to do that 
now with the fuel prices.

Charlie McGeoghegan, chair 
of the PEI Lobster Marketing 
Board, said lower quotas on 
mackerel and herring last year 
were a problem, in combination 
with seals eating bait, and he’s 
tried to get that across to the 
Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans.

“DFO’s bas-
ing the quota 
on the stock, 
but what’s 
affecting the 
stock is the 
seals, we want 
to see some-
thing done 
with them to 
protect our 
bait industry.”

He said he’s 
heard rum-
blings the new 
DFO minister, 
Joyce Murray, 
does see this as 
an issue so he’s 
hopeful some-
thing will hap-
pen.

“The seals 
are 800 to 1,000 
pounds each 
and they’d be 

eating 60 to 80 pounds of fish a 
day. We’re talking hundreds of 
thousands of these seals.”

In fact, having more sharks 
around could be a plus because 
they eat seals, he said.

The cost of bait, having gone 
up from 30 to 40 cents a pound 
10 years ago as high as $2 now, 
doesn’t help.

In terms of fuel prices, Mr 
McGeoghegan said this will be 
especially hard on the fishers 
who burn as much as 400 litres 
a day.

“It should put lobster prices 

up because it definitely costs 
more to go get them. If you look 
at other industries, that’s usually 
how they work.”

In that sense, early returns 
from Nova Scotia are promising. 
In zones there with the season 
already underway, the price has 
been between $17 and $18 per 
pound, which Mr McGeoghegan 
said would be a record for this 
time of year.

There’s also nothing in stor-
age from last year which bodes 
well for prices, he said.

Wayne, Randy, Jeff & Employees at

W & R FISHERIES
GEORGETOWN | 902-969-7510

63251.mb

We wish all Fishers a Safe 
and Prosperous 2022 Season.

May all fishers on Prince Edward Island 
have a wonderful, prosperous 

and safe season. 

63136.mb

The Lobster Fishers of 
PEI Marketing Board

www.lobsterpei.ca

Wishing all Island Fishers and 
everyone involved in the Fishing 

Industry a Safe & Successful Season
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We are now accepting 
resumes for both locations

Email: hr@northlakefisheries.com
902-838-3908 

or Fax: 902.838.5467
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66 Gard Rd, Bloomfield

Tri-CounTy Marine LTd.Tri-CounTy Marine LTd.
ISLAND WIDE SERVICEISLAND WIDE SERVICE
Authorized dealer for these engine lines:

Plus…parts for all types of diesel engines and fuel injection system parts.

Tri-County Marine Ltd.
Sales and Service for all diesel engines.

Call:  (902) 853-3982 • Cell:  (902) 853-7659
Email:  tri-county@bellaliant.com

D I E S E L

• Isuzu Diesel  
• Volvo Penta  
• CAT Marine  
• John Deere
• Scania
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Rising fuel, bait prices 
could eat into profit margins

Mackerel bait was hard to come by last year due to seals eating them 
as well as DFO quotas.                   Rachel Peters Photography photo

By Josh Lewis

josh@peicanada.com

The Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans has notified LFA 
26A lobster fishers the season 
could open any day during a 
72-hour period in late April 
depending on the conditions, 
starting this spring.

The ruling comes after a 
December vote in 26A, the south 
side from Victoria to East Point, 
in favour of opening a few days 
early to avoid pushing the sea-
son into early July, when lobsters 
begin to molt.

Of 192 fishers who returned 
the questionnaire, 65 per cent 
voted in favour of an April 26 
opening compared to 35 per 
cent for the traditional date of 
April 30. A little over half of all 
lobster fishers in 26A participat-
ed.

Charlie McGeoghegan, chair 
of the PEI Lobster Marketing 
Board, said he would prefer to 
have a hard date set for opening.

“If the date is the 30th and 
everybody’s ready for that and 

then they start two days earlier, 
there’ll be scrambling from some 
guys I would think,” said the 
Pinette lobster fisher.

He said the best fishers can do 
is be tentatively ready a few days 
earlier and wait to see what date 
DFO sets.

Mr McGeoghegan said in past 
years when the start date was 
delayed by poor weather, such as 
2021, some fishers wrapped up 
early because of the molting 
process beginning.

“They want to stay away from 
July fishing. That was the thought 
behind it, to move in that direc-
tion.”

DFO said the decision will 
depend on factors like channel 
dredging, ice conditions, buoy 
installation and of course, the 
weather.

