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A metaphor is a comparison be-
tween two things that states one 
thing is another, to help explain an 
idea or show hidden similarities.

Suzanne Sigafoos is a poet, so of 
course she has a literary answer to 
the question why live 
poetry readings are 
important to a com-
munity.

“Here’s a pandem-
ic metaphor: when 
we poets write a po-
em, when readers 
read a poem, we vac-
cinate ourselves 
against ills, ranging 
from boredom to de-
spair. And, as we are able to gather 
safely to attend readings, we’ll benefit 
from humanity-wellness booster 
shots,” she said.

Sigafoos will read from “This 
Swarm of Light,” her debut, full-
length collection of poems at 6 p.m. on 
Dec. 14 in the Community Room at 
the Ledding Library, 10660 S.E. 21st 
Ave. 

She will also read from newer po-
ems “that arose as life changed quick-
ly and drastically — the pandemic — 
climate change —new challenges, 
physically, socially, emotionally, to 
each and all of us,” she said.

“This Swarm of Light” was pub-
lished in 2020 and before that her 
chapbook “Held in the Weave” ap-

Suzanne Sigafoos 
samples ‘This Swarm of 
Light,’ debut collection, 
during 16th season
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A holiday market and tree light-
ing in Gladstone will celebrate a 
newly planted tree among other 
events coming back to Clackamas 
County for the first time in three 
years.

All are invited to the holiday mar-
ket from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Dec. 10 inside 
the Gladstone Senior Center, 18505 
Portland Ave. Over 30 vendors will of-
fer handcrafted jewelry, ornaments, 
artwork baked goods and more at the 
market. 

The city of Gladstone will then host 
a tree-lighting ceremony at 5 p.m. out-
side of the center. All are invited to 
see Santa and get a photo keepsake; 
hot cocoa, cider, caroling and hot dogs 
also will be available.

“It’s been since 2019 that we have 
had a community tree-lighting cere-
mony, and the holiday market is the 
inaugural Winter Holiday Market for 
the city’s senior center,” said Tiffany 
Kirkpatrick, Gladstone’s community 
services manager.

In July, the Oregon Seventh Day 
Adventist Conference partnered with 
and organized a day of community 
giving at the Gladstone Senior Cen-
ter, which included designating a new 
place for a community tree. 

Recently, a professional company 
planted the 14-foot blue spruce in the 
greenspace between Portland Avenue 
and Abernethy Lane. 

“It is important for Gladstone com-
munity members to feel and know 
that their local senior center is their 
community center as well,” Kirkpat-
rick said.

She added that participants “build 
relationships with others, support lo-
cal small businesses and connect to 
necessary and helpful resources and 
activities, all of which can meet the 
needs of the entire family.”

Kirkpatrick also said that commu-

nity events, like the holiday market 
and the tree lighting, can help the 
community socially and economically.

For more information, call the se-
nior center at 503-655-7701. 

‘Follow the Star’ in Gladstone
In “Follow the Star,” visitors expe-

rience the story of the birth of Jesus 
at this live nativity event, which takes 
place at various times on Dec. 9, 10 

and 11. For more information and to 
purchase tickets, visit followthestar.
com.

Cities plan for return 
of activities for fi rst 
time in three years

Events make holidays a little more festive  
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A 
grand jury on Nov. 28 
cleared law-enforcement 
personnel of criminal 
charges after they shot 

and killed a 24-year-old man who 
was running away from them with 
a gun in Milwaukie on June 18.

On June 25, around 250 people 
marched from the North Clacka-

mas Aquatic Park to the Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office to protest 
the police killing of Derrick De-
wayne Clark, who was Black.

“This was obviously a tragic inci-
dent that everyone wishes had not 
happened. I want to thank Clacka-
mas County grand jurors for their 
service as well as the Oregon City 
and Lake Oswego police depart-
ments for their thorough investiga-
tion,” said Oregon Attorney Gen-
eral Ellen Rosenblum.

Clark’s family members ex-
pressed “profound” disappoint-
ment that police will not face crimi-
nal charges, saying that Oregon, 
like most states, “gives officers 
wide discretion to use whatever 
force they reasonably believe is 

necessary to make an arrest or to 
protect themselves, a standard that 
hinges on the officer’s perceptions 
of danger during the encounter.”

Family members said that au-
topsy results, which have still not 
been released publicly, show that 
police shot Clark in the in the side 
as he was attempting to elude ar-
rest. Neighbors who heard the 
shooting say that police waited for 
hours before giving medical atten-
tion to Clark’s gunshot wounds. 

Oregon State Police officials said 
they have asked the Oregon De-
partment of Justice to make a pub-
lic release of the facts presented to 
the grand jury because OSP be-

Derrick Dewayne 
Clark, who had a gun, 
ran from cops who then 
shot him repeatedly

Officers who killed fleeing 
suspect cleared of charges
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Protesters left signs at the Clackamas 
County Sheriff’s Office after the killing by 
police of Derrick Clark, a 24-year-old 
Black man.
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Derrick Dewayne Clark

PMG PHOTO: ALVARO FONTAN

On June 25, around 250 people marched from the North Clackamas Aquatic Park to the Clackamas Sheriff’s Office.
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Christmas ships 
are a longtime 
holiday tradition 
for citizens 
gathering in 
downtown 
Milwaukie.
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