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By HOLLY BARTHOLOMEW
Pamplin Media Group

Over the past two weeks, a burglary 
ring police believe to be from South 
America has hit three houses in West 
Linn. 

According to Sergeant Bill Garland, a pub-
lic information officer for the West Linn Po-
lice Department, the group cases upscale 
homes and steals easily concealable goods 
like jewelry when no one is home. 

Residents of one West Linn home recently 
hit by the ring couldn’t immediately identify 
anything that was missing when they re-
turned. 

According to Garland, West Linn police 
believe the crew is from South America 
based on intelligence from other agencies. 

Garland added that in November, police 
contacted one person suspected to be part of 
the ring near the site of one of the burglaries 
who had an ID from Argentina. He said police 
did not have enough information to bring the 
person in and charge them at the time. 

WLPD has so far identified three suspects 
from security footage of the robberies. Gar-
land said no one has been hurt in the bur-
glaries, as the group always strikes when no 
one is home. 

Garland said police believe the same 
group came through the Portland metro area 
late last year and early January. They’ve 
also hit homes in Lake Oswego and unincor-
porated Clackamas County, according to 
Garland. 

However, Lake Oswego Public Informa-
tion Officer Tom Harper said the department 
has yet to confirm whether the Lake Oswego 
break-ins are connected with the West Linn 
burglaries or to a burglary ring. 

“Unless and until we can definitively con-
nect them to the other cases, they are indi-
vidual burglaries we will continue to investi-
gate,” he said. 

Garland recommended residents take pre-
cautions to make sure homes are lit, using 
security cameras and alarms if they have 
them. He also said it’s a good idea to let 
neighbors know if you’ll be leaving on vaca-
tion.

Police think group also may 
have operated in Lake Oswego

Burglary ring hits 
three West Linn 
homes in 10 days

By MIA RYDER-MARKS
Pamplin Media Group

To ring in the holiday season, 
eight West Linn homes will deck 
their halls in December and sup-
port the upcoming graduating 
class in the process. 

The annual Tour of Homes will re-
turn to West Linn on Dec. 11. Tour-
goers are invited to meet at Oswego 
Hills Winery to taste wines and pe-
ruse pop-up shops from local ven-
dors. Participants will receive a map, 
a bracelet for admission, some light 
refreshments and the opportunity to 
purchase tickets for various raffle 

baskets, where they could win an 
Xbox or Apple AirPods Pros. 

The event is co-chaired by Aman-
da Curdy and Kristi Gabel.

“We are most excited about our 
eight homes; having the most houses 
on the tour is really exciting and we 
know it will fill our community with 
joy to share in how different families 
honor their holiday traditions,” 
Curdy said.

Proceeds for the event will go to-
ward a graduation party for 2023 
graduates. 

“The West Linn High School Sub-
stance-Free All Night Grad Party is 
such an important tradition for our 
seniors. This idea was born to pre-
vent tragedies from occurring when 
kids make poor choices in celebrat-
ing their graduation with substanc-
es,” Curdy said. 

She added: “Instead, the Sub-

stance-Free All Night Grad Party 
gives the seniors a very cool party in 
a safe space without any substances, 
but instead all kinds of fun. It is won-
derful to see the absolute blast these 
kids have at their grad parties with 
all their classmates before they head 
off to their next chapter. You see kids 
being kids and such a communal 
sense of ‘We did it.’ We want to raise 
money and provide a safe and fun 
event that all the seniors can attend. 
They deserve it.”

Students will also help decorate 
homes, greet attendees or provide 
musical entertainment as guests 
check-in. 

The tour will allow visitors to peek 
inside six West Linn homes that are 
decked to the nines with themes 
ranging from a winter wonderland to 
an homage to Santa Claus. 

Before the house tour, participants 
can shop around the booths of sev-
eral vendors. One of the vendors, 
Studio Grey West Linn, will offer a 
selection of unique and modern fash-
ion accessories and home goods. An-
other vendor, The Candle Studio, will 
showcase some of its best-selling 
winter candles. Owner Erin Duffy 
will sell her hand-poured soy candles 
made from natural ingredients.

“This is a great chance to ‘support 
local’ and get some holiday shopping 
checked off your list,” Curdy said. 

Dec. 11 event 
showcases eight of city’s 
most festive residences

Holiday Tour of Homes is back 

By HOLLY BARTHOLOMEW
Pamplin Media Group

As alleged victims of ex-
West Linn doctor David Far-
ley passionately plead for Or-
egon Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum to take up their 
case, recently released re-
cords from a West Linn Police 
Department investigation 
shed new light on a process 
that ultimately  failed to result 
in grand jury charges against 
the doctor. 

After an investigation that 
lasted nearly two years, a Clack-
amas County grand jury decided 
in September not to indict Farley 
on criminal charges. The former 
West Linn doctor still faces sexu-
al abuse allegations from more 
than 120 of his former patients in 
a blockbuster civil lawsuit.

