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BLOOMINGTON, IL – After over 10 years of service, Central Illinois Arena Management will 

Đease ŵaŶagiŶg the U.S. Cellulaƌ Coliseuŵ oŶ Apƌil ϭ, ϮϬϭ6, oƌ shoƌtlǇ theƌeafteƌ. ͞I ƌeĐeiǀed a 
call from John Butler late this morning notifying me that CIAM would no longer be the 

ŵaŶageŵeŶt ĐoŵpaŶǇ foƌ the Coliseuŵ,͟ CitǇ MaŶageƌ Daǀid Hales said. ͞This Đoŵes afteƌ 
ŵoŶths of ŶegotiatioŶs ǁheƌeiŶ the CitǇ has foĐused oŶ iŵpleŵeŶtiŶg Ŷeǁ ͚iŶdustƌǇ staŶdaƌds͛ 
iŶto a poteŶtial Ŷeǁ ŵaŶageŵeŶt agƌeeŵeŶt,͟ aĐĐoƌdiŶg to Hales. ͞I ǁould like to peƌsoŶallǇ 
thank John for his commitment to a smooth transition and for the work he and his team have 

doŶe oǀeƌ the Ǉeaƌs, iŶĐludiŶg staƌtiŶg the Coliseuŵ͛s opeƌatioŶs,͟ Hales said. ͞I ǁill ďe 
ƌepoƌtiŶg to the CitǇ CouŶĐil ǀeƌǇ shoƌtlǇ oŶ ouƌ tƌaŶsitioŶ plaŶ aŶd Ŷeǆt steps,͟ he added. 

͞The eǆistiŶg ŵaŶageŵeŶt agƌeeŵeŶt ĐoŶtaiŶed a ƌight of fiƌst ƌefusal foƌ CIAM to ĐoŶtiŶue 
managing the Coliseum for another five years, but it also required the parties to agree to the 

teƌŵs of the ƌeŶeǁal,͟ aĐĐoƌdiŶg to Jeff JuƌgeŶs, CoƌpoƌatioŶ CouŶsel. ͞Foƌ the last seǀeƌal 
months our focus has been on negotiating a contract that contains high benchmarks for 

performance and essentially restƌuĐtuƌes hoǁ the Coliseuŵ is opeƌated aŶd ŵaŶaged,͟ JuƌgeŶs 
said. ͞We ǁeƌe alǁaǇs aǁaƌe it ǁas a possiďilitǇ that CIAM ŵaǇ Ŷot agƌee to the Ŷeǁ teƌŵs, so 
ǁe ǁill haǀe Ŷeǁ ŵaŶageŵeŶt optioŶs to ƌoll out to the CouŶĐil ǀeƌǇ ƋuiĐklǇ,͟ JuƌgeŶs added. 
AccordiŶg to Hales, ͞We aŶtiĐipate a ǀeƌǇ sŵooth tƌaŶsitioŶ aŶd the opeƌatioŶs aŶd eǀeŶts ǁill 
ĐoŶtiŶue as plaŶŶed at the Coliseuŵ.͟ 

͞I appƌeĐiate the ǁoƌk that JohŶ Butleƌ aŶd his teaŵ haǀe doŶe at the Coliseuŵ, ďut also look 
forward to seeing what a new managemeŶt teaŵ ĐaŶ offeƌ the CitǇ,͟ aĐĐoƌdiŶg to MaǇoƌ Taƌi 
ReŶŶeƌ. ͞This is aŶ oppoƌtuŶitǇ foƌ the CitǇ to take a Ŷeǁ look at the hoǁ the Coliseuŵ is 
opeƌated, ďƌiŶg ŵoƌe tƌaŶspaƌeŶĐǇ, aŶd iŵpleŵeŶt a Ŷeǁ appƌoaĐh to the CitǇ͛s ƌelatioŶship 
with the Coliseum maŶageƌ,͟ ReŶŶeƌ added.  
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