“DFO will monitor and assess 
the situation at the various 
wharves a few weeks before the 
scheduled opening,” followed by 
conference calls in the days 
before to get updates on the situ-
ation, said the statement sent to 
fishers.

Uncertainty about 
opening day after 

DFO decision

Two Atlantic Aqua Farms boats, the Grace C and The Baby, tied up at 
Georgetown on 2021 setting day. 
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By Melissa Heald

melissa@peicanada.com

Marvin Gavin has been making custom 
lobster traps for 20 years.

But before creating his business, Mar-
vin’s Lobster Traps, Mr Gavin remembers 
building traps as a child alongside his 
father.

“We had a lobster license and we 
always built traps in the winter for our-
selves,” he said. “He taught me everything 
about how to build a trap.”

Years later, Mr Gavin was fishing tuna in 
Nova Scotia and while talking to some 
fishermen he asked if they would be inter-
ested in him making them new traps. 

“They said yes and that’s how my busi-
ness got started,” Mr Gavin said, adding 
those fishermen are still his customers 
today. 

Located on Route 12 just outside Tig-
nish, Mr Gavin’s operation includes a 
sawmill he built himself in order to cut 
the lumber he uses for the traps.  

“It just kept growing and growing,” Mr 
Gavin said, referring to his business.

With the spring lobster season 
approaching in the Maritimes, it’s a busy 
time of the year as fishers begin calling in 
orders for new traps. 

“I’m busy year-round, but now with the 
season getting close, my phone is ringing 
and ringing,” Mr Gavin said.

However, the allure of the strong lobster 
industry can impact Mr Gavin’s access to 
labour as more and more potential work-
ers opt to go fishing rather than getting 
paid to make traps. 

When he has enough help, the Marvin’s 
Lobster Traps operation can produce 
about 150 traps in four days. 

“If it’s just me and another fella, it takes 
us maybe eight days.” Mr Gavin estimates 
his business produces between 5,000 to 
7,000 traps a year. 

Besides building the traps, Mr Gavin is 
busy on the road delivering his stock to 
fishers across the Maritimes. He also plans 
to attend an upcoming trade show in 
Moncton, bringing over 100 traps with 
him that were sold well in advance of the 

event. 
Things haven’t always been this busy 

for Mr Gavin though. There was a time 
when he would stop making traps to go 
west during the winter to work. 

“The price of lobster was really low, so 
fishermen weren’t buying anything. Their 
gear was in pretty good shape and if they 
weren’t making a lot of money, they just 
weren’t buying anything,” he said. 

But with the lobster industry rebound-
ing, things have “improved dramatically.”

“I came home from out west in 2012, 
I’ve been flat out ever since,” Mr Gavin 

said. “It’s been 
i m p r o v i n g 
every year.”

There are 
many different 

designs when it comes to lobster traps. 
“There’s what they call American traps, 

there’s double enders, there’s round and 
square traps, whatever the fishers prefer,” 
he said. “That’s why I say custom-made 
meaning we’ll make whatever you want 
to your specs.”

Although the increased cost of lumber 
and other supplies needed to make the 
traps meant Mr Gavin had to hike his 
prices last summer, he said overall Covid-
19 hasn’t negatively impacted his busi-
ness too much. In fact, in the last two 
years he’s actually seen his sales increase.

“I don’t know why,” he said. “The price of 
lobster went up. Everything went up. The 
catches went up and the last two to three 
years, I don’t know if it’s coincidence, the 
pandemic hitting at the same time or 

what, but I’ve been very busy.”
From his father building lobster traps to 

his father’s father crafting boats, wood-
working has been a long tradition in Mr 
Gavin’s family.

“I really like doing it,” he said, adding his 
grandfather on his mother’s side also 
worked with wood. “I like working with 
wood. It was just something I’ve always 
liked doing.”

Mr Gavin hopes his son will one day 
take over the business, keeping the family 
woodworking tradition going. 

“He’s been working with me since he 
was nine or 10-years old,” he said. His son 
is now 21. 

“My father taught him when he was a 
kid and he’s really good at making the 
traps,” Mr Gavin concluded.

We Wish all Island Fishers
a Safe & Successful Season

May your traps be full and price fair!

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am-5:00pm • Saturday 8am-12 noonOffice : 838-2531 • Cell: 969-0866 • Fax: 902-838-4008

16 MacDonald Rd, Brudenell  
Just off the A.A. MacDonald HWY

63106.mb

LOBSTER SEASON 
IS HERE AGAIN! 
And we would like to wish 
everyone GOOD FISHING  in 2022!

