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For more than 48 years, Clacka-
mas Fire staff and volunteers have 
collected toys and food for those 
without during the winter holiday 
season in an effort they call Opera-
tion Santa Claus. 

This year, the tradition continues, 
and kicked off on Nov. 30, Santa riding 
in a fire engine at four neighborhood 

parades. Different than previous 
years, donations will not be accepted 
during the parades.

The mission of Operation Santa 
Claus is to gather nonperishable food 
items as well as new, unwrapped toys 
for families in need of holiday cheer. 

Clackamas Fire will host five dona-
tion drop-off events throughout the 
fire district from Dec. 3-11. In addition, 
Clackamas Fire is discouraging com-
munity members from dropping off 
donations at any of their community 
fire stations this year.

In 2021, more than 8,000 pounds of 
food and 3,000 toys were distributed. 

“As we look towards the holiday 
season, our focus is on hope, charity 

and serving others. We know some 
families are struggling, and the need is 
as great as ever,” said Fire Chief Nick 
Browne. “Clackamas Fire’s Operation 

Estacada Sparkles
Community celebrates holiday 

season with lighting 
of Christmas tree
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Estacada boys basketball takes 
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Clackamas Fire collects toys, food for families
Operation Santa Claus 
donations accepted at 
events through Dec. 11

Clackamas Fire 
will accept 
donations of 
toys and food 
for Operation 
Santa Claus at 
five drop-off 
events through 
Dec. 11. 
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“As we look towards the 
holiday season, our focus is on 
hope, charity and serving 
others. We know some families 
are struggling, and the need is 
as great as ever.”

— Clackamas Fire Chief Nick Browne

A 
cheer rose up from downtown Es-
tacada Thursday afternoon as 
hundreds came together to cele-
brate an amazing group of boys 

who accomplished something never before 
done in Estacada. 

The community put together a parade to 
honor Estacada football winning the 2022 
state championship. Throughout the preces-
sion there was a joyous din perhaps only 
rivaled by the raucous crowd that shook off 
post-Thanksgiving lethargy to pack the 
stands and turn a neutral title bout into a 
Rangers home game. 

“This has been a crazy week,” said Coach 

Andy Mott. “The Estacada fans are un-
matched anywhere in the state, they are a 
part of our program.”

Thursday afternoon, Dec. 1, was all about 
the players giving back and saying thanks 
for the support, regardless of the outcome 
on the field. The Rangers piled onto an over-
sized trailer, decorated by a team of parents 
with tinsel, photos, and a giant goalpost. 

The team was escorted along the pa-
rade route, which wound through down-
town and stopped at Estacada Middle 
School, Clackamas River Elementary, 
and River Mill Elementary School, by 
Estacada Fire and the Clackamas Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department. The sidewalks 
were lined with cheering fans, and pass-
ing cars blared their horns in apprecia-
tion. 

In the elementary schools there were 
chants of “Let’s go Rangers,” and singalongs 
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RALLYING FOR THE

RANGERSParade through Estacada 
celebrates football team’s 
fi rst state championship

ABOVE: The 
Rangers 

cruised 
through 
town on a 
float 
decorated 
by parents. 

LEFT: Coach 
Andy Mott 

has been 
caught up in 

the whirlwind of 
congratulations 

since leading the 
Rangers to a state 
trophy. 

In the elementary schools there were 
chants of “Let’s go Rangers,” and singalongs 
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Andy Mott 

has been 
caught up in 
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congratulations 

since leading the 
Rangers to a state 
trophy. 
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