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Oh, What A Night
Colton celebrates snow 
and the holiday season

See Page A3

Harefest Hulabaloo
Tribute band festival announces 

its 2023 dates, changes

See Page A3

Enter to win at cli.re/holidayfun

ENTER TO WIN FUN PRIZES

FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Grace Peterson 
addresses the 
OASC members 
in 2022. 
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By JOHN BAKER

Pamplin Media Group

Molalla student Grace Pe-
terson was recently elected 
by her peers as the at-large 
representative to the Oregon 
Association of Student 
Councils.

This group assists student 
leaders in learning to lead 
through service, involvement, 
and action. Peterson is a junior 
at Oregon Charter Academy, a 
virtual public school, and is the 
only student attending an on-

line school to sit on the council.
After serving as the Mid-

west representative during the 
2021-22 year, Peterson was 
elected by fellow students as 
the at-large representative, 
meaning she represents stu-
dents throughout Oregon by 
voicing their concerns and 
aligning support systems that 
help address those concerns.

“Representing the Oregon 
Charter Academy is an honor 
and means everything to me. 
My community has done so 
much, and it’s nice to give 
back,” Peterson said. “I am 
looking forward to getting in 
touch with other virtual 
schools to get them involved 
with OASC. My personal goal 
is to make OASC accessible to 
all Oregon schools, no matter 
its location.”

Grace Peterson 
tabbed for Oregon 
Association of 
Student Councils

Molalla teen named 
to special council

By JOHN BAKER

Pamplin Media Group

The 2023 Clackamas County Fair and 
Canby Rodeo court has been selected — 
with a twist.

Alexis Goughnour will once again 
reign over the events of the 2023 fair 
and rodeo, reprising her role from 
2022. And, she will do so alone as no 
court was selected during this year’s 
nomination process.

Goughnour, 22, is the daughter of 
Matt and Cori Goughnour of St. Paul. 
Horses have always played a role in 
her life, with some of her earliest 
memories consisting of trail rides 
with her mom and rides around the 
pasture with her dad.

Although she spent a lot of her free time in 
the barn with horses, her youth was filled 
with many other hobbies as well — a week-
end without anything going on was rare. She 
filled her time playing volleyball through 
high school, basketball through sophomore 
season, and soccer and softball in her early 
youth. 

When she wasn’t playing sports, her com-
petitive nature could be found in the show 
arena at 4-H and other local horse shows. 
Through 4-H she found many opportunities to 
build relationships and serve in the commu-
nity. She said that her background in 4-H has 

instilled the importance of dedication to 
youth, community, and education. 

In October 2017 she put her skills to the test 
and was crowned the 2018 St. Paul Rodeo Prin-
cess, which meant she had the opportunity to 
represent her hometown and community. 

After high school graduation in 2018 she 
spent the summer traveling around Oregon 
representing the St. Paul Rodeo. After that 
busy year, she started college at Chemeketa 
Community College and was crowned the 
2019 Santiam Canyon Stampede Queen. 

After two years packed with activ-
ity, she decided to take a step back 
and support her younger sister in her 
adventures as the 2020-2021 Miss 
Teen Rodeo Oregon and take a new 
route to further her education. 

From November 2019 to March 
2021, she rode and worked under 
Chrissa Westbrooks of Westbrooks 
Performance Horses, gaining a bet-
ter understanding of the equine in-
dustry as a whole as well as further-

ing her horsemanship skills. In October of 
2021 she competed for the Clackamas Coun-
ty Fair and Canby Rodeo Court and won the 
title of queen where she reigned over the 
2022 event.

Goughnour is currently working as a mar-
keting administrative assistant at Ernst Irri-
gation in St. Paul. She said she is looking for-
ward to representing the Clackamas County 
Fair and Canby Rodeo in 2023 as queen and 
continue to advocate for agriculture, promote 
rodeo, bring awareness to western heritage, 
and invite people to enjoy the community sur-
rounding the Clackamas County Fair and 
Canby Rodeo.