Central Northumberland Strait
Fishers Association
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We wish all Fishers 
a Safe and Successful 

2022 SEASON

63249.mb

SOUTHERN KINGS & QUEENS 
FISHERS ASSOC. 2008 INC
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A strong industry means good business 
for lobster trap builder

Marvin Gavin of the Tignish area has been custom-building traps for lobster fishers across the Maritimes for the past 20 years.   
                              Melissa Heald photo

Captain Josh Clory and the crew of All Jack’d Up returned to the wharf in Georgetown for a second load of 
traps on setting day 2021.
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Morell 
902-961-3030

Alberton
902-853-2400

Summerside
902-436-2101

Brudenell Centre, Montague
902-838-4401

TO SAVINGS THIS SEASON

LET US HELP
LIGHT YOUR WAY

TO SAVINGS TO SAVINGS THIS SEASONTHIS SEASON

LET US HELPLET US HELP
LIGHT YOUR WAYLIGHT YOUR WAY

We are YOUR authorized dealer for
Irving Lubricants
Now available 

at all 4 locations

• Brass Fittings
• Stainless Steel 
   Nuts & Bolts
• Anodes

•  Antifouling Paint
•  Boat Care Products
•  Gates Belts

We also carry complete lines of:

Protect your investment with 
Quality NAPA Gold Filters.

NAPA GOLD NAPA GOLD FilterFilter

NAPA the most trusted 
name in Marine Batteries.

NAPA NAPA Marine BatteriesMarine Batteries
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Montague                         838-5421

As Spring approaches
we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish our 
Island Fishers a safe and 

successful 2022 Fishing Season.

“If You Need it ... Rent It”Montague                                                 838-2000
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Hitachi Staplers & Nailers 
Sales & Service for Kodiac Pumps 
1” - 4” capacity available

High Pressure Washers
Hitachi Stapler & Nailers
Portable Electric Cement Mixers
for Trap Ballasting

WE SELL:

WE RENT:

Fishing Season Opens Soon!
...and we have 

everything you need!

Best Wishes
for a

Safe and
Profitable

2022
FISHING SEASON

to all our
Island Fishers

EASTERN 
KINGS

FISHERS
ASSOCIATION

63235
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Oyster fishers fare a bit better in 
year two of pandemic

By Jillian Trainor

jillian@peicanada.com

Oyster producers and growers 
are doing better during the sec-
ond year of the pandemic, but 
they still face complications and 
obstacles surrounding Covid-19.

“Our biggest week of the year 
is about a week or two before 
Christmas, and the Omicron 
restrictions were just hitting in 
that week,” said Martin O’Brien, 
of Cascumpec Bay Oyster Com-
pany, based out of Coleman. 

“At the start of the week we 
were having normal, big Christ-
mas orders, and by the end of 
the week we were having cancel-
lations, reduced orders and 
everything else. We really lost 
steam and the holidays were a 
lot less busy than usual.”

Mr O’Brien said January was 
also a quiet month, but things 
have been good since the start 
of February, and the company 
looks forward to a good year.

A lot of the business for oyster 
producers and growers is selling 
to pubs and restaurants, usually 
cocktail oysters. These oysters 
are a little smaller, usually 
between two-and-a-half and 
three-inches in length. During 
the pandemic, these businesses 
either closed completely, or 
switched to take-out only, which 
greatly impacted the fishers.

“When the pandemic first 
started, our business dropped 
severely. We went down maybe 
30 to 35 per cent. Everything was just smoked,” Wyatt Jeffery, co- owner and operator of Five Star 

Fisheries, based out of Milligan’s 
Wharf, said. 

“This winter it was not too bad. 
It was up maybe 75 to 80 per 
cent of what we’re used to. The 
cultured oysters for us, slowed 
down a lot. But this winter it was 
a lot better. Our standards mar-
kets were really good this year.”

While demand for oysters has 
gone up, the same can’t be said 
for prices, something Leslie 
Hardy of Leslie Hardy and Sons 
Ltd is concerned about.

“It would be so nice if we 
could get more for certain quali-
ties of oysters in the marketplace 
so we can pay the fishermen a 
little more,” he said. “I’m not talk-
ing about the cultivated oysters, 
I’m talking about wild oysters 
(from the public fishery).”

