
By JIM REDDEN
Pamplin Media Group

The Portland City Council 
approved Mayor Ted Wheel-
er’s $27 million request to 
jumpstart his plan to end 
unsanctioned homeless 
camping in Portland. 

Among other things, the 
plan would create six sanc-
tioned encampments capable 
of housing and providing ser-
vices to 250 people each.

“The status quo has failed, it 
no longer works. It’s not at the 
scale it needs to be, it’s not 
providing the right kinds of in-
terventions or preventions,” 
Wheeler said before the vote.

Now comes the hard part — 
finding locations for the en-
campments and convincing 
Multnomah County, Metro and 
the state of Oregon to help 
fund them. The Multnomah 
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■ THE 
CITY OF 
PORTLAND OK’S 
A PLAN FOR SIX 
LARGE HOMELESS 
CAMPS

■ THE PLAN LIKELY 
WILL FACE FIERCE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
OPPOSITION

■ WILL  THE 
COUNTY, METRO 
AND STATE PLAY 
BALL? UNKNOWN
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An unsanctioned homeless camp next to a Portland park. The City Council voted on Nov. 30 to create six large sanctioned encampments to end such camping. 
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One of Oregon’s most beloved 
sports franchises, the Portland 
Thorns, has entered another pe-
riod of uncertainty.

On Thursday, Dec. 1, owner Mer-
ritt Paulson announced plans to sell 
the Thorns.

On Friday, Dec. 2, coach Rhian 
Wilkinson announced she will re-
sign her position, citing a request 
from Thorns players.

The turbulent few days follows 
months of controversy involving 
inappropriate behavior at the high-
est levels of the Thorns and the en-
tire National Women’s Soccer 
League.

In his Thursday statement, Paul-
son said that new leadership is re-
quired to fully realize the club’s 
potential.

Peregrine Sports, the company 
owned by the Paulson family — in-
cluding Merritt’s father, former 
U.S. Treasury Secretary Hank 
Paulson — will continue to own the 
Portland Timbers of Major League 
Soccer.

It appears no sale of the Thorns 
is imminent and Paulson said the 
process won’t be rushed.

Paulson’s decision comes after 
more than a year of turmoil around 
the club about the way he and club 
management handled of accusa-
tions that former coach Paul Riley 
sexually coerced players. 

Specifically, a U.S. Soccer investi-

gation headed by former Attorney 
General Sally Yates found that 
Thorns leadership helped, or at 
least did nothing to deter, Riley 
from getting another head coaching 
job in the NWSL.

Yates did not focus only on the 
Portland franchise. Her report 
found that the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion and the entire league failed to 
provide a safe environment for 
players and ignored long-standing 
allegations of inappropriate behav-
ior and abuse by coaches.

The day after Paulson’s big an-
nouncement, Rhian Wilkinson an-
nounced her resignation.

The decision came after a joint 
investigation by the league and the 
National Women’s Soccer League 
Players Association cleared Wilkin-
son of any wrongdoing. Wilkinson 
self-reported a relationship with an 
unnamed player to Thorns leader-

ship, according to statements from 
the club and from Wilkinson. Meg 
Linehan of The Athletic reported 
that the player is defender Emily 
Menges and included comments 
from Menges and about the situa-
tion.

Wilkinson was introduced as the 
fourth head coach in the club’s 10 
seasons on Nov. 29, 2021. She guid-
ed Portland to its third NWSL 
championship after a 10-3-9 regular 
season. Karina LeBlanc, general 
manager of the Thorns, will head 
up the search for a new head coach.

Turmoil for Thorns 
In 48 hours, coach 
resigns, sale of soccer 
club announced 
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Multnomah County is moving forward with an 
ordinance that would ban sales of flavored 
tobacco products.

By MAX EGENER
Pamplin Media Group

A two-and-a-half-hour public hearing 
on Multnomah County’s proposed ban on 
sales of flavored tobacco products drew 
testimony from supporters and oppo-
nents. 

The ordinance under consideration would 
ban retail sales of any flavored product con-
taining or derived from tobacco or nicotine, 
including menthol cigarettes, e-cigarettes, 
hookahs, chewing tobacco and others.

Supporters, opponents testify 
on impacts of proposal

County 
eyes ban
on fl avored 
tobacco
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Portland Thorns coach Rhian Wilkinson holds the National Women’s Soccer 
League championship trophy earlier this year. She has announced her 
resignation during a week of turmoil for the popular club.

gation headed by former Attorney 
General Sally Yates found that 
Thorns leadership helped, or at 
least did nothing to deter, Riley 
from getting another head coaching 

Yates did not focus only on the 
Portland franchise. Her report 
found that the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion and the entire league failed to ship, according to statements from 

LEARN MORE
Sports reporter and columnist 
Paul Danzer takes a deeper look 
at the franchise in crisis. See On 
Soccer, Page B12. 