Alexis Goughnour, queen 
in 2022, once again serves 
for 2023 fair and rodeo

Canby Rodeo queen 
may look familiar

GOUGHNOUR

MICHAEL CLUTTER

Clutter new primary, 
intermediate schools 
interim vice principal

N. Marion 
welcomes 
new vice 
principal at 
K-5 schools

By JILLIAN DALEY

For Pamplin Media Group

An educator and adminis-
trator with 20 years of expe-
rience has left the Gladstone 
School District to come 
work for North Marion, 
starting Nov. 8.

Longtime educator and ad-
ministrator Michael Clutter 
joined North Marion this 
month as the Interim Vice 
Principal for the Primary and 
Intermediate schools. He fills 
in a vacancy that was first cre-
ated when Allison Hunt left 
the role to replace Andy Kro-
nser as the Primary School 
Principal.

“I am humbled to serve as 
the Interim Vice Principal and 
look forward to getting to 
know the students as well as 
the families and community 
members who make North 
Marion such an amazing place 
to be,” Clutter said.

Hunt said that Clutter is al-
ready making a difference, 
even though he just started.

“Michael hit the ground run-
ning last week!” she said on 
Nov. 18. 

Clutter’s Role at North Mar-
ion

What will Clutter be doing 
to support the principals at the 
elementary level?

He is handling supervision 
duties, responding to radio 
calls, addressing bus and be-
havior referrals, and attending 
Individualized Education Plan 
meetings as a district repre-
sentative, Principal David 
Sheldon said.

“Michael has been very re-
sponsive to needs as they arise 
and has already begun form-
ing strong relationships with 
students and staff,” Sheldon 
said. “He has a wealth of 
knowledge from his adminis-
trative background that is al-
ready showing up in meetings 

See CLUTTER / Page A3
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Memories of winter’s first 
snowfall were fresh in the 
minds of those milling about 
Canby’s downtown on Fri-
day, Dec. 2. But that remind-
er of winter’s icy touch just 
a day earlier was soon re-
placed by warmth and ex-
citement as Canby celebrat-
ed the start of the holiday 
season.

The 21st annual Light Up the 
Night brought a nice crowd to 
Canby’s downtown, a crowd 
that embraced a holiday pa-
rade, music, the city’s official 
lighting event and the remind-
er that the holidays had ar-
rived.

It was a time, despite some 
chill in the air, that warmed the 
hearts of those who were on 
hand.

“I love it, I love it, I love it,” is 
how Kennedy Raines described 
her assessment of Friday 
night’s event. “There’s a differ-
ent feeling this year. There’s a 
feeling that, despite what we’ve 
been through, things will be all 
right, if not a little different. But 
look at all these people celebrat-
ing the Christmas season. It’s 
exciting.”

And that seemed to be the 
feeling among those assembled 

in and around Wait Park dur-
ing Friday’s festivities. The 
holiday season was in full glow 
and Light Up the Night was an-
other positive reinforcement 
that things had gotten better.

“Look at all these people, 
look at all the smiles and laugh-
ter,” Walter Reynolds said as 
he surveyed the downtown. 
“The summer was busy, but 
this feels kind of like confirma-
tion that we’re going to be keep 
moving forward and that it’s a 
time to celebrate the holidays. 
And Canby certainly seems to 
like to celebrate, doesn’t it?”

As always, the evening began 
with a parade through down-

town. With lights shining and 
candy flying, the caravan even-
tually made its way to Wait 
Park where Santa was deliv-
ered to start the festivities. 

Also keeping with tradition, 
a local resident was selected to 
be the person to “flick the 
switch” and light up Wait Park. 
This year’s honoree was Canby 
City Councilor Sarah Spoon, 
who recently announced she 
will leave her seat just before 
Christmas. And with a push of 
the plunger, Spoon, surround-
ed by family, helped Wait Park 
came alive with lights, signal-
ing the starting to the 2022 
holiday season.

Light Up the Night 
brings hundreds of 
people to downtown

Canby glows with holiday spirit

There were 
lights, fun and 
music during the 
Light Up the 
Night Parade on 
Dec. 2 in 
downtown 
Canby.
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Canby City 
Councilor Sarah 
Spoon (right) is 
joined by her 
family in pushing 
the plunger to 
light up Wait 
Park during the 
Light Up the 
Night event 
Friday in 
downtown 
Canby. Spoon 
has announced 
she’ll leave the 
council just 
before 
Christmas.