Mr Hardy said the province 
helped growers and producers 
last year, but he would like to see 
government do something to 
help the public fishery this year. 
The help he’s referring to is the 
$2.5 million investment in the 
Oyster Enhancement Fund proj-
ect. This spread about four mil-
lion oysters to various rivers in 
the province and was financed 

and administered in collabora-
tion with ACOA, PEI Aquaculture 
Alliance, PEI Shellfish Associa-
tion and provincial Department 
of Fisheries.

One of the concerns produc-
ers and growers have as they 
prepare to harvest oysters cur-
rently growing under the ice is 
the cost of shipping. Gas prices 
immediately increased after Rus-

Wyatt Jeffery, co-owner and operator of Five Star Shellfish, believes oyster fishers will fare out better this year but he’s unsure of pricing. The cost 
of processing and shipping has increased over the last few years which is concerning if fishers can no longer make a living in the industry. 
                Jillian Trainor photo
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• Slabs - Custom Sawing

PH/TEXT: 1-902-969-5079
1029 Wood Island Road, Brooklyn

TRAP 
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Oak-Hardwood-Juniper-Spruce
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MERCURY
Sea Pro 

Commercial Motors 

15 hp thru 300hp 
come with a two year 

commercial usage warranty

“SERVING MARITIME BOATERS SINCE 1983”

ronnie@quartermastermarine.com    dbrown@quartermastermarine.com

CHARLOTTETOWN, PEI    902-566-4450   www.quartermastermarine.com

is now accepting names of new and former employees
for our May to December Lobster Processing Season.

Please call 652-2316 
between 9-4 Monday thru Friday.

Tel 652-2316    Georgetown     Fax 652-2023
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A Safe and Successful Season to 
all Island Fishers in 2022

WEST PRINCE 
BOOKKEEPING LTD.
For all your accounting needs!

18 Gard Road, Bloomfield

902-853-3470

WISHING WISHING 
THE VERY BEST THE VERY BEST 
TO ALL ISLAND TO ALL ISLAND 

FISHERMEN!!FISHERMEN!!
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Leslie Hardy, of Leslie 
Hardy and Sons Ltd in 
East Bideford, said the 
second year of Covid-
19 was better than the 
first year because it 
was hard to know what 
the world was facing at 
that time. Things are 
going better this year, 
and while it’s not com-
pletely back to busi-
ness as usual, it’s defi-
nitely an improvement. 

Jillian Trainor photo

sia began its invasion of Ukraine 
on February 24, causing con-
cerns over what that will mean 
for the industry.

“It’s going to make a big differ-

ence,” Mr Hardy said. “Some peo-
ple travel a long way to fish. 
Transportation costs are really 
taking a big soar with Midland, 
they haul all our product, and 

they have to jump the prices up.”
Mr O’Brien said there is also 

an issue in the fact the cost of 
packaging has steadily increased 
over the last decade. This has 
meant the company has had to 
become more creative in trying 
to reduce its cost of operations.

“I’m working with companies 
that pay the shipping instead of 
me, so we probably have half our 
customers where I’m not the one 
actually paying,” he said. “They 
either have their own trucks, or 
it’s normal practice in their busi-
ness. That’s helping to take pres-

sure off me. It’s mitigating it to 
have my customers a little more 
self-dependent on the shipping.”

So far, conditions look good 
for the coming season, but price 
will always be a concern.

“I think we’re going to have a 
little better year, but I don’t know 

about the price,” Mr Jeffery said. 
“If the sales are good, if we get 

the price up a little bit, we’ll be 
able to pay a little more for the 
oysters. The fishermen, you have 
to keep them happy, if you don’t 
they’ll quit fishing and go else-
where.”

Wishing all Wishing all 
Island fishersIsland fishers

a bountiful season!a bountiful season!

Broker of:
Fishing Licenses

Fishing Boats
Lobster Traps

Fishing Supplies

Mark HackettMark Hackett
Tignish, PE
Ph 902-882-3332
Cell 902-856-2884
mdkk4@hotmail.com

Hackett Enterprises Inc.
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peicanada.com

Mark MacNeill pulls his boat, Megan Rebecca, away from the 
wharf in Murray Harbour. He was on his way to the fishing grounds 
to set his last load of traps on opening day in 2021. 
     Heather Moore photo



By Charlotte MacAulay

charlotte@peicanada.com

When Julio Sanchez took his 
first trip to PEI the tug to put 
down roots was strong.