A few weeks after the grand 
jury decision, 71 of Farley’s for-
mer patients, including four mi-
nors, sent a letter to Rosenblum  
assailing West Linn police and 

the Clackamas County District 
Attorney’s Office and asking her 
to open her own criminal investi-
gation. 

Farley, who opened the West 
Linn Family Health Clinic three 
decades ago, allegedly used his 
position as a doctor to sexually 
abuse female patients. He also 
admitted to photographing the 
breasts and genitals of five un-
derage patients as the Oregon 
Medical Board investigated the 
claims against him. 

WLPD initially denied Pam-
plin Media Group’s September 
public records request for the 
police report on the case, but 
eventually complied with a 
Washington County District At-
torney’s Office advisory opinion 
to release 76 pages of the 
1,472-page police report. The rest 
of the report is undisclosable due 
to personal privacy exemptions 
in the public records law. 

Following the Washington 
County decision, West Linn po-
lice asked for $400 to release the 

76 pages of the report and an-
other $373 to fulfill Pamplin Me-
dia Group’s request for emails to 
and from Tony Christensen, 
WLPD’s detective leading the 
case. WLPD then waived those 
fees after Pamplin Media Group 
contacted the West Linn City 
Council and several councilors 
requested that city administra-
tors waive the fees given the 
strong public interest in the case. 

The alleged victims remain 
upset and confused as to why 
there were no charges when 
elected officials and even police 
and prosecutors said they be-
lieved the women who reported 
abuse. While there is no single 
simple answer to this question, 
to begin understanding the re-
sult requires first examining the 
investigation and grand jury 
process.  

What co-workers say 
about Farley 

With most evidence and inter-
views from alleged victims of 

Farley exempt from disclosure, 
the bulk of the police report Pam-
plin Media Group received con-
tained interviews from current 
and former employees of the 
West Linn Family Health Clinic. 

Christensen, often accompa-
nied by fellow West Linn Police 
detective Adam Simms, inter-
viewed employees from the clin-

ic including doctors, medical as-
sistants and administrative staff. 
Detectives asked each of the 
employees about Farley’s use of 
gloves during examinations, his 
protocol for chaperones, if he 
saw more female patients other 
than doctors and if they’d heard 
any complaints about him. They 
also asked about protocols for 

seeing patients at their homes. 
Several of the employees re-

marked that Farley saw more 
female patients than the other 
providers, though this was ex-
plained as the result of the doc-
tor trying to grow his obstetrics 
practice and wanting young girls 
to get to know him, so they’d be 
comfortable coming to him when 
they were older. 

According to the police re-
ports, Farley told several col-
leagues he ordered pap smears 
for his patients more frequently 
than recommended because he’d 
had a patient die of cervical can-
cer, but none of the staff knew of 
a patient diagnosed with cervical 
cancer. 

Most of the employees also 
mentioned the office’s policies 
for chaperones changing around 
2019 or 2020. Prior to then, most 
of those interviewed said Farley 
would not have a chaperone 
present for certain invasive pro-

West Linn police documents answer some 
questions, raise others about ex-doctor’s caseWhat the Farley records say

See FARLEY / Page A3

▲Santa Claus meets 
with Audrey, left, and 
Miette Blanche at the 

West Linn tree lighting 
ceremony Dec. 2. 

Fresh Pitch performs 
Christmas songs during 

the West Linn tree 
lighting event.
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David Farley opened West Linn Family Health Center three decades ago, 
working there until 2020. Police interviewed current and former 
employees of the clinic during the investigation. 

baskets, where they could win an 

The event is co-chaired by Aman-

“We are most excited about our 
eight homes; having the most houses 
on the tour is really exciting and we 
know it will fill our community with 
joy to share in how different families 
honor their holiday traditions,” 

stance-Free All Night Grad Party 

homes, greet attendees or provide 
musical entertainment as guests 
check-in. 

The tour will allow visitors to peek 
inside six West Linn homes that are 
decked to the nines with themes 
ranging from a winter wonderland to 
an homage to Santa Claus. 

Before the house tour, participants 
can shop around the booths of sev-

Holiday Tour of Homes is back 
IF YOU GO 
WHEN: Noon-5  p.m. Sunday, Dec. 11  

WHERE: First stop is at Oswego Hills 
Winery, 450 Rosemont Road, West 
Linn

COST: $40 at wlhsgradparty.com

oys of the seasonJ

Beaverton – Beaverton Town Square   |  Oregon City –  Hilltop Center  |  Salem – Salem Center Mall  | Clackamas- Clackamas Town Center |  Vancouver – Vancouver Mall

HONEY BAKED HAMS NOW STARTING AT 5 LB!

FOR SMALLER 
GATHERINGS, 

OUR SMALLER HAM 
SERVES UP TO 7.

SKU 726621SKU 726620

Turkey Breast with  

any Ham Purchase

Any 2 Sides with  

Any Ham Purchase

$1599$2499
SKU 726941 SKU 7269422424 2424SAVE 

$300 OFF 
A TURKEY BREAST 

WITH ANY 
HAM PURCHASE

SAVE 
$200 OFF 

WHEN YOU 
PURCHASE TWO 

SIDE DISHES


