
Secure measures 
lifted on Boquist
State senator need not give 

notice to enter the capitol
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OVBC survey says Oregonians 

look out for their neighbors
Oregon Values and Belief Center finds trust is high 

among citizens who live nearby each other 
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Every kid deserves to re-
ceive a Christmas present. 

This sentiment is why, for 
93 years, local organizers of 
Toy and Joy have provided 
hundreds of presents each De-
cember to children from low-
er-income families in their 
communities. 

“Gift-giving around the 
holidays is a centuries/mil-
lennia-old tradition,” Corrine 
Haning, Tualatin Valley Fire 
and Rescue’s public affairs 
officer, said via email. “Toy 
and Joy seeks to spread holi-
day cheer to those who might 
not otherwise receive a gift, 
with the hope that each child 
feels cared for by the commu-
nity.”

And each year, without fail, 
all of Newberg steps up to do 
just that.   

While the event’s key facili-
tators consist of Tualatin Val-
ley Fire & Rescue, the TVF&R 
Volunteer Association and 
former Newberg Fire Depart-

ment’s firefighters and volun-
teers, many local programs, 
organizations and families 
play important roles as well. 

Shop With a Cop, Operation 
Christmas Smiles, Love INC., 
Salvation Army, Newberg 
FISH and Virginia Garcia Me-
morial Health Center help the 
three main organizers get con-
nected with and serve as ma-

ny needy families as possible. 
The Bowlby family, who op-

erate a toy drive in honor of a 
late son, have contributed 
thousands of dollars’ worth of 
toys to the event. 

Additionally, TVF&R, St. 
Paul Rodeo volunteers, the 
George Fox University dance 
team and Providence New-
berg Medical Center staff are 

helping to wrap presents this 
year. 

A time-consuming event, 
preparations for Toy and Joy 
began in the fall, with donated 
presents trickling in at the be-
ginning of November. A few 
days before Thanksgiving, 
volunteers set up Toyland - 
where kids were treated to a 
“shopping experience” - in the 

Newberg School District facili-
ties building for the second 
year in a row. Gift wrapping 
began Nov. 29. 

Dec. 17 marks distribution 
day, during which children 
are matched as closely as pos-
sible with gifts that resemble 
the items on their ‘wish list.’ 
Older kids, who tend to be 
harder to shop for, obtain a 
gift card and a smaller gift. 

While still a drive-thru 
event (a decision made during 
the pandemic), Haning said 
Toy and Joy remains a “fes-
tive atmosphere for families,” 
boasting Santa and displaying 
several of TVF&R’s antique 
apparatus. 

As of Dec. 1, 191 children 
across 79 families have regis-
tered to receive gifts. Last 
year, 500 children from nearly 
200 families took home pres-
ents. With just a few days left 
before the Dec. 9 application 
deadline, Haning said organiz-
ers hope to hit similar num-
bers. 

To register a child for a Toy 
and Joy gift, log on to tvfr.
com/newbergtoyandjoy or 
visit Krohn’s Appliance dur-
ing business hours. Only par-
ents or legal guardians may 
apply. 

For learn more or to ask questions 

about Toy and Joy, call TVF&R at 

503-259-1502 or email them at 

events@tvfr.com.

More than 100 
local children  
will receive gifts 
this December 

Newberg community cares  
for youth through Toy and Joy
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For 93 years, local organizers of Toy and Joy have provided hundreds of presents each December to children from lower-income families in their communities. 
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Dec. 17 marks distribution day, during which children are matched as close as possible with gifts that 
resemble the items on their ‘wish list.’ 

Conservative residents 
skeptical about whether 
‘quick’ search for city 
councilor’s replacement 
isn’t politically motivated

Recruitment 
process for 
Bacon’s 
replacement 
under fire

By MEGAN STEWART
Pamplin Media Group

Despite some public and 
internal pushback, the New-
berg City Council is moving 
forward with plans to re-
place former District 3 
Councilor Denise Bacon, 
who died from lung compli-
cations last month. 

On Nov. 21, the council voted 
3-2 to declare a vacancy and 
start a month-long recruitment 
process for the representative 
role, which ends on Dec. 19. 
Councilors Elise Yarnell Holla-
mon, Stephanie Findley and 
Jefferson Mildenberger voted 
in favor, while Mike McBride 
and Peggy Kilburg dissented. 

By GARY ALLEN
Pamplin Media Group

Local voters now have in 
their hands the means to 
elect or re-elect three repre-
sentatives to the Newberg 
City Council after ballots 
were mailed Nov. 30.

The race for the three posi-
tions on the council pits Dis-
trict 2 incumbent Peggy Kil-
burg against challenger Casey 
Banks, District 4 incumbent 
Jefferson Mildenberger 
against challenger Robyn 
Wheatley, and District 6 in-
cumbent Stephanie Findley 
against challenger Derek Car-
mon.

The supplemental election 
came about because of a print-
ing error on ballots distributed 
for the Nov. 8 election — al-
though all councilors are elect-
ed at large, only voters within 

Ballots for Dec. 20 
supplemental election 
mailed in races for 
Districts 2, 4 and 6

Fate of three 
council 
spots now  
in Newberg 
voters’ hands
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