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Operation 

Santa Claus
Clackamas Fire collects toys, 

food for families in need in 
Boring, Clackamas

 See page A14

Off  to a good start
Sandy girls basketball opens 

season with a win.

 See SPORTS, A12
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By BRIT ALLEN
Pamplin Media Group

Citing staffing shortages as 
the main catalyst and project-
ing a reopening sometime in 
the fall, the Sandy office of 
the Department of Motor Ve-

hicles closed on May 
31, one of six offices 
that locked their 
doors. Now, Novem-
ber has come and 
gone, and the DMV 
remains shuttered.

But there is a glim-
mer of hope for a re-
opening.

Rep. Lori Kuechler, 
D-Sandy, is actively working 
with the state agency to remedy 
the situation.

To be fully staffed, the Sandy 
DMV needs five staff members. 

In May, the DMV re-
ported there was one 
vacancy, which was 
made more impactful 
by the fact that the 
Gresham, Gladstone 
and Sandy offices share 
staff.

Because of how busy 
the summer season typ-
ically is, DMV officials 

chose to close the Sandy office 
and reserve staff they had for 
other locations rather than navi-
gate a flood of customers with 
too few employees.

“We’ve never, in decades, had 
this kind of situation before,” 
DMV public affairs specialist 
David House said at the time of 
the closures. “The number of ap-
plicants is drastically smaller 
than it used to be.”

The Gresham location on 
181st Avenue and the Gladstone 
location were both down 20% in 
staffing levels. The Southeast 
Portland location was reported-
ly down by one-third. Across the 
state, House explained, there 
was an average staffing deficit 

House District 52
representative 
focuses on 
constituents’ issues

Rep. Lori Kuechler works with DMV to reopen Sandy location
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The Sandy DMV was one of six to be temporarily closed as of May 31. 

By ANNA DEL SAVIO
Pamplin Media Group

A majority of Oregonians trust 
their neighbors and believe they’d 
help them out in a pinch, a new sur-
vey from the Oregon Values and Be-
liefs Center found.

Christopher Webster, a North Port-
land resident, defined neighborliness as 
“a mutual responsibility for people who 
live near each other.” Laurie Holst, a 
Corvallis resident, defined it as “an 
awareness of what is going on around 
you, on your own block.”

For some Oregonians, that means 
keeping an eye out for potential criminal 
activity. But for others, the focus is on 
building a sense of community and help-
ing each other with the more mundane 
tasks of life, from bringing in the trash 
bins to borrowing a lawn mower.

Holst landscaped a portion of her 
front yard with a small rock river and 
added toys to entertain the children that 
toddle by with their parents. 

An unknown neighbor once added 
some sweetly painted rocks to the yard.

A former teacher, Holst said she 
missed connecting with kids.

“That was my way (to) just get to 
know some of the younger families in 
this area,” Holst said. Now, “they know 
our dog’s name, our cat’s name, my 
name.”

Almost 65% of Oregonians said people 
in their neighborhoods talk to and help 
one another, but that response varied 
among different groups. 

Among Oregonians with at least 
$100,000 in annual income, 78% said their 
neighbors talk to and help one another. 
Only 56% of those making $50,000 or less 

OVBC fi nds trust is high 
among citizens who live 
nearby one another

Oregonians 
look out for 
neighbors, 
survey says
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The holiday season in Sandy and 
Boring has begun, and both commu-
nities commemorated the kick off 
of glad tidings with holiday 
cheer this weekend. 

Sandy city staff (enlisted 
by Santa to join his elves) 
hosted the annual tree 
lighting ceremony from 
6-7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 2. 

At 6:15 p.m. Mayor Stan Pul-
liam lit Centennial Plaza and gave a 
few words. Community volunteer DJ 
Anderson emceed the event.

“It’s always special to gather with 
neighbors to light the tree,” Pulliam 
said. “One thing that always remains 
unique about Sandy is our continued 

sense of community and that was on 
full display last night at the tree 

lighting and the new holiday 
lights at Meinig display. San-

dy’s the most wonderful 
place to be during the holi-
days.”  

Sandy High School 
Choir filled the town center 

with a joyful noise while 
Santa Claus collected letters 

and posed for photos. Hot cocoa 
and cookies provided by AntFarm 
and Tollgate Bakery were also a big 
hit, as well as the courtesy candy 
canes contributed by the Rotary 

Sandy residents of Sandy residents of 
all ages marveled all ages marveled 
at the brightly lit at the brightly lit 
tree in Centennial tree in Centennial 

Plaza on Friday, Plaza on Friday, 
Dec. 2, provided Dec. 2, provided 

by Knapp Farms. by Knapp Farms. 

A�  is calm,

The holiday season in Sandy and sense of community and that was on 

a�  is brighta�  is bright Sandy, Boring light up Sandy, Boring light up 
the night to kick off the night to kick off 
season of holiday cheerseason of holiday cheer
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Sandy High 
School Choir 
sang seasonal 
tunes at the 
annual tree 
lighting 
ceremony in 
Centennial 
Plaza on 
Friday, under 
the direction 
of Alec Chase. 
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Love Project 2022
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2020 E. POWELL BLVD 
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