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Incoming state Rep. Brian Stout 
has been accused of sexual abuse.

In a filing seeking a protective order, 
a woman claimed she had been in a con-
sensual sexual relationship with Stout 
before he became sexually abusive.

A Columbia County Circuit Court 
judge granted the protective order last 
month, prohibiting Stout from having 
contact with the alleged victim.

Stout’s attorney filed a motion to ter-
minate the protective order, but a dif-
ferent judge denied that motion Mon-
day, Dec. 5. A full evidentiary hearing 
is scheduled for Jan. 13 — just days 
before Stout will join his first legisla-
tive session as the representative of 
House District 31.

The woman outlined multiple inci-
dents in 2020 and 2021, in which Stout 
allegedly groped her, proceeded with 
sexual contact even after she said no, 
and threatened to harm himself, her, or 
her friends or family.

Stout’s wife walked in on one encoun-
ter, after which Stout said he was going 
to kill himself, the woman alleged.

“Brian threatened to kill me if I ever 
told about us. Once by 
saying he would shove 
me off a cliff. Second 
time he said he would 
slit my throat,” the 
woman wrote in the pe-
tition for a protective 
order. On separate oc-
casions, he threatened 
to “blow his head off” 
and jump off his roof, 
the woman alleged.

Stout has denied the woman’s allega-
tions.

Melinda Bernert, the host of a KOHI 
radio show and a former staffer for 
Democrat state Rep. Brad Witt, first re-
ported the allegations against Stout on 
Friday, Dec. 2.

The incidents described in the peti-
tion for a protective order happened 
more than a year ago, but the petition 
was filed Nov. 7, 2022.

Stout’s attorney, Nicholas Herman, 
argued that the timing of the petition 
“speaks volumes to the real reason why 
the petition was filed — to put verifiably 
false and malicious allegations in the 
public record one day before the elec-
tion in which (Stout) was on the ballot.”

Stout, through his attorney, claimed 
the woman is a “political operative who 
assisted at least one of (Stout’s) oppo-
nents in this election cycle.”

Seeking a protective order “has sim-
ply been a political hatchet job and not 
an honest request for legal protection 
from purported sexual abuse,” Stout’s 
attorney wrote.

Stout’s attorney noted that a records 
request for the court records was filed 
by “a consultant with a political action 
committee” — though that woman, Ma-
cie Leach, is a consultant with the Bring 
Balance to Salem political action com-
mittee, which was formed to elect Re-
publicans to the state Legislature.

Stout won the Nov. 8 election by 
nearly 19 points over Democrat An-
thony Sorace.

As of press time, Stout had not re-
sponded to questions about the allega-
tions.

Judge grants restraining 
order over alleged 
incidents in 2020-21
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The organizer of the annual St. 
Helens and Scappoose Christmas 
Parades has re-named the event, 
but no worry. You’ll still see San-
ta and donations will be accepted 
to help the Columbia Pacific Food 
Bank. 

Organizer Angela Wayman has 
re-christened the event “The Spirit 
of Christmas 7-Mile Challenge,” and 
the St. Helens Parade begins 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 10, followed by the 
Scappoose Parade, which starts 4:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 17. 

Santa and elves will be on hand to 
provide holiday enjoyment for kids 
of all ages. 

“We go in and out of different 
neighborhoods,” Wayman said. “We 
collect the food and kids get to see 
Santa ... we’ve now added the grinch 
and we have a couple of elves. We’re 
just trying to slowly make this thing 
bigger and be able to pick up the food 
for the food bank.” 

The parade in St. Helens begins at 
Columbia/Sunset boulevards and 
the Scappoose route starts at Crown 
Zellerbach and Northeast Second 
Street.  

Wayman said, “This year, the Co-
lumbia Pacific Food Bank was look-
ing for special things for their cli-
ents, so we’re picking up holiday 
food items.” 