In May of 2021 the St Peter’s 
Bay resident opened Julio’s Sea-

food Market at St Peter’s Landing 
and with a very successful first 
season under his belt he looks 
forward to opening again in a 
couple of months.

Before moving to PEI Mr San-
chez lived in Toronto where he 
knew his dream to own a house 

and, yes, a chicken coop, would 
be out of reach in the city. But 
when he came to PEI on vacation 
he realized it was the place for 
him.

“It took a couple of years but in 
2016 I was able to buy a house 
and six months after that I made 
a chicken coop,” he said.

The St Peter’s Bay resident soon 
realized his new-found commu-
nity had much more to offer. 
Within a short time he was knee-
deep in volunteering with both 
the St Peter’s and Area Develop-
ment Corporation and the Wild 
Blueberry Festival.

With his eye on the community 
he was inspired to look at the 
possibility of opening a market.

He saw an opportunity and 
approached Mickey Rose of MR 
Seafoods with the idea of that 
business setting up shop in St 
Peter’s.

Mr Rose offered another sug-
gestion.

“He turned it around and said 
‘if you are interested I will help 
you,’” Mr Sanchez said.

Mr Sanchez then worked for 
MR Seafoods both on the food 
trucks in various communities 
across the Island and in the retail 
shop in Charlottetown.

“He gave me the opportunity to 
learn the business inside out,” Mr 
Sanchez said. 

That experience gave him the 
confidence to open his own busi-
ness.

Julio’s Seafood Market is open 
from May to mid-October and 
carries a wide variety of fresh 
local seafood including live and 
cooked lobster, scallops, tuna and 
halibut, oyster hake and mussels.

“Ninety-nine per cent of what 
we sell is local,” Mr Sanchez said.

Products from other local 
entrepreneurs are also available.

Mr Sanchez realized early on 

the importance of businesses 
working together in promoting 
one another.

He points to implementing a 
‘weekly vendor’ event featuring 
the various partnerships he has 
with companies such as Maritime 
Madness and Souris Sauces as a 
popular way of promotion.

During the first season locals 
and tourists alike became fast 

supporters, said Mr Sanchez.
He strives to make it a custom-

er experience as opposed to a 
transaction.

Mr Sanchez was the 2022 recip-
ient of the Eastern PEI Chamber 
of Commerce New Business of 
the Year Award.

 He said he was thrilled and 
honoured to be recognized by 
the local business community.

75 Wharf Lane, Beach Point      902-962-4340

From everyone at

Beach Point 
Processing 
Company

NOW ACCEPTING NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!APPLICATIONS!  

We wish 
all involved

with the 2022
Fishery
a safe & 

successful 
season
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Wishing All Fishers a Safe Wishing All Fishers a Safe 
and Successful 2022 Season.and Successful 2022 Season.

902-687-3113 902-687-3332

Main Street

All your Shopping Needs
One Convenient Location.

175 Main Street, Souris PEI

63069.mb

We wish all
Island Fishers

a safe and successful
2022 Season!

Murray Harbour             962-3266 63073.mb

Have A Safe Season

Machon’s Point Fishermen’s Co-op

www.stewartandbeck.ca 90 years locally owned and operated
63077.mb

838-2291 Hardware Location: 
568 Main Street, Montague

Lumber Location: 
5320 Main Street, Montague838-2100

$$42.42.9999
It's Time To Paint The BoatIt's Time To Paint The BoatIt's Time To Paint The Boat

5 colours
· Jamaica Orange
· Sunset Orange
· Hot Pink
· Saturn Yellow
· Turf Green

Buoy PaintFishermen's 
Paint

4 colors 
· white
· grey
· red
· green
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Julio Sanchez was honoured to receive recognition recently from the Eastern PEI Chamber of Commerce. The owner of 
Julio’s Seafood Market, a St Peter’s Bay business that opened in May 2021 was awarded the New Business of the Year 
Award at the 2022 Excellence Awards. Presenting the award was Clint Myers from CBDC. Martina MacDonald, Executive 
Director Rural Action Centre was also on hand to congratulate Mr Sanchez.              Charlotte MacAulay photo 

Julio Sanchez, owner of Julio’s Seafood Market discov-
ered a two-tone, half male half female lobster  in his stock 
at the St Peter’s Bay shop last year. He returned the 
unusual specimen to the sea.                  Submitted photo

New fish market in St Peter’s Bay 
off to a successful start
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