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Over the past two weeks, 
a burglary ring police be-
lieve to be from South 
America has hit three hous-
es in West Linn. 

According to Sergeant Bill 
Garland, a public information 
officer for the West Linn Po-
lice Department, the group 
cases upscale homes and 
steals easily concealable 
goods like jewelry when no 
one is home. Residents of one 
West Linn home recently hit 
by the ring couldn’t immedi-
ately identify anything that 
was missing when they re-
turned. 

According to Garland, West 
Linn police believe the crew is 
from South America based on 
intelligence from other agen-
cies. Garland added that in 
November, police contacted 
one person suspected to be 
part of the ring near the site 
of one of the burglaries who 
had an ID from Argentina. He 
said police did not have 
enough information to bring 
the person in and charge 
them at the time. 

WLPD has so far identified 
three suspects from security 
footage of the robberies. Gar-
land said no one has been 
hurt in the burglaries, as the 
group always strikes when no 
one is home. 

Garland said police believe 
the same group came through 
the Portland metro area late 
last year and early January. 
They’ve also hit homes in 
Lake Oswego and unincorpo-
rated Clackamas County, ac-
cording to Garland. 

However, Lake Oswego 
Public Information Officer 
Tom Harper said the depart-
ment has yet to confirm 
whether the Lake Oswego 
break-ins are connected with 
the West Linn burglaries or to 
a burglary ring. 

“Unless and until we can 
definitively connect them to 
the other cases, they are indi-
vidual burglaries we will con-
tinue to investigate,” he said. 

Garland recommended resi-
dents take precautions to 
make sure homes are lit, and 
use security cameras and 
alarms if they have them. He 
also said it’s a good idea to let 
neighbors know if you’ll be 
leaving on vacation.

Police believe 
group may have 
also operated in 
Lake Oswego 

Burglary 
ring hits 
three 
West Linn 
homes in 
10 days
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Despite many people tightening 
their budgets this holiday shop-
ping season, local businesses in 
West Linn and Lake Oswego feel 
bolstered by community support. 

As businesses continue to work 
their way back to stability from the 
economic challenges posed by COV-
ID-19, the Business Recovery Center 
of West Linn and Lake Oswego is of-
fering a “Holiday Stay and Shop Pass-
port.” Using future gift cards as a car-
rot, the passport incentivizes the 
community to patronize 142 local 
businesses between Dec. 5 and Jan. 
31.  

The support is welcome at many lo-
cal businesses. 

“Small businesses everywhere are 
feeling the pinch this year,” Robin 
May, owner of World Hearts Fair 

Trade in West Linn’s Willamette area 
and downtown Oregon City, said. 
“Every small business owner I’ve 
talked to said it’s been a challenging 
year.”

Business Recovery Center execu-
tive director Shatrine Krake said in 

addition to increased operating costs, 
small businesses are also impacted by 
cash-strapped customers. 

“People are definitely more cau-
tious this year than in the past,” May 
said. “Last year there was some gov-
ernmental funding. This year there 

isn’t. Grocery prices are higher, gas 
prices are higher, and that limits 
spending for many people.”

But May, Krake and Shirell Sievers, 
who owns Morrows Flowers in the 
Willamette area of West Linn, said 
the community is purposefully sup-
porting the local businesses. Sievers 
said people are shopping at small 
businesses — even if it means they 
might have to pay a bit more — be-
cause they want to support local peo-
ple. 

Though still cautious, Sievers said 
people are buying more than she ex-
pected so far this holiday season. She 
noted plants, holiday wreaths and 
home decor are selling particularly 
well at the moment. 

May also said people in West Linn 
are beginning to realize her shop is a 
great place to buy gifts. According to 
May, World Hearts has something for 
any budget — from jewelry and home 
goods to greeting cards, kids mer-
chandise, coffee and tea. The store 
has more than 500 items under $200. 

Both Sievers and May said Small 
Business Saturday, which took place 
on Nov. 26, went well this year, 
though May said she’d like people to 

Holiday ‘stay and 
shop passport’ 
encourages patronizing 
local businesses 
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Elaine Franklin is a reluctant in-
terviewee. 

She does not believe political consul-
tants should enter the spotlight — the 
candidates should do the talking and 
the results should speak for them-
selves. 

Though a private person and a Lake 
Oswego resident for just under two 
years, Franklin’s echo in Lake Oswego 
politics has resounded in the last de-
cade. Most of the candidates she’s 
worked with — including two-term 
Mayor Kent Studebaker, recently re-
elected Council President John Wend-
land, Councilor Aaron Rapf and former 
Councilor Skip O’Neill — have won 
elections with her help while describ-
ing themselves as politically moderate. 
She was also part of efforts to prevent 

a streetcar from Lake Oswego to Port-
land and advocated for turning the 
Wizer Block into the Windward devel-
opment in downtown.

Franklin, an English native, likens 
her consulting style to her time as a 
coach of sports like field hockey and 
track and field in her home country. 

“I trained teams to come in first. It’s 
not fun to come in second,” she said.  

Stopping the streetcar
Franklin is the wife and former chief 

of staff of former Republican U.S. Sen. 
Bob Packwood, and was in the head-
lines for defending Packwood amidst 
sexual misconduct allegations in the 
1990s. She also helped Packwood win 
reelection campaigns in 1986 and 1992. 
However, Franklin deregistered from 
the Republican Party two decades ago 
as the GOP moved further right on so-
cial issues such as gay marriage and 

abortion. She now registers with either 
major party for primaries so she can 
vote for candidates she prefers (includ-
ing Democrat Pete Buttigieg for U.S. 
president in 2020). Still, in 2014, she 
helped organize a group of Republi-
cans in support of gay marriage legal-
ization. 

“It (the GOP) was pro-business and 
pro-entrepreneur. The bulk of the peo-
ple I knew in the U.S. Senate at the 
time were people with intellectual 
moderation on all sorts of issues. And 
(that) changed,” Franklin said. 

But local races tend to take on less 
political salience — and the issue that 
spurred Franklin into Lake Oswego 
politics was as local as they come. A 
resident of Dunthorpe at the time, she 
and some of her neighbors did not 
want a streetcar that was slated to run 
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Elaine Franklin has helped a bevy of candidates win local City Council elections. 
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“People are busy. 
People are 
disengaged. 
Getting people’s 
attention is 
harder and 
harder. And quite 
frankly people 
are turned off by 
the extremes in 
politics.”

— Elaine Franklin
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Santa, seen here at a recent tree lighting ceremony, won’t supply all of the gifts this 
season. Local businesses are hoping to see plenty of support during this holiday 
season.

A behind-the-scenes consultant has 
made her mark on Lake Oswego politics
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