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NEWS IS CHANGING RAPIDLY  |  For breaking stories, COVID-19 news and the latest headlines, visit pamplinmedia.com

Cheers to Black Rose
Couple opens new liquor store 

on 182nd Avenue

— See Page A2

Winning on the line
Centennial sinks free throws 

en route to victory

— See SPORTS, A8

By ANNA DEL SAVIO
Pamplin Media Group

A majority of Oregonians trust 
their neighbors and believe they’d 
help them out in a pinch, a new 
survey from the Oregon Values 
and Beliefs Center found.

Christopher Webster, a North Port-
land resident, defined neighborliness 
as “a mutual responsibility for people 
who live near each other.” Laurie 
Holst, a Corvallis resident, defined it 
as “an awareness of what is going on 
around you, on your own block.”

For some Oregonians, that means 
keeping an eye out for potential crimi-
nal activity. But for others, the focus is 
on building a sense of community and 
helping each other with the more 
mundane tasks of life, from bringing 
in the trash bins to borrowing a lawn 
mower.

Holst landscaped a portion of her 
front yard with a small rock river and 
added toys to entertain the children 
that toddle by with their parents. 

An unknown neighbor once added 
some sweetly painted rocks to the 
yard.

A former teacher, Holst said she 
missed connecting with kids.

“That was my way (to) just get to 
know some of the younger families in 
this area,” Holst said. Now, “they 
know our dog’s name, our cat’s name, 
my name.”

Almost 65% of Oregonians said peo-
ple in their neighborhoods talk to and 

OVBC fi nds trust is high 
among citizens who live 
nearby one another

Oregonians 
look out for 
neighbors, 
survey says

By MAX EGENER
Pamplin Media Group

Oregon health officials are urg-
ing people to stay vigilant and get 
two doses of the vaccine for mpox 
— formerly known as monkeypox 
or hMPXV — after a recent uptick 
in cases of the virus.

“While the number of new mpox 
cases in Oregon has been on a steady 
decline, this latest increase in cases 
tells us that mpox is still here,” said 
Tim Menza, senior health advisor for 

the Oregon Health Authority’s mpox 
response.

The World Health Organization an-
nounced a long-awaited name change 
on Monday, Nov. 28, for the decades-
old disease that causes people to de-
velop a painful skin rash or sores, say-
ing that its original name plays into 
“racist and stigmatizing language.”

After an outbreak of the virus that 
started earlier this year peaked in Au-
gust at 10 to 15 per week statewide, 
the number of cases in Oregon 
dropped, with only two or three cases 
being reported per week at its lowest 
levels, Menza said.

This month has seen a rise in cases, 
however, with 19 cases being reported 
since Nov. 9, health officials reported 
on Tuesday, Nov. 29.

There have been 265 cases of mpox 
in Oregon, with 65% of them in Mult-
nomah County, according to state da-
ta.

The highest infection rates are 

among men, Black and Latino/Hispan-
ic people and those aged between 30 
and 39.

Gay and bisexual men have made 
up the majority of cases, although 
health officials emphasize the virus 
can infect anyone and there’s nothing 
specific about people who have sex 
with men that puts them at higher 
risk.

Mpox spreads primarily through 
close, skin-to-skin contact, most often 
through intimate or sexual contact. It 
can also spread during contact with 
the lesions of an infected individual 
through a caregiving relationship, 
such as a parent caring for a child or 
an adult caretaker of another person.

Oregon health officials are urging 
medical providers to keep mpox in 

mind when seeing patients with con-
sistent symptoms regardless of re-
ported risk.

Menza said the initial large de-
crease in cases in Oregon and nation-
wide was a result of changes in behav-
ior driven by a community-based re-
sponse. This summer, Multnomah 
County health officials met with com-
munity groups that serve the LGBTQ, 
Black and Latino communities to 
share information about mpox and 
make prevention resources, including 
vaccines, available. They also worked 
with LGBTQ bars to boost education 
efforts.

There are many at-risk people who 
have not yet received a first dose of 

Two doses of mpox vaccine urged amid uptick in cases
Health offi cials say 
increase means virus 
still in community
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Two doses of mpox vaccine urged amid uptick in cases
VACCINATIONS

People who suspect they have mpox 
should contact their health care pro-
vider to let them know before going in 
to be seen. Those who don’t have a 
health care provider can call 2-1-1 or 
their local public health authority to 
get help fi nding a clinic or health care 
provider. Vaccine clinics can also be 
searched by ZIP code with an mpox 
vaccine locator tool available at mpox-
vaxmap.org.

By CHRISTOPHER KEIZUR
Pamplin Media Group

C
hristmas magic shone 
across East Multnomah 
County last weekend as the 
four cities lit up their trees 

with plenty of festivities. 
Gresham, Troutdale, Fairview and 

Wood Village all hosted traditional 
tree lighting ceremonies for the hol-
idays, making for a busy two days 
for locals wanting to soak up the ma-
ny winter wonderlands and visits 
with Santa Claus, who relied on his 
trusty reindeer to make it to all four 
gatherings. 

The 31st Spirit of Gresham event 
was held Saturday, Dec. 3, transform-
ing the Gresham Arts Plaza, 401 N.E. 
Second St., into the North Pole. There 
were vendor booths with giveaways 
and warm drinks; cupcakes and car-
oling from the Mt. Hood Community 
College choir; photos with Santa and 
Mrs. Claus; and lots of lights and dec-
orations. Lining the roadways were 
the entries for the second annual 
Holiday Light Cruise, which made its 
way through the town and parked at 
the plaza. 

“It is very nice to see all of you this 
evening,” said Gresham Mayor Tra-
vis Stovall, who flipped the switch to 
light the city’s tree. “Happy holi-
days.” 

Fire Chief Scott Lewis walked 
around the plaza in a Santa hat pass-
ing out candy canes to kids. 

“It’s great when the community 
can come together like this,” he said. 
“A great way to kick off the holiday 
season.”

Sharing sugary treats is Lewis’ mo-
dus operandi. The week before 
Christmas he walks through the Fire 
Department passing out Ho Ho treats. 

“I go around telling everyone “ho, 

ho,” they just roll their eyes at me,” 
Lewis said.

Lewis, Police Chief Travis Gull-
berg, City Manager Nina Vetter and 
Stovall took the stage to officially 
light the city’s tree. It was smaller 
than usual — the iconic 60-foot living 
Ponderosa pine was left dark this sea-
son. Blustery winds kept breaking 

ABOVE CENTER: Troutdale lit 
its tree with a dusting of snow 

Sunday, Dec. 4. 
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ABOVE LEFT: Santa helped switch on the 
Christmas tree lights before taking 
photos with kids at Wood Village City 
Hall.

RIGHT: Fairview also held its tree 
lighting Saturday with the Walt Morey 
Middle School Choir performing 
beforehand. 
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Winter 
Wonderlands

ho,” they just roll their eyes at me,” 

ABOVE CENTER: 
its tree with a dusting of snow 

Sunday, Dec. 4. 
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BELOW: Santa met 
with kids in 
Gresham during 
the tree lighting.
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