
BY PAT KRUIS
News Editor

After three days of evi-
dence and testimony, Judge 
Annette Hillman quickly con-
victed Ogilvia Pineda-Garcia, 
50, and her son, Kyle Macias, 
27, of several charges in the 
abuse of two children in her 
care, a then 7-year-old boy 
and his then 4-year old sister.

The verdict came Wednes-
day, Nov. 30, four-and-a-half 
years after multiple reports 
of concern and an emergency 
room visit led to Macias and 
Pineda-Garcia’s arrest July 
18, 2018. 

“This is a case of torture 
and fear,” said Prosecutor 
Brentley Foster in her clos-
ing argument.

Testimony and photos out-
lined a story of three children 
in the care of a foster mother 
who abused them by punch-
ing them in the stomach, and 
pulling the foster daughter’s 
hair until hair loss made her 
“look like a cancer patient” 
described Foster, Jefferson 
County chief deputy district 

attorney.
Evidence painted her then 

23-year-old son, Macias, as a 
bully who pushed socks into 
the children’s mouths then 
punched the 
kids in the 
stomach; who 
four t imes 
held the boy’s 
face under 
running wa-
ter from a 
bathtub fau-
cet until the 
boy’s heart 
raced, his legs 
kicked and he 
couldn’t breathe; who held a 
towel or bedding over the 
boy’s face suffocating him; 
who kicked 
him in the face 
then punished 
him with a 
punch to the 
gut for telling.

F a m i l y 
members saw 
bruises and 
raised con-
cerns,  but 
one incident 
brought the 
case to a 
head. Pineda-Garcia brought 
the boy to the emergency 
room with scratches on his 
face and a gash that required 
seven stitches. 

New era for 
MHS wrestling

Travis Ralls takes over as 

Buff  head coaching job 

 See SPORTS, B1 See SPORTS, B1
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Popular 
trainer 

Local dog trainer is 

blowing up on TikTok

 See PAGE A3 
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GRAPHIC COURTESY OF THE CITY OF MADRAS

The city of Madras is working on replacing its South Y sign. It will be a closer 
match the sign on the North Y. 

Judge convicts 
mother and son in 
abuse of foster 
children, who were  
7 and 4 at the time 

Court to two 
abused children: 
‘We believe you’

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

O
The pile of rocks and ce-
ment now sitting at the 
south Y, where the joint 
US Highways 97 and 26 

splits, will soon be reconstructed 
to welcome passersby to Madras. 

The sign, originally constructed 
in 2015, has been hit twice by ve-
hicles in recent years. In 2016, a 
vehicle crashed into it, damaging 
the wooden portion which was re-
paired. In 2021, another vehicle 
hit the sign, this time damaging 
the masonry. 

At that time, then director of 
public works Jeff Hurd stated the 
city was going to need to replace 

the sign and was planning on 
matching the sign at the north 
end of town, where US Highways 
97 and 26 meet. 

The new sign will largely match 
the sign at the North Y, with the 
addition of the city of Madras lo-
go. Crews have begun repairing 
and adapting the masonry from 
the previous sign to accommo-
date the new addition, but a final 
completion timeline is still un-
known. 

New sign coming 
for South Y entry 

After it has been twice 
hit, the city is rebuilding 
the South Y entrance sign 
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Just after jumping off his parade ride, Santa hustles down the 
sidewalk to the Sahalee park tent, where he met with kids after the 
Chamber of Commerce Lights Parade Saturday. More on page 4. 

BY KIVA HANSON
Reporter

“Thank you, and let’s get 
to work right away on what’s 
important.” That’s what 
mayor-elect Mike Lepin 
shared on Nov. 8 when initial 
election results declared him 
the winner of the race for 
mayor of the city of Madras. 

“A lot of my friends have 
been calling me mayor,” said 
Lepin. “I’m quick to correct 
them that it’s mayor-elect.” 

Lepin’s formal swearing in 
isn’t until Jan. 10, but he’s al-
ready looking to connect 
with entities across the coun-
ty to get things done. 

“My biggest focus is law 
enforcement,” said Lepin. 
“Because of my position (At 
EMS) I already know all the 
officers and I have a basic un-
derstanding of some of the 
things that went wrong and 
the things that need to be 
turned around.” 

Lepin says his top priority 
is addressing the shortage of 

officers the Madras Police 
Department has been experi-
encing. 

“There’s a lot of things I 
want to see change. But it’s 
hard to do that without hav-
ing a presence and bodies 
that can help enforce those 
changes,” said Lepin. “That’s 

why primarily the law en-
forcement has to be stabi-
lized and has to be treated 
well.”

Aside from stabilizing and 
rebuilding Madras PD, Lepin 
says one of his major goals is 
to create a coalition to tackle 
homelessness in Jefferson 

Mike Lepin will 
take the helm of 
Madras government 
come January 

New Madras mayor ready 
County. He’s spoken with Jef-
ferson County Public Health 
Director, Dr. Michael Baker, 
and wants to bring together 
resources, government and 
other stakeholders to begin 
addressing the issue. 

“The whole idea of the co-
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Longtime leader of the local EMS, Mike Lepine was elected Madras 
mayor in November, topping a slate of four other candidates.

Hustlin’ Santa 
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