To make the holiday special for de-
serving families, organizers are ask-
ing for donations such as pumpkin 
puree, sage, stuffing, instant pota-
toes, gravy mix, canned sweet pota-
toes and canned vegetables. But all 
donations are welcome. 

This is a particularly rough time 
of year for families, considering the 
high cost of grocery items and gas-
oline. Wayman hopes the food 

drive will help out. 
“There are so many people going 

without,” Wayman said. “Every little 
bit helps. Not only that, but it’s so 
much fun to get out there and spread 
love and joy to others.”

Wayman continued, “When you’re 
turning the corner and you see that 
magic light in kids’ eyes, that does 
something to your heart that nothing 
else can.” 

Spirit of Christmas events aid 
Columbia Pacifi c Food Bank

By ANNA DEL SAVIO
Pamplin Media Group

N
o major faults were found 
in Columbia County’s re-
view of how emergency 
management responded to 

a deadly fire that broke out at Co-
lumbia Hills Retirement Center on 
Oct. 5.

The review focused on “the ac-
tions taken after fire was extin-
guished and the mass care part of the 
response was enacted,” officials 
said.

Fire investigators determined the 
fire was a human-caused accident. 
After the fire started, oxygen cylin-
ders in that apartment exploded.

The fire killed Linda Newman, 74, 
and sent several other residents to 
the hospital. All 31 units of the se-
nior apartment complex were evacu-
ated, which meant emergency re-
sponders had to find shelter for 
those who were forced out of their 
homes after midnight.

Residents walked next door to 
Spring Meadows Assisted Living 
Community, where they waited 
while shelter was secured at Best 
Western St. Helens.

Columbia County Commissioner 
Henry Heimuller secured a bus from 
CC Rider and drove evacuees to the 
hotel.

St. Helens police and Columbia 
River Fire & Rescue crews were the 
first to arrive on scene, but other 
agencies arrived soon after.

Though the report found the local 
response was largely effective, it 
highlighted areas for improvement 
— some of which could become big-
ger issues in a larger-scale emer-
gency.

Most of the recommendations 
from the report centered around 
communication, both before an event 
and in the immediate aftermath of an 
event. Through building response 
teams with defined roles before an 
emergency and defining clear objec-
tives and roles immediately after an 
incident, “second responders” could 

have more efficient and effective re-
sponses, it found.

Shaun Brown, deputy director of 
Columbia County Emergency Man-
agement, said that having a fire per-
sonnel liaison, in this case Scappoose 
Fire Chief Jeff Pricher, “working at 
911 during the event, to help coordi-
nate resources,” helped streamline 
the response.

Columbia County Emergency 
Management director Chris Carey 
said the response should include “a 
checklist of who are we contacting in 
what situations, what community or-
ganizations,” noting that he didn’t 
think to contact Community Action 
Team for the initial 3 a.m. call, but 
should have.

The lack of ADA-accessible tempo-
rary housing was also an issue, with 
some wheelchair-bound evacuees 
having to be pulled up stairs to ac-
cess the second-floor hotel rooms 
they were placed in, Heimuller said.

Best Western was “very, very ac-
commodating” and “as helpful as 
they could be,” Heimuller noted.

Heimuller, a former paramedic 
and current member of the Columbia 
911 board, has been the county board 
of commissioners’ primary contact 
for emergency response. His final 
term on the board ends in December.

“I’m the guy that gets the phone 
calls from 911. I’m the guy whose 
phone rings in these situations. And 
I wonder about that,” Heimuller said.

■ Response was 
effective, but 
there’s room for 
improvement, 
offi cials say

Columbia Hills fire highlights need 
for more emergency coordination
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All the residents of the Columbia Hills apartment complex were evacuated after a fire broke out early on Oct. 5.

2021 Christmas 
parade 
entertains kids 
of all ages.
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SANTA AND ELVES VISIT:
St. Helens . . . . . . . . . . Dec. 10
Scappoose  . . . . . . . . . Dec. 17

Enter to win at cli.re/holidayfun

ENTER TO WIN FUN PRIZES

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY


